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MORE than 400 runners took part in this year’s 
Folkestone Rotary Club Half Marathon.

Race Director Ray Johnson said: “The race was a 
great success with perfect weather conditions and 
over 30 running club teams participating along with 
the popular children’s race.

“The event was certainly enjoyed by all. As ever the 
encouraging marshals pulled the runners along to 
achieve many personal bests. 

“Heartiest congratulations to all the participants in 
the race and a special well done to both Marshall Smith 
Ashford AC as overall winner 1:09:33 and first female 
home Emily Nash Tunbridge Wells Harriers 1:32:01. 
“Well done Folkestone Running Club for winning both 
male and female teams once again. 

“Many runners continue to raise funds for good causes, 
it is so nice to see everyone come over the finishing 
line achieving their own goals and enjoying the event.” 
There were so many newcomers to the event - some 
from as far afield as Bedford. 

17th Folkestone Rotary 

Half Marathon

A few 17-year-olds came on board and one runner 
at 75 who beat a few much younger! Ray said: “It 
is always a fantastic achievement for the runners to 
complete the course either as an elite runner or a 
new participant to a half marathon 13.1 miles and 
congratulations to all. 

“The race encourages participation, assist charities, 
attracts visitors to our district, and promote good 
health and wellbeing. In addition, a good outcome 
is to increase the profile of sport. 

“It was so nice to see so many runners and spectators 
chilling in such nice weather. Thanks to you all that 
have assisted the event once again. “This year we 
support The Folkestone Rotary Club’s giving where 
we support many local charities which will assist 
them greatly.”

Help was received with sincere thanks from over 
70 marshals and assistants including Hythe, 
Channel, Deal & Folkestone Rotary Clubs, Nice Work, 
Folkestone Running Club and many local support 
volunteers including the Police Cadets.



Firstly, Thank You to all the clubs in our District 
who have doneso much to help those suffering in 
Ukraine. I do not use the word suffering lightly! 

My apologies for writing to you again in this build up 
to Christmas with all the Christmas Collections that you 
have no doubt organised. However, I feel sure that the 
recent attacks on power generation and distribution 
plants in Ukraine have not escaped your notice.  While 
we worry about paying our electricity bills, the people in 
Ukraine have no power as it has been cruelly taken away 
from them. The Rotary GB and I Ukraine Committee have 
been working on the problem and have launched a joint 
UK District-wide appeal, which we are supporting.

To this end, we on behalf of the people of Ukraine, are 
appealing for more funds from your club to support 
this cause.  You have already given generously, and I 
am proud that this District alone has offered more than 
currently £88,000 for the relief of refugees and civilians in 
Ukraine. The photo is of the 2 generators sent recently by 
the new club of Crowborough to Ukraine. For example, 
the cost of a 3.3kw generator is £470 plus VAT delivered 
to Poland for transport into Ukraine. 

Unfortunately, the war, (for it cannot be called any less), 
continues. Civilians and non-combatants in the war, 
especially children, are continuing to be injured and 
need hospital treatment. If the hospitals have no mains 

Urgent - District 
Ukraine Group

electricity their function is severely curtailed. Thus, we are 
seeking more money to enable us to purchase generators 
to enable these places to function.

The District, at our Ukraine Group meeting on November 
18th allocated £5000 for generator purchase and 
transport. We understand your funds are already 
stretched, but am asking, once again, to give to this 
appeal, in order to alleviate suffering in Ukraine. Thank 
you in advance and good luck with your collections.

Please if you are able, send funds to: 
Account Name: Rotary International District 1120 
Sort Code: 40.42.04  
Account number: 41528041   
Ref: Ukraine Generator fund

The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour Santa Stroll 
will take place on Saturday 10th December.

It starts at 11am from the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, 
following the warm up to be led by Louise Cave. 

Why not join this fun stroll of about 4 miles around the 
Harbour? The event is suitable for all ages and mobility. 
The entrance fee covers a free Santa costume for each 
stroller.  All funds raised will be divided between the 
RNLI (Eastbourne) and The Children with Cancer Fund 
(Polegate). 

The Rotary Club would like to thank Premier Marinas and 
Leaders Letting & Estate Agents for supporting this event.

For more information and to enter visit 
www.santastroll.org.uk

Sovereign Harbour Santa Stroll



Deadline for the January edition is December 18 - email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

To advertise in the January issue of the magazine, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com
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Some 65 lucky runners at the Tonbridge Half Marathon were surprised 
and delighted to win a spot prize on Tonbridge Rotary’s stand - wine, 
beer, chocolates, biscuits and vouchers - all kindly donated by local 
businesses and organisations.  Our thanks go to Janet Sergison for 
obtaining the prizes and Sonia Williams for handing out the vouchers 
to the weary winners when they completed the course. 

