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The wonders of the web can connect anywhere 
in the World with good music and the news of 
Rotary thanks to a team in Sittingbourne.

Rotary Radio UK recently marked its fourth birthday 
with special programmes and lots of music all 
presented live to the globe. They know they have now 
reached out to 162 countries.,  

Rotary Radio UK started with Steve Wood and John 
Robinson of Sittingbourne Invicta Rotary together at 
Hospital Radio Swale. Why hasn’t Rotary got their own 
radio station -- they asked themselves. Being right 
at the front edge of web broadcasting they began 
their research and needed a place to bring the people 
and equipment together. They found a loft about to 
be renovated in The Criterion Theatre at Blue Town, 
Sheerness.  

Jenny and Ian Hurkett of Minster on Sea Rotary offered 
them the space, created the studio room and  with 
support from District 1120, UK Power Networks and 
a volunteer team Rotary Radio went live on air in 
October, 2018. 

They have been bringing harmony to the World and 
spreading the Rotary message 24 hours a day, every 
day since! That has included across two years of the 
Covid emergency when presenters created programmes 
at home and production was maintained remotely. 
In 2020 the Criterion needed the space and along came 
Sittingbourne Invicta Rotarian  Janice Hook offering 
their current home  at The Oast Business Centre, Bell 
Road, Sittingbourne. Again a volunteer effort together 
with support from District 1120 and RGB&I created 
new broadcasting and production studios. From there 
they deliver a blend of live shows most days plus many 
more programmes  arriving from presenters based all 
over the UK and beyond. These are blended to cover 
the 24 hours including different time zones. They can 
accept interviews from events and web links and have 
them on air in a few minutes.

There has been a not for profit organisation created 
with Trustees and regular reports are made to District 
and to RGB&I.

‘Alexa – play Rotary Radio UK’
Yes, their main aim is to entertain with music, views 
and news, going right across the music genres with 
knowledgeable presenters. But this is where Rotary can also 
find potential new members plus groups wanting help. 

“I know we have spread the Rotary message to 162 
countries,” said Chairman of Trustees, Steve Wood. 
”There are twelve minutes of Rotary news going out 
every hour to an audience that otherwise might not 
hear.“By being entertaining we are encouraging people 
to stay with the station and so get to hear what Rotary 
achieves. Our unique USP is there is no other radio 
station doing what we do.”

Special programmes for Rotary Day, World Polio 
Day, Ukraine Day too for 2022 have all added to the 
station’s reputation including interviewing RI Presidents 
and key people on the ongoing polio and Ukraine 
efforts. The station was voted ‘Employer of the Year’ 
by Canterbury College where students have been 
involved in creating music, jingles, podcasts and work 
experience at the studios.

“This also injects the young person’s point of view into 
what we do,” said Production Manager John Robinson. 
“We need the next generation of presenters and 
producers to keep the station growing, “ said John. 
“You may have some radio experience – technical 
experience particularly – and we need to expand our 
team as we provide more and more programming.” 

“We are reflecting our aim of bringing harmony to the 
World,” said Steve. ”But there are so many more ways 
we are bringing support and knowledge alongside the 
good music. We know we have thousands of listeners 
and we can handle many more.

“We are providing Rotary with a unique, world-wide 
platform on which it can spread its achievements and 
aspirations. We want all parts of Rotary to be taking 
this opportunity to through us bring harmony to the 
World. ”
Ask Alexa to ‘Play Rotary Radio UK”  Listen in and 
find the schedules via www.rotaryradiouk.org  
Get your event promoted via 
www.rotaryradionews@gmail.com  



 
Rotary clubs need to actively re-engage with their 
communities.  In this regard, I would like to add that 
some 40 Clubs were given District Membership/
Public Image grants around the onset of the Covid 
pandemic. They had good and inventive ideas for 
attracting members and, if they haven’t already 
carried out their plans, now might be a good time 
to action their ideas and use those funds.  
 
At the end of November, I held two 
membership Zoom meetings as a 
preliminary step in my new role.  
Numerous points were made at 
these meetings and on Saturday, 
14th January immediately following 
the District Council meeting, we will 
hold the first of a series of face-to-face 
membership meetings at which we will 
develop an action plan. 

To that end, it would be good to 
hear very soon from every club in 
the District with at least 
two ideas on membership.  
 
I would be very happy to hear 
from anyone with feedback 
and suggestions on increasing, 
engaging and retaining 
members. Feel free to email 
me at membership@
rotarysoutheast.org

The biggest challenge in our District and beyond 
is membership recruitment, engagement and 
retention.  I was appointed District Membership 
Chair in mid-November 2022 and having 
joined Rotary 11 years ago, was President of 
Northfleet with Ebbsfleet Garden City Rotary 
before it merged with Gravesend Rotary to 
create ‘Gravesham with Ebbsfleet Rotary’ from 
July 2021, whereupon I was the new club’s 
first President. My career to date has been as a 
concert flautist and music educator in London 
and Kent and more widely in England and in 
several other countries.  
 
