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On behalf of the Gurkha Memorial Fund UK, 
I am writing to invite you and your wife/partner/
friends to Join us at the Burlington Hotel, 
3-5 Earls Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2HR.
 
The cost is £40.00 per person and will include a special 
three course Nepalese meal provided by The Gurkha 
Kitchen Restaurant. The starter will be Onion Bhaji, 
Spring Rolls, Alu dam, Chicken wings and Chutney. 
The main course Pilau and Plain Rice, Chicken Curry, 
Pork Curry, Lentilles, Mixed vegetables, Paneer, Green 
Salad, Papadum, followed by Fruit Salad. We will also 
enjoy entertainment which will include a band.
 
Following the success of past year’s special event we 
would recommend that you apply for your tickets 
as early as possible to avoid disappointment - the 
maximum number we can accommodate is 120 people.
 
Cheques should be made payable to “Folkestone 
Gurkha Memorial Fund” and sent to Dhan Gurung, 
82 Ashley Avenue, Folkestone, Kent. CT19 4PJ 
or email: dgurung5@hotmail.com Tel: O7861697606
 
Payments can be made by BACS- Folkestone Gurkha 
Memorial Fund; sort code 52-41-42; Account Number 
47201290 - please email details to dgurung5@hotmail.
com  Cash payments can be made - contact Dhan 
Gurung or Mr Ray Johnson, Entry to the event will be 
by ticket only and these will be issued when names and 
numbers are confirmed.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Dhan Gurung
Chairman
The Gurkha Memorial Fund UK
 
PLEASE RESPOND TO:
 
Dhan Gurung ,82 Ashley Avenue, Folkestone, Kent.
CT19 4PJ or email:dgurung5@hotmail.com 
Tel: O7861 697606
 
or Ray Johnson email: rdjohnson2020@outlook.com 
Tel: 07968 290352
 
This Charity Dinner is aimed at raising at £16,000 to 
continue our plans of opening a Computer Centre at 
another Secondary School in the more remote parts 
of Nepal to include desktop computers, training of 
teacher, power point projector, printer, CCTV camera 
and one year technology support for schools in need 
of these facilities, We also include links with Folkestone 

Schools We would be grateful for your further support 
to help us reach our target,
 
Last year we were able to provide COVID-19 support 
30 X Oxygen cylinders plant, 10,000 Face Masks, 
10,000 sanitizing chemical, medical items and also 
organised food support and clothes supplied for over 
200 Household at Mechinagar Jhapa Nepal Twined 
Town of Folkestone. 

We also provided and installed a full set of 11 desktop 
computers  and furniture to the Folkestone Gurkhas 
Nepalese Community Folkestone.

 If you cannot manage to join this event, please 
you can still support by making a donation by using 
the bank details above. Our sincere thanks for 
your support..

The Gurkha Memorial 
Fund Presents

Charity 
Dinner Evening

In Support of Computer Technology Education 
Project for Rural School in Nepal

and Celebration of the 
Gurkha 207 Years Service to the Crown

on Friday 18th November 2022
Venue AT BURLINGTON HOLTEL

3-5 Earls Avenue
Folkestone, Kent CT20 2HR         

at 18:30 hrs
ADVANCED TICKET BOOKINGS PLEASE CONTACT

John Barber T: 07967345901 email: barberjd49@gmail.com
Dhan Gurung T: 07861697606 email: dgurung5@hotmail.com
Ticket Cost £40.00 per person (includes 3 course meal)

GURKHA 207 YEARS

Charity Dinner Evening
F U N D R A I S E R



Imagine is very much a watch word for Rotary 
2022. So imagine a real buzz created over three 
days with laughter, surprise, good ideas and loads 
of applause.

That was the 95th District 1120 Conference held at 
Eastbourne from 21 to 23 October. There were 340 
delegates plus speakers and visitors enjoying the space 
and the technology of the Welcome Building. 

Conference went from the black tie and dance dresses 
of the Gala Ball to the informality of ‘Albert’. Yes, he 
was there again to prick our consciences. This time on 
making sure we made use of all the good advice and 
ideas we are getting online and then pointing out that 
27 of our clubs DID NOT make a contribution to End 
Polio Now last year!

A spacious House of Friendship with regular and 
new charities and groups completed the scene. 
Rotary Radio UK was live World-wide broadcasting 
interviews with delegates and speakers throughout 
the Saturday morning.