A special Rotary evening meeting was held at the Rose & Crown Hotel 
where Friends of Rotary and the club’s Business Partners were 
welcomed by Rotarians to a buffet supper.  
 

The purpose of the meeting was to foster fellowship, networking and a 
sharing of ideas by all involved with Tonbridge Rotary.  

To mark World Polio Day we will be planting another 4000 crocus 
corms.  One of the ways Rotary draws attention to its End Polio Now 
campaign is to plant crocuses which produce a spectacular splash of 
purple when they bloom in the Spring – purple being the colour used 
by those administering the vaccine in third world countries to indicate 
that children have received the vaccine by dipping their little fingers in 
purple dye.  This year we will be extending the area of last year’s 
planting on the grass verge opposite Tonbridge School.  

Twice a year Tonbridge Rotary organises a Frugal Lunch where 
participants pay the normal charge for lunch but receive only soup, 
bread and cheese, with the surplus going to a charity.  The chosen 
charity in October was Aquabox which supplies filtration units 
capable of providing safe drinking water to families and communities.  
This is in response to the disastrous floods in Pakistan. 
 

Photo credit:  Aquabox 

SERV Kent–Bloodrunners provides emergency courier services transporting 
blood products, samples  and other patient essential items to the major 
hospitals and hospices in Kent.  The work of the charity was explained by 
Trevor Sayer at an evening event organised by Sevenoaks Rotary Club and 
Sevenoaks Unitarians to which Rotarians from local clubs were invited.   Those 
attending the talk included Penny and Julian Brandling-Harris, President and 
Vice-President respectively, from Tonbridge Rotary Club which has supported 
the Bloodrunners in the past. 
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Maidstone Riverside Rotary held a bike 
collection at a “pop up” collection point in 
Maidstone on Saturday 29th October in aid of 
the Bikes for Africa campaign organised by the 
Re~Cycle charity. 

This was the second year we had run this event and it 
was again a success with 100 bikes being collected over 
a 6 hour period. The bikes came in various conditions 
from the virtually brand new to others, a little more 
historic! One bicycle had recently been bought for 
£1000 and had been used 3 times! These bicycles are 
already in a container and heading to their eventual 
destination, The Gambia.

These unwanted, unloved bicycles taking space in 
sheds and garages will now improve lives. I have 
visited The Gambia on a dozen occasions and am 
always impressed by the way the children will happily 
walk several miles to school (my children were reluctant 
to walk down the road!). In many cases these bicycles 
will be issued to head teachers who will issue them to 

Maidstone Riverside Rotary 
runs successful “Bikes for Africa” 

Collection Day
children to use, whilst attending school. The children 
then arrive at school fresh and return home relaxed. 
This aids the learning process. 

We were grateful for some excellent advanced publicity 
provided by Rotary Radio UK, BBC Radio Kent and 
Maidstone Radio which helped spread the word about 
our event.

As a Rotarian I can say that these events are so much 
fun to do with members getting involved having fun 
and working for an excellent result. 

After our first “pop up” in 2021 another local Rotary 
club impressed by our success held their own event this 
year leading to more bicycles going to Africa. I would 
encourage other Rotary clubs to consider this worthwhile 
project. If interested please call me on 07793 817226 
or email nigel@harvey51.co.uk and I can answer 
any questions. 

Also visit the charity website www.re-cycle.org 



The three Rotary Clubs in Canterbury 
occasionally work together under the umbrella 
of “Rotary in Canterbury”, and this is just what 
they’ve done for some of their recent activities. 

Going purple for polio
On World Polio Day on the 24th October the 
Canterbury and Canterbury Sunrise clubs joined 
forces to light St Dunstan’s Church in Canterbury 
in purple to highlight Rotary’s efforts to help 
eradicate polio from the world. 

During their regular meeting later in the week, 
members of the Canterbury club also wore something 
purple and were treated to a purple-themed meal 
(inspired by the purple themed e-recipe book that 
the two clubs created last year – which can still be 
downloaded for free from here: 
https://bit.ly/purpleebook). 

It’s better together in Canterbury!

Lighting St Dunstan’s church in Canterbury purple for World 
Polio Day.

A door of the church is lit up in purple. 

Canterbury Rotarians wearing something purple to mark 
World Polio Day.

A purple-themed meal to mark World Polio Day.