My first challenge in the new club was to increase 
membership.  Through club teamwork, I am very 
pleased that we have attracted several new members 
with wide-ranging backgrounds, including six women.  
It is gratifying too that our latest member induction 
has taken place in the 100-day challenge period. All 
of this has been achieved partly through monthly 
coffee mornings which I initiated and have led for 
the past 18 months. We distribute leaflets in our 
area every month inviting members of the public to 
come and chat with some of our members informally 
about the prospect of joining Rotary. I believe Rotary 
must be seen to be open to everyone, regardless of 
age and walk of life, in the true spirit of diversity, 
equity and inclusion. We need to work towards equal 
numbers of women and men. And we must gain 
significant numbers of younger members from their 
twenties onwards, on an ongoing basis.  

We need your ideas to action!
by Mark Underwood

Undaunted by thick snow, Bexhill Rotarians with 
their families and friends descended on the Manor 
Barn in Bexhill Old Town to enjoy a slap-up festive 
banquet, as can be seen in the attached picture of 
happy diners.

After the food had been consumed and appetites well 
and truly satisfied, the diners put on their dancing shoes 
and jigged away to music from CoverUp, a very lively 
band that kept everybody well entertained for the rest 
of the evening before it was time for everybody to battle 
their way home through the snow.

The verdict from one Rotarian was that it was a great 
evening with the food being good and plentiful, the 
company excellent and a fine band to dance to.

COVER UP EXCEL 
AT CHRISTMAS 
KNEES-UP



Jamie Ramsden of Sidley Cricket Club spoke to Senlac 
Rotary Club and returned to receive £1,000 towards 
its fundraising.

Sidley Cricket Club was founded in 1901 and played at the 
Gullivers Ground in Sidley until the ground closed in 2013.

Until then it had been a very successful club within the 
county with 80 adult and 60 junior members making up 
three regular Saturday teams. 

Most of the members have gone leaving a hardcore of 15 
members who now play at Sandrock in Hastings. 

Despite their small numbers, they are still able to 
encourage junior players to come along and they have 
some 30 to 40 youngsters aged 6 to 16 who play and are 
coached for free. 

The remaining members have been determined to return 
to Sidley, their home village, and have been actively 
working to achieve that. 

They have now secured agreement with Rother District 
Council to use St Mary’s Recreation Ground in Sidley. So far 
the club have raised £20,000 which has enabled the laying 
of a new cricket square at the recreation ground. Their 
target is now to raise £500, 000 for a new purpose-built 
clubhouse on site but first they must arrange temporary 
accommodation so they can continue to host matches.

Sidley Cricket Club bowled over!

Jamie Ramsden of Sidley Cricket Club receives cheque from 
President Roger Young

Senlac Rotary Club has added a new name to its 
membership list. 

Ray Dixon has transferred from the Rotary Club of 
Sovereign Harbour and was inducted into the Senlac club 
by President Roger Young. 

Ray Dixon MPHF joins Senlac Rotary
Ray has brought a wealth of experience to the club having 
been very much involved within the Rotary organisation 
since he first joined in January 2000. Ray has previously 
been a member of Bexhill, Hastings and Sovereign Harbour 
Clubs and has served as Assistant District Governor, District 
Governor and Foundation Chair within District 1120, 
Rotary South East (UK) and Gibraltar. 

Over recent months Ray has been very much involved in 
advising and assisting Senlac Rotary in a bid to obtain a 
Global Grant for the Club’s Yellowmen’s work in Kenya. He 
was awarded Honorary Yellowman status and a Yellowmen 
T-shirt in recognition of his help. 

Ray, a retired Building Services Engineer, lives in Eastbourne 
with his wife Jenny who is an Honorary Member of 
the Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour. President Roger 
welcomed Ray into the club saying that Ray had long 
connections to the club over the years and he was more 
than delighted that Ray had decided to transfer. 

In reply, Ray said, “Senlac is and has been such a happy 
and welcoming club and does a great deal with its 
activities in which all the members take part. It’s good to 
be part of it now,”

New cricket square



Rotary Club           of Tonbridge 
  

  

A wreath was laid on behalf of Rotary International by Tonbridge Rotary 
Club President Penny Brandling-Harris at the Tonbridge Remembrance 
Sunday Service, which took place at the town’s memorial garden. 

If you enjoyed the Christmas Festival and would like to make a donation 
to local charities, just click the “Give Now” button on the Tonbridge 
Rotary Tonbridge Christmas Festival JustGiving page.  
 