Here is our overview to capture the scene and also get 
you thinking about what we saw and heard. 
 First, District Governor  Paul Frostick: “Well, what a 
fantastic conference. My thanks to the Conference 
Committee and of course to everyone who attended. 
If you didn’t attend, ask someone who did what you 
missed as it was fabulous. 

“Chris Davies, The Rotary International Representative 
sent an email afterwards in which she said ‘You 
planned a brilliant mixture of entertainment with 
some inspiring and challenging speakers and the 
workshop idea was innovative. A call to action was 
associated with many of these items and that is just 
what is wanted.’ 

“Chris thoroughly enjoyed it as we did. The whole 
thing came together well and was a great mix of 
comedy and inspiration. 

“The entertainment on the Friday night was enjoyable 
to say the least, the evidence being the number of 
people up dancing! The Saturday evening Banquet and 
Ball was equally uplifting and enjoyed by everyone. 
Getting up on Sunday morning was a challenge but I 
made it and thank you to those who joined me for an 
early morning Communion service at 9am! 

“I believe we all left the Conference buzzing with 
enthusiasm and uplifted to return to our clubs and 
share the experience we had. I have just about come 
down to earth now!!”

Conference 2022
Opening the conference DG Paul said Rotary needed to 
look forward more and open different doors.

“We need to imagine Rotary wherever it will take us,” 
he said. Chris Davies, on behalf of RI President Jenny 
Jones, emphasised Rotary’s need to expand its reach. 

There had to be continuing growth of association with 
communities and groups while also aiming to enhance 
the experience of being involved with Rotary. Inclusion 
and Diversity needs to be on all club agendas and we 
needed to increase our ability to adapt. But also we 
must not forget the fun.

‘Albert’ was there again  

DG Paul Frostick

Very attentive audience . . . 

Rotary International representative Chris Davies



Conference 2022

Definitely behind the scenes for ‘Frost’ with John 
Lyons who never expected to be an actor but was 
a key part of a 17 year story.  

Clare Searle of ‘Greener and Cleaner’ highlights 
what has happened to CO2 emissions since we homo 
sapiens arrived.

David Hamilton 
told us he has 
done over 10,000 
radio shows and 
still enjoys every 
minute, including 
now with Boom 
Radio.

Terry Cooke-Davies (Folkestone) explained how helping 
people out of debt gives a person or family a better 
future. Working with link clubs and support agencies 
they aim to help 150 local people across the next three 
years and alleviate £260,000 of debt.



Conference 2022

‘GoodSAM’ is a web site that saves lives. Professor 
Mark Wilson showed us on the spot how it can find 
the nearest CPR support or send pictures to emergency 
control rooms all saving precious minutes.  

Deal Pirates -- not a traditional Rotary club but growing, having success in their community and a lot of fun. 

Lord Lucas wants partnerships to bring back to life the 
neglected green areas around Eastbourne and beyond. 
Rotary could be the ones to make it happen there and 
around the country!

Steve Brown told us of his challenges from an accident 
to becoming a Paralympian. Then to a TV presenter and 
looking for more challenges.



Conference 2022
It is the mix of Rotary today and tomorrow, 
finding more projects and getting entertained 
that completes a conference. 

Eastbourne 2022 had it all. Plus the first inklings of 
2023 when we join for conference with Districts 1130 
and 1145.  

Look out for www.aweekendawaywithrotary.co.uk 
when it is set up.

Interact RGB&I President 
James Thompson told us 
that being introduced 
to Rotary saved his life. 
He urged us to grow 
Rotaract from the young 
people we help with 
RYLA.

 From public 
school boy to 
rock band rebel 
and eventually 
to vicar - that is 
the Rev Ravi Holy 
who made us 
laugh and think.

Shaun Williamson 
let us a little into 
the world of 
East Enders and 
certainly sent us 
away home 
with songs 
and laughter.  

In the House of Friendship with Mary’s Meals, the 
International and Lifeboat Team, Aquabox and more!

Conference welcomed Global Scholars Brooke Rowan 
(left) hosted by Sidcup Rotary and Darsha Naidu hosted 
by Gravesham with Ebbsfleet Rotary. Brooke is major-
ing on teaching English internationally and Darsha on 
disease tracking and prevention. Scholars co-ordinator 
Brenda Parsons introduces them.

Rotary Magazine Editor Dave 
King said we need to grow 
our audiences and find the 
local gatekeepers of the news 
through social media, the web 
AND newspapers.