The front cover of the purple-themed e-recipe book. 



Helping the Poppy Appeal
Rotary Club of Canterbury members regularly 
help the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal 
(over the years they’ve helped collect over 
£40,000 for the appeal), and this year they 
were delighted to be joined by members 
from the Canterbury Sunrise club as well as 
a Winchester Rotarian and an intern at the 
charity ‘Tools for Self Reliance’.

While collecting for the Appeal in the local 
supermarket one member was surprised to bump 
into the President Elect of the Rotary Club of 
Baridhara Sunrise from Dhaka, visiting Canterbury 
all the way from Bangladesh – proving what a small 
world it is when you’re a Rotarian!

On Remembrance Sunday the President of the 
Canterbury club represented all three Canterbury 
clubs (Canterbury, Sunrise and Forest of Blean) as 
he laid a wreath during the local Remembrance 
Sunday ceremony at Canterbury’s Buttermarket, 
next to Canterbury Cathedral.

Young chefs cook up a treat
Canterbury and Canterbury Sunrise also got 
together to hold Canterbury’s first ever heat of 
Rotary’s Young Chef Competition. 

Six youngsters from local schools took part in the 
competition, each cooking up a 3-course meal on a 
£22 budget. The heat was won by Lucy Chambers 
from Queen Elizabeth’s School, Faversham, whose meal 
included handmade ravioli, chicken and green beans, 
and iced choux-buns with fresh raspberries. The judges, 

Pictures: (all pictures credit Rotary Club of Canterbury unless stated otherwise)
 

Canterbury Sunrise President, Sinitta Nightingale, with Winchester 
Rotarian Nick Bell and ‘Tools for Self Reliance’ intern Thomas 
Bwambale. (Picture credit: Rotary Club of Canterbury Sunrise)

Canterbury Rotarian Nan Miller and 
Bangladeshi Rotarian Shaila Rahman 
(Picture credit: Shaila Rahman) 

Rotary in Canterbury’s wreath for Remembrance Day. (Picture 
credit: Rotary Club of Canterbury Forest of Blean)

Rotarian Raj Dasan 
collecting for the 
poppy appeal 

A collage of some of the photos taken during the Canterbury 
heat of Rotary’s Young Chef Competition. 

Canterbury heat winner Lucy Chambers (centre) with Canterbury 
Sunrise President Sinitta Nightingale (left) and Canterbury 
President Tony Loughran (right).
 

including trained chef Joey Wicks from Canterbury’s 
Prince of Wales Youth Club, all praised her technical 
skills and abilities. Lucy received a £25 voucher, a 
specially embroidered Rotary Young Chef apron and 
a framed certificate; she will now go forward to the 
District heats.



 
Hythe Rotarians have been diligently working 
amongst the community of the town.  

In addition to their regular work and contribution 
to local life, Rotarians set themselves the challenge 
to provide an additional one million seconds of 
community service. This means providing more 
support to many aspects of our community.

Members have been involved in the following:
• Assisting Dementia Awareness Forum                                                                                                                                           
• Watering plants for “Hythe in Bloom”                                                                                         
• Meals on wheels deliveries for Age UK                                                                                           
• Assisting other organisations in the town with set up    

SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF MILLION 
SECOND CHALLENGE FOR HYTHE ROTARY CLUB

   and marshalling at their Boot Fairs                                                                           
• Clearing dog waste in parts of the town                                                                                                             
• Clerical duties at Age UK                                                                                                                  
• Assisting at Hythe Venetian Fete                                                                                                    
• Supplying transport for the elderly for hospital visits
 
The challenge has been a great success and Rotarians 
have completed the one million seconds contribution 
ahead of the target date.  

Despite finishing this challenge ahead of time, Hythe 
Rotarians intend to continue giving their additional 
time to the community until their original cut off date 
of the end of November.



Donate This Winter to 
Help Others

in Greater Need!

Donate today via                                          Channel Winter Fund                                            

Channel Rotary supporting, Age UK, the 
Folkestone Winter Shelter and Foodbank has created a 

Winter Fund where you can easily donate

Every year the winter becomes a challenging time 
for the elderly, the homeless and the needy 

Join us to help them

If you get one why not make this the year to 
give some of your Winter Fuel Payment. 

Your generosity can really  
make a difference

We will make sure that this money 
reaches the most needy during the 

coming winter period

Registered Charity Number: 1031549

Channel Rotary have created a Winter Fund where people can donate easily and know that 
their money will go to help those who are vulnerable and in need this winter. 