Many people now don't carry cash and we expect our bucket collections 
to be down on previous years, so we've set up this VIRTUAL BUCKET to 
enable you to show your appreciation for all the work that goes into 
putting on the Christmas Festival by supporting local charities.   
Photo credit: Sarah Mott  
 

The Rotary Christmas Toy Box Appeal – run in collaboration with the 
Kids Out charity –raises money each year to provide toys for children 
forced to live in refuges to escape domestic violence. This year 
Tonbridge Rotary has donated £200 to the appeal, which will arrange for 
toy boxes to be sent to local refuges to make Christmas more enjoyable for their young residents.  

 
On a recent visit to the Salvation Army Shop in Tonbridge High Street, 
Rotarian Eddie Prescott (pictured) was advised by the Manager, 
Tracy, that in order to help those struggling with the cost of living she 
had started a food bank. Tracy also informed Eddie that Father 
Christmas would be positioned in the shop window on 17 December 
to hand out presents to children coming into the shop. Eddie gained 
approval from the club to donate £100 and, with his daughter Sarah's 
help, bought provisions and presents. Everything was then delivered 
and gratefully received. 

Over 100 families in the Tonbridge area are currently hosting Ukrainian refugees. Tonbridge Rotary 
Club contributed £1,000 to a children’s Christmas party held for the benefit of young Ukrainians and 
members of their supporting local families. 
 

The party was organised by Kent County Council and Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council and took 
place at East Malling Community Centre on 3 December. Money for food, presents and 
entertainment was donated from various sources to support a truly festive occasion for the invited 
children and their families. 

The Rotary Club of Tonbridge meets on Thursdays at the Rose & Crown Hotel in Tonbridge.  
Why not join us? Make a difference to those in need and have fun while supporting your 
community. Email tonbridgerotary@gmail.com or phone 01732 851663. 

 

Deadline for the February edition is January 18 - email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

To advertise in the February issue of the magazine, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

Rotary Club           of Tonbridge 
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EAGER Bexhill Rotarians wrapped up warm and 
joined Bexhill Environmental Group and a host of 
other local people to help plant over a thousand 
saplings on Bexhill Down.

The event was organised by Trees For Cities and the 
Rotarians arrived to find gazebos set up with registration, 
drinks and snacks for all the helpers. 

There was also a good supply of spades on hand along 
with instructions for the way the organisers wanted the 
young trees to be planted, which was one spade length 
apart in clumps of similar varieties.

BEXHILL ROTARIANS GO PLANTING!

Bexhill Rotarians from left to right Vernon Findlay, Perry 
Puddefoot and Bill Smith

With those instructions in mind, 
the planting commenced with 
saplings being firmly settled in 
groups with plenty of mulching 
before yet another small group 
was dealt with and planted.

After all the hard work, the 
happy planters were provided 
with a vegetable curry and rice 
lunch as a well-deserved reward 
for their efforts. 

Bexhill Rotary’s President 
Perry Puddefoot summed 

President Perry Puddefoot 
with spade in hand ready 
to plant

up this initiative by remarking that there was a sense 
of camaraderie which made this a happy as well as 
environmentally friendly day for all concerned. He added, 
“We are proud as Bexhill Rotarians to be involved with 
this project.”

THE Eastbourne Tree of Light was once again well 
attended on Sunday December 4.

The tree has been adorned with a host of white ribbons, 
remembering loved ones. 

Thank you to the Mayor of Eastbourne, MP, sponsors, 
musicians, singers and Rotarians for your contribution 
to the afternoon.  

There is still time to dedicate on our website, 
www.theeastbournetreeoflight.com for names to 
go in the book of remembrance. 

THE Eastbourne Tree of Light



It has been a significant event in the calendar of the 
Rotary Club of Whitstable for just over two decades. 
The club’s annual Christmas party for adults with 
learning disabilities is always a popular affair with 
both members and guests alike.

Held in the town’s Marine Hotel, the event had its 
beginnings when members took a party of adult students 
from a local centre for those with learning problems to 
view the Christmas lights set up by the residents of Ocean 
Close in Birchington. This was followed by a fish and chip 
supper back in a Whitstable ‘chippie’.

However, unfortunately, the event in Birchington became 
so popular that visitors caused huge traffic problems and 
the residents reluctantly curtailed the event.

This left the Whitstable Rotary Club with a problem; it 
was so popular with the students that an alternative was 
needed. At the time, in the early 2000s, late club member 
David Feasey who was manager at the Marine Hotel in 
Tankerton offered the hotel’s function room for an annual 
party and the event grew from there!

Rotary Club party goes with a swing

So, on Tuesday 1st December laughter and music filled 
the function room at the Marine Hotel once again when 
the club held the party for the first time after a two-year 
gap due to the pandemic.