Strood Pigs fly at 
Cobham Fete
Cobham is a historic village not far from Strood 
and the August Bank Holiday Fete is always a 
great success, but this year the crowds decided 
that COVID was not going to stop anyone and 
with great weather as well, they turned up in 
their thousands. 

You can’t expect everyone to visit your stand, but our 
pigs were very popular and over a couple of hours 
raced the length of the track 40 times. A great advert 
for the batteries and they weren’t the ones you see 
promoted on TV!

The public have continued to be so generouse to 
the Ukraine cause and on Ukraine Independence 
Day, we were able to collect outside of Morrisons 
in Strood where a further £300 was donated over 
just 6 hours. 

It has to be said that it was harder work than the 
collections at the outbreak of the war, but that did not 
prevent £5 and even £10 pound notes being dropped 
into the bucket.

We also take card payments and £21 was gathered in 
this way. Has any club mastered the one touch fixed 
donation by card yet? However, the Sum Up + Collec-
Tin looks a good one to try. 

Strood Ukraine Day Collection 
Card Payments are popular

Being unwell in hospital is no fun, but hospital 
radio stations have brought popular and soothing 
music to patients ears for many years. 

Once upon a time there was a headset hung over the 
back of each bed plugged into a socket in the wall, 
then they moved into multi function screens that 
swung across the front of the bed, but at Medway Hos-
pital they have turned another page and patients and 
lounge areas are now being equiped with DAB/FM ra-
dio sets that are tuned into the Hospital Radio Station. 
The Medway cluster of 6 clubs are working together 
and Rochester, Chatham, Gillingham, Strood, Medway 
and Medway Sunlight have jointly funded the purchase 
of 32 DAB/FM radio sets for the hospital to distrubute 
around the wards. Finally, in October we were able to 
present the radio sets and visit the radio station room 
during a live broadcast.

Clubs working together can achieve some great things 
and on the 8th October we joined for a special speaker 

It was a warm 
day and together 
with the sale 
of a couple of 
hundred Ice 
Slush Fruit drinks, 
enabled the club 
to raise a good 
sum which will 
go towards the 
Ukraine projects.

Thank you 
Cobham for a 
great day. Need 
a Pig Race Fund 
Raiser … 
Get in Touch.

Medway Cluster Hospital Radio Project
dinner evening at Chatham Maritime, but that’s for 
another article.



Elizabeth Stuart-Smith, the President of Ashford 
Rotary Club, has chosen Canine Partners as her 
charity for the forthcoming year. 

She was inspired to support the charity having heard of 
the wonderful work it does helping hundreds of people 
with disabilities throughout Kent and the UK.

The amazing dogs are carefully matched with their 
human partners’ needs and lifestyles, no matter 
how challenging. 

They are trained to help with everyday tasks such 
as opening and closing doors, loading the washing 
machine, picking up items, pressing buttons and 
switches, and fetching help in an emergency. They can 
even help people dress and remove cards from ATMs.

Canine partners (the dogs) also provide psychologically 
and social benefits such as:
• Increased independence, confidence, motivation and  
  self esteem
• Companionship, security and unconditional friendship
• Helping people return to work
• Increased social interaction
• Reducing reliance on human carers and, in some 
  cases, medication.

Ashford Rotary Club President’s 
Charity Canine Partners

In September, 
Ashford Rotary 
Club held a tea 
party to raise funds 
for the charity. The 
guests of honour 
were Marion and 
her canine partner, 
Truman. Marion 
told how Truman 
had transformed 
and enhanced 
her life, giving 
her the freedom 
to do things she 
could not have 
done without him. 
The event raised 
a substantial sum 
which was donated 
to the charity.

The charity needs to raise over £3 million in 2022. 
Check out www.caninepartners.org.uk

Pictured is Marion, Truman and Ashford Club President 
Elizabeth Stuart- Smith

Once again Faversham Rotary has taken delivery 
of 4000 purple crocus corms for planting 
around the town to raise awareness of polio 
and Rotary’s continuing contribution to its 
eradication worldwide. 

This year the Club has been supported in its efforts by 
several local groups.

The 1st Faversham Scouts Beaver Pack will be planting 

Faversham Rotary & Purple4Polio 2022
their crocus in pots to take home with them. Then they 
can put them in their gardens, so they will be spread 
out across Faversham and some of the local villages. 

Faversham Rotary is continuing to forge links with 
local schools. Club members have recently met the 
headteachers of Davington Primary School and St Mary 
of Charity Primary School. 