With inflation and energy price rises, this kind of support is needed more than ever this year. The government has been 
generous with extra financial help, especially for pensioners. It may be that you are lucky and don’t need all that extra so 
giving some to The Channel Winter fund is a great way of helping others. “Every year we try and support those in need in 

our area and this makes a really easy way to give, just search Channel Rotary and click on the link” says President Alan Myers.



To celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
Folkestone Rotary Club, a new, fully illustrated 
book has just been published chronicling the 
club’s history and featuring their many events 
and fundraising activities.

These include the Folkestone Competitive Musical 
Festivals, the Folkestone Half-Marathon and Santa’s 
annual visits towed around the streets of Folkestone 
and Cheriton. 
 
The book also looks at the many ways Club has 
supported residents of the town, from supporting 
apprenticeships in the Great Depression, through 
to more recently with practical help with school 
uniforms, help for those affected in the Folkestone 
flood, debt relief advice, and with helping to organise 
the volunteers at the former Debenhams store COVID 
Vaccination Centre. 

Not to mention the work the Club has achieved 
internationally in countries such as Nepal and India, 
and in supporting Rotary International’s efforts to 
end Polio worldwide.
 
The book contains many humorous anecdotes and also 
gives a fascinating glimpse into the lives of many of the 
past Rotarians whose businesses were familiar names 
in the town, as well as the famous celebrity guests the 
Club has welcomed and hosted.
 
Not only will this book enlighten readers into some of 
the unsung ways the Club has worked in partnership 
with local residents to international charities in 
developing fellowship, goodwill, and understanding; 
but it also gives a good insight into what a local Rotary 
Club can achieve for anyone interested in supporting 
their local club.
 
President Ray Johnson said: “Our thanks to Vince 
and other Rotarians who worked hard to produce a 
wonderful publication. The club will be 100 in February 
2023 and this publication is such an enjoyable read 
with some superb pictures depicting the vast array of 
activities over the years. It is truly incredible to learn 
the history of the club and how it has coped and 
prospered by serving the community both locally 
and internationally.”
 
The books are available to order from: 
vince.williams@folkestonerotary.org
 
Paperback copies of ‘A Century of Service - The Rotary 
Club of Folkestone by Vincent Williams’ are £10 each 
and there is also a limited edition hardback edition 
priced at £15 each.

A century of service

Vince Williams and President Ray Johnson.



The Rotary Club of Folkestone will be making 
Christmas extra special this year.

Santa will be coming back to Folkestone and 
joining Rotarians from December 1.

He will be along with his sleigh and the many 
helpers, along various routes within Folkestone.
 
The club organises this annual event where 
members and local volunteers collect money from 
the public by going round residential areas with 
Father Christmas on a float.
 
All monies collected are then used to purchase 
large quantities of food that is separated into bags 
and delivered to the needy within the local area. 

These may also include toys for local children. The 
parcels are received very well by the recipients and 

Rotary Folkestone at Christmas
Rotarians have had numerous letters of thanks in 
the past for support and consideration. 

As in previous years, the Folkestone Rotary Club 
will also be supporting a number of charities 
within the area for Christmas events, particularly 
for the elderly, disabled or disadvantaged.



SHOCK & HORROR 
Cross words at a Rotary meeting!

Tim Moorey (centre) with President Colin Ullmann-Jones                      
and Club Secretary John Martin

Neville Wells, his legacy lives on

It is just over  a year since our Club lost its longest 
serving member at the age of 96. 

Neville Wells, seen here receiving his Rotary Sapphire 
Badge from Rotarian Zena Belton, was an outstanding 
Rotarian and is sadly missed. Neville trained as a pilot 
during his National Service from 1944, and went on 
to fly Boeing 707’s out of Gatwick. Later he joined 

his family business running laundries in Westerham. 
Already a member and past Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Tallow Handlers, Neville later became 
Master of the Worshipful Company of Launderers, 
which was founded by his father. He supported both 
until his demise.

Neville will be remembered by many as the longest 
serving choir member at St Mary’s Church in Westerham 
and was also a choir member at St Peter’s Church 
Limpsfield. He supported both of these into his early 90’s. 

It came as a complete surprise to his fellow Rotarians 
when they heard that Neville had left a bequest to 
the Club in his will. Following consultation with his 
family, the Club has used some of the bequest to 
contribute to the Westerham Food Bank. More will be 
used to plant a tree in Westerham in honour of our 
late Queen, as part of the Platinum Jubilee initiative 
supported by Rotary.

A great man. Following his 60 years in Rotary, Neville will 
have been known by many in the District and beyond. 
He will be missed by all, but his legacy lives on. 