Rotary Club member Mike Bantin who organised the 
event said, “Around 80 guests from various special 
needs centres around the area, many accompanied 
by their carers, attended the event and danced or 
listened to the disco music played by Ian and Angela 
Gladwell of Celebration Sounds. The disco was followed 
by a sausage and chip supper and the visit of Father 
Christmas, which always proves very popular. Our thanks 
go to Shepherd Neame and the Marine Hotel for making 
the evening possible”.

Rotary Club President Tony Rix added, “It was a 
wonderful evening and it was clear that all our guests 
enjoyed the occasion. I can now see why it is one of the 
best things we do and why it was sorely missed over the 
last two years or so. My thanks go to our members who 
organised and helped, but it needed the enthusiasm of 
the students who attended (many of them look forward 
to the evening for many weeks in advance) to make the 
evening a success”.



BEXHILL ROTARIANS 
VOTE FOR DAVID 
 
BEXHILL Rotary Club members voted in David 
Dixson as their next Vice President (seen right 
being congratulated by current President Perry 
Puddefoot).
 
David joined Bexhill Rotary Club fourteen years ago and 
has been an active member getting involved with a whole 
range of activities.
 
He currently chairs the Community Service Committee 
and will lead the club as President in 2025/6.  David 
follows James Slinn who will be President in 2023/4 and 
Hugh Allen in 2024/5.

 
David who is married to Kathryn has his own financial 
services business.  He is a keen photographer, an avid 
supporter and season ticket holder of Arsenal, and 
amongst his many other interests is very much into art 
and architecture.

Bexhill Rotarians, along with Honorary Member 
and Counsellor Lynn Langlands, plus her husband 
Jim, descended on Bexhill College to receive a 
magnificent donation of over 100kg of supplies for 
Bexhill Foodbank.
 
These much-appreciated supplies had been collected by 
both pupils and staff with the aid of a series of events at 
the college.  After receiving the supplies, Bexhill Rotarians 
gave a short talk all about Rotary and what the various 
things the club does locally.  Then it was the turn of the 
pupils to enthusiastically demonstrate to the Rotarians 
their potting skills at a special Foodbank orientated game 
of pool set against the clock.

BEXHILL ROTARY CLUB & LOCAL SCHOOLS 
SUPPORT FOODBANK 

  
After delivering the Bexhill College supplies to the 
Foodbank, the Rotarians descended on All Saints School 
Nursery where another very substantial load of supplies 
was collected for the Foodbank.  These supplies had been 
donated by the pupils, staff and parents of the Nursery 
and School.  Whilst collected the supplies, the Rotarians 
met some of the children who had decorated the boxes 
and made cards for the Foodbank.
 
Once again, the care of Bexhill residents for those who 
are having difficulties at present was really evident and 
Bexhill Rotary Club is pleased to get involved and be able 
to do their bit to help, particularly at this time of the year.
 

·         

Pictures show Rotarians at Bexhill College and All Saints School, and the 
superb donations for the Foodbank



Just like Father Christmas, the Rotary Club Of 
Minster On Sea have been extremely busy over the 
festive period.  

They have purchased and packed 44 Children’s Christmas 
sacks full of presents for local children via Swale 
Foodbank. They have been out walking the streets with 
Santa his sleigh and the elves collecting food for the 
Trinity Church food bank over a three week period.
And they set up a market stall selling mince pies and 
mulled wine.  Children could come along meet and 
have their pictures taken with some of their favourite 
characters before the  annual “Santa Saunter” started. 
There were 80 Santas taking part, and after parading 
through the town led by St John Ambulance Band 
everyone ended the event by singing songs around the 
town clock. 

All monies raised from this event go to the local 
Care4Christmas and will be matched by a district grant.

The Rotary Club Of Minster On Sea  

Tesco’s food collection and the family who donated a trolley full

Street collection for food bank 
with Santa and his elves

The Santa Saunter

Presentation of 44 children present sacks



The Rotary Club of Sovereign 
Harbour staged a Santa Stroll 

This year around 100 Santas walked around the Harbour to raise money for Children with Cancer Fund Polegate & 
Eastbourne RNLI. A big thank you to everyone who participated and to everyone who helped to organise this event.



“Rotary in Canterbury” brought Santa Claus to 
Canterbury in December, to the delight of many 
local families. Santa and his accompanying elves 
brought plenty of festive cheer to the streets of 
Canterbury, while financial or food donations 
for Canterbury Food Bank and Rotary were also 
collected from those able to donate.

The Rotary Club of Canterbury Sunrise has held the 
Santa’s Sleigh series of events in Canterbury for a 
number of years, collecting for charity and other 
deserving causes while bringing seasonal joy to the 
community – particularly to young children who look 
forward to seeing Santa. 