Both were keen that their pupils should be involved in 
Purple4Polio and so crocus planting days were arranged 
at each school. 

Rotarians were invited to talk to the children about 
the campaign to End Polio Now and to explain the 
connection with purple crocus.

Faversham Rotary has also been collaborating with 
other local groups, including Faversham in Bloom and 
Abel’s Acre, to plant up other areas of the town with 
purple crocus, adding to areas planted in previous years.

The Club will be planting the remaining few hundred 
crocus in small pots ready to ‘sell’ for a donation when 
we will be in Faversham Market Place in the spring 
promoting Rotary and its local and international projects.



Eleven members of Folkestone Channel Rotary 
visited their twin club in Mechelen Belgium to 
celebrate the life of Frederik Mortlemanns.

He was a past President of the Mechelen club who had 
died recently in a boat accident. 

Frederik had been a very keen participant in the twin 
events that the two clubs had arranged over many years. 

Members and their guests attended an excellent dinner 
at Salons Van Dyck where many people were able to 
share fond memories of Frederik, including Channel’s link 
member Courtney Collins and President Alan Myers.

Whilst there, the eleven Channel members were treated 
to an excellent boat trip around the local canals and the 
chance to visit the delightful town. 

Belgium is well known for its beer and Channel were 
delighted to be staying in an hotel attached to a brewery!

During the visit Mechelen’s long standing link contact 
David Jackson was made an honorary member of the 
Channel Club in recognition of all his efforts over many 
years to foster good relations between the two clubs.

Folkestone Channel Rotary visit Belgium

LET’S salute the Rotary Club of Romney 
Marsh who are getting well and truly into the 
festive spirit.

Thanks to all those who have volunteered to become 
elves in their Santa Street Collections this year, but they 
now need volunteer drivers – can you help?

TA K E  T H E  S L E I G H
Most of you know that the Rotary Club takes its Santa 
Sleigh around the streets of Romney Marsh in the weeks 
leading up to Christmas. 

Members enjoy doing this as it brings a lot of pleasure to 
families and children (of all ages) and enables Rotarians 
to help the mainly local charities that it supports.

Many local people have kindly stepped forward to help 
as collectors, (elves) but they are now facing another 
challenge to find some new drivers to spread the load 
a little.

The club is starting to put its schedule together and full 
details will be published at www.romneymarshrotary.
co.uk and on Facebook.

The aim is to start the collection on November 28 and 
take the sleigh out on most weekday evenings until 
December 19, followed by a few ‘spare’ nights in case 
any of the planned runs have to be postponed for 
any reason.

Please contact Trevor Harrison by email to 
harrison5255@sky.com 



Inspired by others such as ‘Kids against plastics’ 
Strood descended on to the promenade and beach 
at Westgate for a couple of hours litter picking. 

The tide had deposited all sorts of debris up the beach 
and it was not difficult to fill a few sacks with plastic, 
bottles, straws and rope. It was a satisfying exercise and 
although not busy, the public were there to observe 
Rotary at work. 

Congratulations to Thanet Rotary who have sponsored 
recycling bins along the promenade. They look great 
and leave no one in doubt who has funded them. 

So why did we arrive at Westgate for our project? 
Well, one of our members has a house just up from 
the beach, so this made logical sense to combine some 

Strood Beach Clean Environment Project

A team of schoolchildren from Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School in Faversham have come 
top in the Regional Finals of the F1 in Schools 
competition – a competition that requires 
youngsters to design, construct and race a mini 
racing car (among other tasks). 

The team, named “Eclipse”, has been sponsored and 
supported by the Rotary Club of Canterbury and others 
(such as BAE Systems) for some time, and is now 
eagerly looking forward to the National Finals to be 
held in January 2023.  

(If you wish to know more about the team or 
sponsor them, please visit their website, 
https://www.eclipse-gb.com)

Team sponsored by Canterbury 
Rotarians wins F1 in Schools Regionals

A collage of pictures of the car designed by the Team. 
Picture credit: Eclipse/QEGS Faversham. 

Earlier this year the Rotary Club of Canterbury was 
successful in its application for a district grant to 
support an eye surgery project being led by the Rotary 
Club of Dhaka in Bangladesh in partnership with the 
Bangladesh Eye Trust Hospital. 

The project helps restore sight in those affected by cataracts, 
most of whom cannot afford surgery or are unable to travel 
for the operation. 