Crosswords were there by arrangement at 
Rotary’s last meeting, when the speaker was 
Tim Moorey.

Tim sets over 150 crosswords a year for The Times 
newspaper and The Week magazine and his book 
“How to crack cryptic crosswords” is a popular and 
well-read handbook for  enthusiasts. 

As well as giving out tips, Tim gave an amusing 
account of how he goes about his craft, and how 
he deals with correspondents who dare to criticise 
his answers…

THE ROTARY CLUB OF
EDENBRIDGE AND WESTERHAM



The club’s meeting on 16 November 2022 was 
given over to Senlac Rotary’s annual Frugal Supper, 
an occasion when the club’s thoughts are directed 
to those who suffer poverty across the world. 

The funds raised on the evening are donated to Rotary 
Foundation, Rotary’s own charity and one of the 
largest In the world, which helps Rotary members to 
advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace 
by improving health, providing quality education, 
improving the environment, and alleviating poverty. 
Supper, instead of the usual main dinner, was a bowl 
of leek and potato soup with a bread roll. However, 
this was supplemented, at a cost, by a small goody 
bag with additional snacks. Supper was followed by 

FRUGAL SUPPER

Ray Dixon shows off his new t-shirtThe frugal supper

Who’s a 
cheeky monkey!
DG Visits Gibraltar
Eileen and I had a very inspiring visit to the Rotary 
Club of Gibraltar in November. 

The club made us most welcome, and we thoroughly 
enjoyed visiting this forward-looking club. 

They do not eat a meal during their meetings but they 
warned us to eat before we came to the meeting! They 
do meet for a long time in the bar after the meetings! 

We were treated to a meal out the next evening and 
we were grateful for the hospitality they offered us. 
They have 5 new members in the pipeline and are 
very involved in the community. 

We also enjoyed the 25 degrees and sitting on our 
balcony with our G&T’s. We went on a trip one day 
to see the sights of the Rock and of course to see the 
famous monkeys! The monkey is the one not wearing 
a blue polo shirt! And no, it didn’t find any nits! 

A most enjoyable few days. 

DG Paul

an indoor games session which was won by Ray Dixon 
with Ian Robinson taking the wooden spoon. 

The evening raised about £260 for Rotary Foundation.



Bexhill Rotary Club staged yet another successful 
tea party at St. Augustine’s Church Hall in Bexhill by 
inviting 60 local senior citizens along for some fun 
and laughter.

There was plenty of food and drink too. After Rotarians 
had ferried their guests to the party, things got started 
at 2 o’clock with sherry or orange juice along with a 
welcome from MC Bexhill Rotarian John Coles who 
proceeded in telling jokes and even impersonated a 
one-arm bandit, much to the amusement of everybody.

After this came songs and music from pupils at St. 
Richards Catholic College who really lit up the place 
with their joyous enthusiasm and expertise. 

At the end of their performance, they were given a hearty 
and well-deserved applause. They were followed by more 
music from the dynamic guitar strumming duo of Bexhill 
Rotarians Brian Cope and Phil Johnson who sang whilst the 
guests tucked into their tea of sandwiches and cakes, and 
no indigestion was reported!

After the sandwiches and cakes had been consumed, it 
was the turn of entertainer Ritchie Lee to round off the 
afternoon with an hour of song and laughter, and dancing 
to his music by some of the enthusiastic audience.

Finally at 4.30 it was the turn of Rotary District Governor 
Paul Frostick to wind things up by thanking everybody 
for coming along and the Deputy Mayor of Bexhill 
Claire Baldry for supporting the event, after which the 
guests were driven home by the Rotarians having had 
a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon.

Bexhill Rotary Club Tea Party

A large contingent of Bexhill Rotarians descended 
on Egerton Park Indoor Bowls Club in Bexhill to 
do battle on the bowling green.

On the basis of no sustenance means no bowling, 
the evening got off to a foody start with a hearty 
plate of ham, egg and chips, supplied by the friendly 
kitchen staff, with plenty of second helpings devoured, 
presumably to build up the stamina required to 
perform on the bowling green.

After Past President John Cooper gave the enthusiastic 
bowlers some use tips and guidance, it was down to 
the action on the bowling green. 

Some interesting techniques were seen by some of the 
bowlers, such as getting the bias wrong when sending 
the wood off meaning it arrived on the wrong rink! 
Then there was the throwing method which didn’t 
really help accuracy one bit, it bounced down the rink 
without direction. 