The club is very seasoned (no pun intended) at holding 
the charity drive and everything was organised very 
well, with Santa (on his brightly lit, shiny sleigh) visiting 
streets along pre-planned routes thanks to the assistance 
of drivers, team leads, banksmen and, of course, 
cheerful elves.  This year, members of two other clubs 
in Canterbury – Rotary Club of Canterbury and Rotary 
Club of Canterbury Forest of Blean – also joined forces 
with Sunrise. The Sleigh set out on the 1st, 5th-9th, 

Santa in Canta!
and 12th-15th December, with each run lasting about 2 
hours. Many youngsters came out to be photographed 
beside the sleigh, while Rotarians and other helpers 
had the pleasure of seeing houses lit up with Christmas 
decorations.

Locals were very supportive and a few of them even 
brought our warm drinks and mince pies to keep 
everyone going! Last year the Sleigh raised £4,158.10 
and despite the cost-of-living crisis the hope is that the 
amount this year will be similar when it’s all totted up. 
50% of this total will go to Canterbury Food Bank, the 
other 50% will go to other Rotary charities. Around two 
pallets of food donations will also go to the Food Bank.

“Yet again, Santa has been a great success and popular 
with local families; it’s been hard work, but well worth it 
– and so good to bring a smile to people’s faces when so 
many people are having a tough time. We’re grateful to 
all that donated and are absolutely delighted that we’ve 
been able to help the Food Bank too, which has been 
seeing unprecedented demand lately,” said President of 
Canterbury Sunrise, Sinitta Nightingale. 

Santa and the sleigh. PC: Sinitta Nightingale                                                 Santa and his helpful “elves”. PC: Sinitta Nightingale

A young child poses beside the sleigh. 
PC: Emma Johnson (with permission)

Mince pies and warms drinks are brought 
out for Santa and his helpers. PC: Chloe Tatt

 Decorated houses along the route. 
PC: Chloe Tatt



Strood Serve Thousands at the 
Rochester Winter Dickens Festival

Historic Rochester has celebrated its Charles 
Dickens heritage for as long as I can remember, 
and Strood Rotary have been there equally as 
long, summer and winter to meet and serve the 
tens of thousands of visitors. 

On the 3rd and 4th of December, Strood, this year 
supported by Chatham Rotary were in our normal pitch 
on the High Street selling mulled wine, hot and cold 
drinks and supporting the wonderful costume parades 
with a bucket collection for the Air Ambulance. The 
public were as generous as ever even in these hard 
times and we raised over £5000 for our good causes. 
Chatham will be supporting the local homeless with 
their share from the event.

These festivals are supported by visitors from far and wide 
and we can always guarantee visiting Rotarians from 
around the country and even from overseas, popping over 
to say hello and spend a little money. Snow machines and 
a fantastic musical programme on the main stage right 
next to our stand set the winter and Christmas spirit and 
for a couple of pound, a tot, we sold plenty of spirits too, 
to spice up the hot mulled wine and hot chocolate.

Thank you to Chatham for your support and thank you 
to higher powers for the good dry, but cold weather, and 
thank you to the public for your wonderful support.

Kevin Bampton
Strood Fund Raising Lead



Rotary is about supporting the community and 
Strood are actively engaged with the Strood 
Community hub and also with St Nicholas’s Church 
in the heart of the town. 

We are delighted this year to be presenting Rev David 
Green with 100 Christmas gift bags 50 for adults and 50 
for children, each filled with some personal and fun items  
to bring, we hope, a little Christmas cheer at this cold 
winter time.

Happy Christmas Strood town.

Hazel Sheehan - Strood Rotary

Morrisons – Great Supporters of Morrisons – Great Supporters of 
Strood Rotary Collection daysStrood Rotary Collection days

Ever been taken by surprise and sent into shock at 
a bucket collection? I and immediate past president 
Hazel have. 

On hearing my chant for ‘keeping the air ambulance 
flying’ a gentleman returned to me and slipped a 
£50 note into my bucket. I did say to him, ‘are you 
sure sir, that is most generous’. ‘Of course he said’ 
and proceeded to slip a second one into Hazel’s 
bucket.Thank you sir and to all the other Morrisons 
customers for helping us raise heading for £1000, 
and a big thanks to Morrisons for your support.

Denis - President Strood Rotary

Strood Christmas Strood Christmas 
Gifts for ChildrenGifts for Children  
and the Homelessand the Homeless

On the 9th and 10th of December, Strood Rotary 
collected at Morrisons in Strood. Morrisons 
stores each have a ‘Community Champion’ and 
making contact with your local one is vital for 
gaining support for collection days. 

Our Strood contact is great and the store is most 
welcoming and this year we were thankfully 
positioned inside the store where for a change we 
were nice and warm. Collecting cash is becoming a 
challenge and our card reader took a few donations, 
on which most are happy to make it a fiver rather 
than a pound, however, we are 
still looking at easier options 
for collecting by card such as 
the examples in the picture, 
but these charge a monthly
 fee. Anyone found anything 
without a charge?