Together with a donation from the Canterbury Club a total 
donation of almost £1,400 was sent towards the project. The 
surgery carried out is called “phaco” and has the following 
advantages, which are often important considerations when 
treating underprivileged individuals in under-resourced 
settings: 
• No hospitalization required - surgery is “walk in, walk out”.
• Faster recovery/rehabilitation.
• Less restriction on normal activities (including work).
Over forty individuals received treatment - a mix of male and 

Rotary Service with Rotary fellowship, for which of 
course home hospitality was in no short supply.

Looks like we have found another regular activity for 
the club.

Help for eye surgery camps in Bangladesh
female patients, the youngest patient aged 35 years and the 
eldest aged 85 years.  The club has already sent out another 
donation for the next set of eye camps. 

A composite of pictures taken during the eye surgery project in Bangladesh. 



Sailor Ted is an intrepid sailor and explorer who 
helps the Rotary Club of Canterbury raise funds 
for charity. 

After a hiatus due to the pandemic, he is once again on 
his travels. Club members and their relatives estimate 
the total number of nautical miles Sailor Ted will travel 
by sea and river between 1 October and 31 May each 
year; they may submit as many entries as they wish at 
£10 per entry. 

There is a prize for the person whose guess is closest to 
the actual miles travelled. The balance goes to a charity 
of the President’s choice, which for 2022/23 is Guide 
Dogs (the working name of The Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association). Sailor Ted has been very good 
in the past – helping to raise well in excess of £450 
most years.

Pictures:
1. Sailor Ted pictured a few years ago off the coast 
of Brazil with Jenny, wife of PP Robert Yonge. Picture 
credit: Robert Yonge/Rotary Club of Canterbury. 
2. Sailor Ted pictured during another trip. Picture credit: 
Bob Anderson/Rotary Club of Canterbury.

Sailor Ted helps Rotary Club of 
Canterbury raise funds once again

Canterbury Rotarians were delighted to see 
one of their members featured on local TV and 
in a local online newspaper recently. 

Robert Temple, who has been a member of the 
club since February 2018, featured in a news story 
in Kent Online titled “Canterbury veteran proves 
you’re never too old to play the beautiful game” – 
all because he is still playing football at 90! 

Thought to be Kent’s oldest footballer, Robert 
always smiles broadly when talking of his footballing 
exploits. He is a former professional footballer who 
once played for Bristol Rovers. 

He then became a Football Association coach 
and travelled across Europe to the Middle East 
and Africa with his work; he was presented with 
a lifetime football achievement award for his 
services to the game. 

Robert now plays football regularly with Canterbury 
Mariners Walking Football Club – when Rotary 
and a variety of other interests don’t keep him 
busy! You can read more about Robert and see a 
link to the newspaper article here: https://www.
rotarycanterbury.org.uk/canterbury-rotary-
news/robert-football.html

Canterbury Rotarian hits local news!

Robert, pictured with then President Sharon Jordan during his 
induction in 2018. Picture credit: The Rotary Club of Canterbury. 

A picture of Robert (right) heading in a goal in a match in 
Germany, 1958. Picture credit: Robert Temple.



Anushka Sharp, a pupil at St Augustine’s Catholic 
Primary school, Hythe, has again been successful in 
the local Rotary Young Artist Junior competition.

She was joint winner with Max Barnes of St Mary’s school. 

The theme of the competition, “Colours of Nature”, 
was admirably portrayed in the entries submitted by 
the two winners.

Anushka was presented with her prize, a painting kit and 
winner’s certificate, by a representative of the four local 
Rotary clubs (Folkestone, Channel, Hythe and Romney 
Marsh) at her school’s assembly.

ROTARY YOUNG ARTIST JUNIOR COMPETITION

A cheque for £2,000 was handed over to Steve 
Kilmartin of Dom’s Food Mission by Senlac 
Rotary’s President, Roger Young.

The donation was a share of the proceeds from Senlac 
Rotary’s very successful Music by the Lake, held over 
the August Bank holiday weekend. 

Other recipients were the Club’s own charities the 
Yellowmen and the Senlac Rotary Trust Fund. 

Steve said, “We are really grateful for the money which 
will help us to continue with our mission to help feed 
the less fortunate and to help people become better at 
using foods which might have been thrown away.”

At the same meeting, a donation from the proceeds of 
a quiz held earlier in the year was handed to the Bexhill 
Boxing Club’s representative, Terry Freeman.