Some bowlers did get the hang of the right technique, 
some taking longer than others to master things. 

At the end of the evening, everybody went home 
happy with their efforts, and relieved that nobody 
suffered any injuries.

Bexhill Rotary are bowled over!



Vernon Findlay was presented by District 
Governor Paul Frostick with a well deserved 
Rotary’s Four Avenues of Service Award for his 
commitment to community service.

Vernon, who joined Bexhill Rotary Club ten years ago, 
has raised nearly £20,000 for a number of charities, 

Vernon Findlay receives Award
including Dom’s Food Mission, Homecall, 1066 
Pink Ladies, Warming Up The Homeless, and Bexhill 
Foodbank.

In addition, Vernon has been making a whole range of 
items from discarded wood which have found their way 
to King Offa Primary Academy, St. Michael’s Hospice 
and Highwoods Preservation Society.

Vernon is also involved with Bexhill Heritage helping 
to restore the bandstand on the seafront, he is also 
Membership Secretary for Highwoods Preservation 
Society.

He has found time since 2015 to help no less than 
32 pupils at King Offa Primary Academy in Bexhill 
assemble eleven kit cars!

At the dinner held to mark the Centenary of the 
Rotary Club of Tunbridge Wells, the Mayor of 
Tunbridge Wells, Cllr Godfrey Bland in his speech 
to mark the occasion, commented that wherever 
you go in Tunbridge Wells, Rotary has left its mark. 

As part of that tradition, the Club decided to mark its 
Centenary by donating outdoor gym equipment made 
by HAGS to Tunbridge Wells Council. 

This was with a view to it being installed in Dunorlan Park 
to enable the general public to exercise free and in the 
fresh air whilst enjoying the delights of the Park. 

The money to pay for the equipment was raised by the 
Club along with generous donations from the Rotary 
Club of the Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells and the Round 
Table of Tunbridge Wells.

The equipment was installed during the summer and 
officially opened and handed over to the Council by 
Chris Cowdrey, the former England and Kent County 
Cricketer, at a reception in Dunorlan Park in the presence 
of the Mayor, Councillors, Council Officers as well as the 
Presidents of the Club and the Rotary Club of the 
Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells and representatives of Friends 
of Dunorlan Park. 

Drinks and some snacks were available at the reception 
held on a pleasant summer’s evening when, to everyone’s 
relief, the weather was kind. 

The more adventurous of the guests were able to make 
use of the equipment afterwards.

Rotary Makes its mark in 
Tunbridge Wells - again

A further celebration of the equipment was subsequently 
organised by the Friends of Dunorlan Park in cooperation 
with the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Health 
Improvement Team with an instructor from Fusion 
Lifestyle leading some fitness sessions. 

Hopefully, the equipment will become a firm favourite 
with people exercising in the Park and it is hoped that 
the equipment along with other projects being carried 
out by Rotary and the Council, will continue to help make 
Tunbridge Wells a pleasant and attractive place to live.



Channel Rotary in Folkestone were fortunate 
in having Wendy Lehnert, the Food Operations 
manager for the Rainbow Centre, come to give 
them a talk on the work of the centre, especially 
the Foodbank. 

She gave a detailed talk outlining all the brilliant 
work that they are doing, ranging from their Family 
Contact Centre to the Homeless Support services and 

CHANNEL ROTARY PROVIDE VITAL 
SUPPORT FOR SHEPWAY FOODBANK

reconfirmed that Channel Rotary continued help for the 
Foodbank is desperately needed. 

Such was the excellence of her talk that she was made 
a Rotary Ambassador for the evening and was given a 
cheque for £1000 to support the Foodbank.

Mary Stredwick Chief Executive for the Rainbow 
Centre, said “We feel incredibly blessed to enjoy your 
support in so many ways including running the Tesco 
campaign over many years. Sadly the need continues to 
rise, and we are doing all we can to support families to 
put food on the table.”

This just represents one of the many ways in which 
Channel Rotary is determined to help those suffering 
hardship in these difficult times, which include 
providing money for school hardship funds and grocery 
vouchers for young carers.

To help support Channel Rotary in this task why not 
give something to their Winter Fund designed specially 
to help those struggling including to help the Winter 
Shelter, the Foodbank and Age UK. Just search Channel 
Winter Fund on Just Giving or go direct via 
www.justgiving.com/campaign/channelwinterfund

The photograph shows John Krawczyk Channel Rotary’s foodbank 
Liaison with Wendy Lehnert Food Operations Manager for the 
Rainbow Centre

Alan Myers, the president of Channel Rotary, 
presented a cheque for £2500 to Dan Hulme, Chief 
Executive of The Sports Trust.