Faversham Rotary might not be the largest club in 
the district, but its members were certainly very 
busy in the weeks leading up to Christmas.

The town’s Umbrella Centre is a designated Warm Hub 
and Rotary provided mince pies for local residents who 
drop in.

The town’s Food Bank asked for 50 advent calendars 
which the Club was able to provide, so children and their 
parents could enjoy the fun of opening a window each 
day until the 25th.Club members donated various cakes, 
sweets and mince pies for parties for senior citizens at 
Age UK and residential homes in the town.

Two local schools were also involved in the Club’s 
Christmas activities. St Mary of Charity and Davington 
Primary Schools made Christmas cards for each resident 
living in the town’s Almshouses and care homes.
Pupils from the same schools also took part in a 
competition to design posters for the Club’s Carol Tour. 
The winning posters were used around the town to 
advertise the Tour and were on display in the Town Hall 
exhibition area for a week.

The pupils who created the winning posters and cards 
received tickets to the Christmas Show at the Arden 
Theatre in Faversham. 

Faversham’s Festive Fun
Faversham Rotary provided over 80 tickets for a group 
of Faversham’s Young Carers to see this year’s Christmas 
Show at the Arden Theatre, a visit jointly arranged by 
Rotary and Imago. 

The young carers saw the Arden’s production of Alice in 
Wonderland. Adapted from the story by Lewis Carroll, 
Alice embarks on 13 adventures in Wonderland – and 
through the Looking Glass.

The Arden theatre gave chocolate bars to each of the 
young carers.

Finally, it just wouldn’t be Christmas without 
the Carol Tour!

The Rotary Club has been running the Carol Tour for 
over 60 years and it has become a much loved event 
in Faversham. It is the Club’s main fund-raiser, with 
all the money raised being used to support local and 
international good causes such as Faversham Young 
Carers, Age UK, the Umbrella Centre, Food Bank, 
Lendwithcare and many more.

Father Christmas and his festive float visited various 
supermarkets and streets and estates across the 
town, from Friday 9th to Friday 23rd December. This 
year’s new development was a “tracker” so that 
people could follow Santa’s progress and know 
when he would appear in their street! Santa’s a 
smart operator though and he just might have given 
people the slip once or twice!!

For many local people, the appearance of the 
float signals the start of Christmas. Some of them 
remember seeing the float as children and now 
they’re sharing it with their grandchildren!

Even in these times of financial hardship, the people 
of Faversham were very generous in their support 
for Rotary and its projects.

A particular thank you goes to the 1st Faversham 
scout group and the Red Panda explorer group for 
their help with the collections.

Faversham Rotary also acknowledges the generosity 
of George Wilson of George Wilson Developments 
Ltd in supporting this year’s Carol Tour.



A very relaxed Tom Tugendhat, seen sitting 
between Rotary President  Colin Ullmann-Jones 
and President’s wife Jenny, spoke not only of 
the Churchillian spirit, but also of the service 
to the community given by Rotary Clubs across 
the country. 

He particularly praised the Rotarians together with the 
Lions and Round Table members of his own constituency, 
who were always there when voluntary projects 
needed to be addressed. Waiving a speaker’s fee, Tom 
asked Rotary to make a donation from the evening’s 
proceeds to the Great Stone Bridge Charity, expressing 
his admiration for the way the Trust supports so many 
organisations in the Edenbridge area.

Thanking Tom for helping to make the evening so 
enjoyable, Rotary President Elect Brenda Risdon told 
the assembled guests that the magnificent profit 
of over £2,000 made on the evening would go to 
ShelterBox, Kent Air Ambulance and the Friends of 
Sevenoaks Hospital.

With only a broom and a pipe as a prop, historical 
presenter Steve Hookins appearing as alter ego “Mr 
Foreman” told members at our last meeting the story of 
Civil Defence in WW2. It was forty minutes jam-packed 
with little-known facts abour WVS, ARP, AFS, HG, CDC 
and a whole host of other acronyms too numerous to 
mention. Did we know that each Borough had it’s own 
Fire Service? Did we know that there was no standard 
issue, such that a Deptford hose would not fit a New 
Cross Fire Engine? We did not – but we do now! Steve 
presents everything at machine-gun rate, not surprising 
as he worked most of his life at The Woolwich Arsenal 
– but everything is made clear, and is delivered with 
humour. Steve is a must for any club that has a speaker 
evening to fill. 