This money was raised during the year, which included 
the annual Folkestone Triathlon. 

The handover took place at F51 by the climbing walls 
in the new world class skate board/climbing centre, the 
latest venture for the Trust. 

The Sports Trust has also set up a new initiative called the 
Shred Club that offers Children aged 5-15 access to the 
skate park for £1 a month during term time for all schools 
in the Folkestone and Hythe District who work with The 
Sports Trust

Channel are very pleased to support the Trust as they 
provide facilities for all kinds of sport in the Folkestone 
area, particularly for those less fortunate.

CHANNEL ROTARY DONATE £2500 
TO THE SPORTS TRUST

The photographs show Alan Myers President Channel Rotary 
with Dan Hulme Chief Executive of The Sports Trust

Dan said “The donation is a huge step towards achieving 
the goal of supporting young people to take part in sport, 
especially those finding it hard to afford it, so thank you 
for your continued support across the community of 
Folkestone and surrounding outreach”



The Rotary Clubs of Eastbourne have been 
organising a special Christmas tree outside the 
Congress Theatre and this is the 25th year – 
The Rotary Tree of Light, remembering loved 
ones at Christmas.

Everyone is welcome to join the service on Sunday 4th 
December starting at 4pm – starting in the foyer of the 
Congress and then outside to tie ribbons to the tree. 
There are readings, songs from the team at The Royal 
Hippodrome Theatre, and Marcus Plant and members 
of the Eastbourne Silver Band will play before the 
service and while ribbons are being tied.

The tree could not happen without the support of local 
businesses who sponsor the tree. Leaflets and ribbons 
are distributed to supporters who can complete their 
dedications in advance or on the day. 

All of the messages go into a book of remembrance both 
on the website, www.eastbournetreeoflight.co.uk 
and in a book situated in Eastbourne Library. .

The Tree of Light gives us an opportunity to stop and 
remember those we miss and taking a moment to write 
a message on a ribbon or a dedication for the book of 
remembrance helps many of us reaffirm our love for our 
family and friends no longer with us at Christmas.

Eastbourne’s Rotary Tree of Light
The event raises the profile of Rotary supporting the 
community – people and charities.

This year’s sponsors are: Brewers, Town Property, 
Stephen Rimmer Solicitors, Lodestone Financial, PJ Skips, 
Pomodoro & Mozarella Restorante, Eastbourne Miniature 
Steam Railway, LMDB Accountants, Lawson Lewis Blakers, 
Sussex Legal, Lightning Fibre, Langham Hotel, Lansdowne 
Hotel, Life Media, The Rattonians, Dominic Hill, and Lecs 
UK – The Royal Hippodrome Theatre, Signtek, Bournefree, 
Eastbourne Herald, WSI, Eastbourne AM Rotary Club, 
Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour and the Rotary Club 
of Eastbourne – all working for our community.
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Fun Christmas cards 
support local charity
THERE’S still time to order some wonderful Eastbourne Christmas cards.

By Peter Lindsey

Artist Lyndsey Smith’s colourful 
depictions of Sussex scenes 
have become very popular as 
Christmas cards to raise money 
for local charity SASBAH (the 
Sussex Association for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus). 

The two Eastbourne ones on this 
page are particularly popular.

The humorous way in which Lyndsey 
adds well-known Sussex characters 
into her watercolour paintings has 
become a trademark of her style.

Lyndsey has been working with 
SASBAH for a number of years and 
the funds raised via card sales form 
a vital part of the small charity’s 
annual fundraising.

Rom Sanglaji, CEO at SASBAH, said: 
“We are very grateful to Lyndsey for 
her amazing work. The cards really 
capture the beauty of Sussex and 
funds raised this year will make a real 
difference to our charity.”

To order these cards, please call 
01825 873045 or email 
rom@sasbah.org.uk. They cost £4 
for a pack of ten. Smaller or bigger 
orders are also welcomed.

SASBAH is based at Gun Hill, 
Chiddingly, and supports families 
across Sussex.

Cards available
 1. Christmas Swim Eastbourne
 2. Eastbourne Bandstand
 3. South Downs Near Brighton
 4.  Nearly Time, Uckfield Picture 

House
 5. Angel
 6. Decorating Ducks
 7. Chichester Cathedral
 8. Goose
 9. Reddy Sleddy Snow
10. Bandstand in the Carfax
11. Winter Deliveries Lewes
12. Christmas by the Fire
13.  Christmas Cross & Chichester 

Cathedral
14. Christmas in the Village
15. The Bear in the Market Square
16. Winter Cheer Lewes
17. Winter in the Causeway
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Christmas cards.