To celebrate both our late Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  
and the life of Rotarian   Neville Wells who passed 
away in 2021 the Club has planted a tree in Russell 
House Gardens next to the Westerham Town Council 
offices. They were assisted by Stephen Bridges, the Vice 
Chairman of Westerham Horticultural Society. “Steve 
has been so helpful in doing the measuring and drawing 
the plans that had to be submitted to the Council” said 
Rotarian Lynda Belton, who organised the buying of 
the tree. It is a Blackthorn as recommended by Steve as 
being the right choice in terms of the soil conditions and 
required future height. “He also attended on Tuesday, 
measuring and preparing the ground so that we got it in 
the correct place and then he even got stuck in with the 
digging.” Stephen Bridges is on the left of the picture 
with ( l-r ) Rotary President Colin Ullmann-Jones and 
Rotarians Peter Smith, John Martin and Lynda Belton.                                                                     

The Rotary Club of
Edenbridge and Westerham

celebrate Sir Winston Churchill

President Colin Ullmann-Jones with Steve Hookins aka Mr Foreman  



The list of events is endless, but the club added 
another dimension when networking with
Medway Council.

Members discovered the 16+Care Leavers Service, young 
adults that could benefit from simple enjoyable events to 
celebrate Christmas. 

Asked to help the Care Leavers Hub at the Elaine Centre in 
Strood, they were able to supply an 8-foot Christmas Tree 
complete with lights which lit up the room ready for the 
first workshop event - wreath making, led by a florist, a 
Rotarian from Rochester Rotary Club with her friend, and 
which proved to be an outstanding success.

The club always partners with the Salvation Army at 
Christmas when they help to pay for, prepare and deliver 
a Christmas Dinner on Christmas Day. 

Prior to this for the very first time, on the 20th December 
members helped to prepare and serve 41 dinners to the 
young adults of Care Leavers.

They all got a Christmas present and enjoyed seeing some 
of their helpers dress up as elves.

Medway Sunlight Rotary Club 
very busy during December 



Undaunted by snow, ice, wind and rain, Bexhill 
Rotarians, their family and friends have been 
pounding the streets of Bexhill during December 
collecting for Bexhill Foodbank and Hastings & Bexhill 
Mencap plus a number of other local good causes.

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS
A BUMPER YEAR! 

As well as the street collections, the Rotarians were also 
collecting at Tesco supermarket at Ravenside Retail Park 
and outside Boots in Devonshire Road.

The current total collected so far is well over the £5,000 
mark which is a marvellous result and one which far 
exceeds the £4,000 or so that was raised this time last year.

 President Perry in Christmas collection mode

A willing donor at Tesco’s along with Rotarians Phil Johnson & 
Robin Taylor

Rotarian Peter Halligan collecting along with his four legged 
minder BentleyFather Christmas and his sleigh out street collecting



President of Bexhill Rotary Club Perry Puddefoot 
has nearly reached the halfway stage in his quest 
to walk a minimum of 1,000 miles in his presidential 
year under the title ‘The Long Road’.

Since he became president in July, he has amassed no 
less than 800 MILES on foot, so he is well on target to 
hit his objective. Whilst he’s been doing his stuff, he 
has also raised £800 for his chosen charities –Bexhill 

THE LONG ROAD – PERRY’S PROGRESS REPORT

Foodbank, Hastings & Bexhill Mencap, and Local Youth 
Organisations.So, do please help Perry on his way as he 
is looking for a whole load of sponsorship where ALL the 
money raised will go to needy causes – your donations 
can be made to THE LONG ROAD fundraising initiative at 
...
BEXHILL ROTARY CLUB TRUST FUND 
(quoting the reference PPWALK)
Sort Code 51-70-12 Account Number 65650395

Channel Rotary are determined to try and help those 
in need this winter and have strong links with several 
schools in the area. 

Many of these schools have to run a hardship fund to 
support the youngsters in their schools that just don’t have 
enough of life’s basic necessities. 

Channel have recently made a substantial donation of 
£4500 across eight schools in the Folkestone & Hythe area.
President Alan Myers said: “This year we are trying as hard 
as we can to identify those in need and directing most of 
our funds to that end. As well as supporting schools I was 
very pleased to be able to present forty £50 vouchers to 
Tina Culver, local Young Carer Support Coordinator, to 
help the young carers in our area who desperately need 
some comfort.”

Tina is a member of Imago, the organisation engaged 
by KCC to provide support for local children and young 
people who have special responsibility for family members. 

Channel Rotary have also set up a Winter Fund where 
people can donate to help organisations in the area to 
provide support for those in need. 

CHANNEL ROTARY RECOGNISES HARDSHIP NEEDS

Alan Myers President of Channel Rotary presenting the 
supermarket vouchers to Tina Culver, local Young Carer Support 
Coordinator

Charities who will benefit include Age UK, Churches 
Winter Shelter and The Shepway Foodbank. If you would 
like to contribute please go to Just Giving and search 
Channel Winter Fund.



THE Rotary Club of Folkestone continued to assist 
others locally this Christmas period by taking Father 
Christmas on his sleigh around Folkestone. 

The club organises this annual event which has taken 
place over the last 50 years where members and local 
volunteers collect money from the public by visiting many 
residential areas.

Folkestone Rotary Club
Christmas Collections - Thank you to all

All monies collected are then used to purchase over 
120 food packages to those who struggle financially 
and delivered to the needy within the local area which 
includes some toys for local children. The parcels are very 
well received by the recipients and as in previous years 
the Folkestone Rotary Club will also be supporting a 
number of charities within the area for Christmas events, 
particularly for the elderly, disabled or disadvantaged. 

Jessie & Georgie Gallagher

Jayke & John Barrett

Collections 2022

Folkestone Yaught Club offer space

Parcel packing 



  
 
As part of Channel Rotary’s desire to help those in 
need this winter, they have just given support to 
three ventures in the Folkestone area 

Just before Christmas, Channel Rotary Club were pleased 
to give funds to Age UK South Kent Coast, The Marigold 
Centre, to run a regular programme in support of 
Folkestone residents with mild-moderate Dementia. 

The programme was set up initially with funding from 
Age UK but when this ceased the group was in danger of 
coming to an end despite great benefit to the participants 
both in preserving memory and informal support. 

The sessions run weekly and follows a 14-session cycle of 
activities, stimulation, music and fun.  

A cheque for £3000 to help maintain this vital service 
was presented to Rebecca McGuiness Cane at The 
Marigold Centre in Cheriton. by Gary Calver Immediate 
Past President. 

Secondly in the run up 
to Christmas yet again 
the members of Channel 
Rotary spent three 
days in Tesco Cheriton 
encouraging customers to 
donate to the Shepway 
Foodbank.The result 
generated literally tons of 
product for the Foodbank.  

Mary Stredwick Chief 
Executive for the Rainbow 
Centre said: “We feel 
incredibly blessed to enjoy your support in so many ways 
including running the Tesco campaign over many years.”

And Wendy Lenhert, Food Operations manager, said: 
“People that have never before been affected by 
hardship, are finding they need to use services like ours.  

CHANNEL ROTARY FOUND 
THREE WAYS TO HELP 

Yet people’s generosity has been truly overwhelming, it’s 
so wonderful to witness everyone doing as much as they 
can to help each other. And your team have given the 
most precious gift of all, your time.  We honestly cannot 
thank you enough, the time you gave to us for this event 
will feed hundreds of adults and children and put some 
beautiful smiles on faces.”

Thirdly they were able to present supermarket vouchers 
to Folkestone & Hythe District Council for distribution to 
children of needy families.  

A Council representative’s response to Channel club’s 
donation was: “We were delighted to be able to use 
the vouchers as part of our annual staff scheme, Nicola’s 
Wish Upon A Star, which supports children of vulnerable 
families in the district at Christmas time.  This year gifts 
were bought by our staff for 236 children aged 0 – 18 
who would not otherwise have received a present 
on Christmas day.  These children were identified for 
us by KCC’s Children’s Social Services, Early Help and 
Adolescent Support. 
 
“We are very grateful for your generous donation which 
enabled us to make sure that none of the children on 
our list were left out. On behalf of F&HDC and the staff 
volunteers who organise and manage the scheme, we 
would like to say a heartfelt Thank You.” 
 
In addition for this very difficult winter Channel Rotary 
have also set up a Winter Fund where people can donate 
to help organisations in the area to provide support for 
those in need. Charities who will benefit include Age UK, 
Churches Winter Shelter and The Shepway food bank. If 
you would like to contribute please go to Just Giving and 
search Channel Winter Fund. 
 
 
 

 
Alan Myers  President of Channel Rotary presenting the 
supermarket vouchers to Tina Culver, local Young Carer Support 
Coordinator 
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The deadline for articles in the February issue is 18th January as well as advertising.

Special advertising and printing offers 
to all Rotary Members

Just choose a package that suits your business

All the above is based on receiving print ready artwork and VAT would be charged if applicable.

All the above would normally be £195.00 - Bronze Package - £140.00

All the above would normally be £305.00 - Silver Package - £240.00

All the above would normally be £515.00 - Gold Package - £355.00

£355 Gold

£140 Bronze

£240 Silver

1. Quarter page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly brochure.
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly brochure.

3. Quarter page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne’s premier Free paper. 
4. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 

    on printing and promotional items.

1. Half page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly brochure.
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly brochure.

3. Quarter page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne’s premier Free paper. 
4. Printing of 250 A5 leaflets in full colour, OR, 250 business cards, full colour plus matt laminated. 

5. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 
    on  printing and promotional items.

1. Full page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly newsletter/brochure. 
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly newsletter/brochure. 

3. Half page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne premier Free paper. 
4. Printing of 500 A5 leaflets in full colour, OR, 500 business cards, full colour plus matt laminated. 

5. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 
    on any printing and promotional items.