Young people never cease to amaze us all at their 
ingenuity, talent and skills. 

This year’s Young Chef Contestants are no exception. 

Folkestone Hotel and Catering Association and the four 
Rotary Clubs of Folkestone, Hythe, Channel and Romney 
Marsh co-sponsored the event and invited young people 
from their areas to compete in the Catering Department 
of Folkestone College. 
 
On Thursday 24th November, 10 nervous students aged 
12 – 16 arrived ready to cook their hearts out, having 
spent months practicing and preparing. 

Parents, carers and families have eaten the chosen meals 
several times as the Young Chefs rehearsed the timing 
and cooking of their chosen meals at home. The task was 
to prepare a healthy main dish for two, costing less than 
£10, to be presented on two plates, in one hour.
 
This year the competition took place in the stunning new 
catering facilities at Folkestone College, and the judges 
were Marcin Szelag, Executive Chef at Rocksalt, David 
Hoseason Executive Chef at Burlington Hotel & Greig 
Hughes Chef Parton at Bao Baron. The judges scored 
each contestant based on the student’s methodology 
and preparation during cooking, knife skills as well as 
dish presentation and of course taste.
 
This year’s unanimous winner was Stanley Stafford (Year 
7) from The Harvey Grammar School with his dish of 

freshly made tortelloni with a ricotta and basil stuffing 
drizzled with a chili oil and crispy onions. Stanley won 
£50 cash from the Folkestone, Hythe & District Hotel & 
Catering Association (FHDHCA) as well as a £50 voucher 
from Rocksalt, and tour of their kitchen. As the winner, 
Stanley also has the chance to compete at the next stage 
of the competition at regional level. 

The competition’s runner up was Isabel from Folkestone 
College with her dish of salmon with chili & pesto served 
with crushed garlic potato and asparagus wrapped in 
Parma ham. Isabel won £25 from FHDHCA and we hope 
also will be accepted into the District competition.
 
Daniel Sanguiseppe, Chairperson of FHDHCA and Ray 
Johnson, President of the Rotary Club of Folkestone, 
thanked Ann-Marie Jones, Kathy Harrison and Connor 
McConville at the college and congratulated the organiser, 
Kate McNeice (Folkestone Rotary) for putting on such a 
wonderful event. 

They also congratulated each of the contestants for such 
a high standard of culinary expertise. The contestants 
received a cookery book and a certificate to show that 
they had competed in a high-level competition.
 
The President Ray Johnson added “What an incredible 
array of dishes that had been produced, the Rotary Clubs 
are delighted to support this event and witness culinary 
talent emerging. The opportunity for the youngsters to 
develop their skills will clearly have long term outcomes 
in their career prospects.“

Junior Masterchef 2022



Disclaimer 
While every care has been taken in the compilation of this 
newsletter errors or omissions are not the responsibility of 
the publishers or of the editorial staff. 
All rights reserved. Rotary Club © 2022

Editor:       Peter Lindsey,  petelindsey30@hotmail.com
Published by: The Rotary Club District 1120
Printed by:      Custard Design & Print. Tel: 01323 430303 
      www.custard-design.co.uk
  

www.rotarysoutheast.org www.facebook.com/Rotary112007840 158103

Rotary
Southeast and Gibraltar

The deadline for articles in the January issue is 18th December as well as advertising.

Special advertising and printing offers 
to all Rotary Members

Just choose a package that suits your business

All the above is based on receiving print ready artwork and VAT would be charged if applicable.

All the above would normally be £195.00 - Bronze Package - £140.00

All the above would normally be £305.00 - Silver Package - £240.00

All the above would normally be £515.00 - Gold Package - £355.00

£355 Gold

£140 Bronze

£240 Silver

1. Quarter page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly brochure.
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly brochure.

3. Quarter page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne’s premier Free paper. 
4. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 

    on printing and promotional items.

1. Half page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly brochure.
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly brochure.

3. Quarter page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne’s premier Free paper. 
4. Printing of 250 A5 leaflets in full colour, OR, 250 business cards, full colour plus matt laminated. 

5. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 
    on  printing and promotional items.

1. Full page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly newsletter/brochure. 
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly newsletter/brochure. 

3. Half page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne premier Free paper. 
4. Printing of 500 A5 leaflets in full colour, OR, 500 business cards, full colour plus matt laminated. 

5. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 
    on any printing and promotional items.