Rotary Club of Senlac donations 
to local good causes

The Rotary Club of Folkestone has welcomed 
three new members at a lunch held at the 
Burlington Hotel.

Folkestone welcomes 3 new members
 
Liz and Adrian Lockwood, along with Vince 
Williams, look forward to helping the club with its 
charitable aims within Folkestone and further afield.
 
Both Liz and Adrian are in business as property consultants 
and Vince works within Kent County Council. All have 
gained expertise during their respective careers which will 
be a valuable asset to the club within the scope of events 
and fundraising activities.
 
President Ray Johnson said: “It is always a delight to 
welcome a new member or in this case a hat-trick to 
the club. Not only having new members enables us to 
fulfil all our varied activities within the community, it also 
gives them an opportunity to engage with likeminded 
colleagues and visit other clubs worldwide.”



The Rotary Club of Minster On Sea was extremely 
pleased to welcome Dave Bennett and Henrique 
Santos to its club meeting. 

Back in July they offered their assistance to Rotary to 
get the essential supplies, including wheelchairs, out to 
war-torn Ukraine. 

Despite the personal risks they didn’t just stop at the 
border - they drove deep into Ukraine. 

They were able to meet and help Ukrainians by 
purchasing and delivering food with funds they had 
raised themselves. The club invited them back to hear 
the story of their journey but more importantly to 
honour them. 

President Mike Brown presented them with the Paul 
Harris Award. They also received £500 to go towards 
their continued support of Ukraine. 

President Mike Brown presents awards and cheque 
to Dave and Henrique.

We stand with Ukraine



Nearly £500 was raised at a quiz held by Senlac 
Rotary at the East Hastings Angling Club. 

Some 50 people took part and, apart from quizzing, 
enjoyed a delicious curry supper thanks to Andy, the 
Angling Club’s chef. The winners by one point was 
team Norfolk and Chance. 

The proceeds will be shared between Westfield-based 
charity Veterans’ Growth and other local good causes. 
Organisers Roger and Karen Young were very happy 
with the amount raised,

Karen said|: “It was hard work but well worth it for the 
result; we will be able to support Veterans’ Growth and 
other organisations in the area.”

Rotary Club of Senlac Quiz 
in aid of Veterans’ Growth

The aim of Veterans’ Growth is to help veterans’ mental 
health by involving them in horticultural projects. See 
www.VeteransGrowth.org

The Rotary Club of Senlac’s prestigious Wendy 
Cocker Award for Endeavour for 2022 has been 
awarded to 24-year-old Hannah Bryant. 

Hannah, the daughter of Senlac Rotarian Marcia, was 
the driving force behind the organisation of this year’s 

The Wendy Cocker Award for Endeavour 2022
very successful Music by the Lake event.

It was held over the August Bank Holiday, and raised 
around £5,500 which will be used to support local 
good causes including Dom’s Food Mission and 
Senlac Rotary’s own charity, The Yellowmen. 

Hannah attended Brighton University and obtained a 
degree in Textiles and Business Management before 
starting a career as a Social Media Executive. She said: 
“I never expected this, it was such a surprise. I enjoyed 
working on the event and I am already planning for a 
bigger and better event next year.”

The Wendy Cocker Award was introduced in memory 
of Rotarian Wendy Cocker, a member of Senlac Rotary 
until her sad death in 2014. Wendy, a Rotarian for a 
number of years, was very active in her work for the 
community and young people.

The Mayor of Hythe, Councillor Jim Martin, 
presented John Wren with the Mayor’s Civic 
Hero Medal! 

John is a Hythe Hero through his long term work and 
commitment to the Scouts, his tireless work at St 
Leonard’s Church, his continuing work with the Hythe 
Rotary Club and most recently his mammoth work in 
opening 101 High Street, a community facility in Hythe 
High Street.

When accepting the award, John stressed that in all 
his works, he is part of a team and would accept the 
award on behalf of those teams. A modest man but a 
true Hythe Hero!

President of Hythe Rotary becomes Hythe hero



The Stables Theatre was the venue for a display of 
great young vocal and instrumental talent. Earlier 
this month (Monday 3 October). 

This local heat of the competition was sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of Hastings. Ten competitors from the 
Hastings Musical Festival were invited to take part in 
the first heat of the national competition. 

All contestants received a certificate from Allan Russell, 
President of the Rotary Club of Hastings, recognising 
their selection for the competition.

The competition offers young people the experience 
of performing on a public stage, an opportunity to 
showcase their musical talent and receive impartial 
feedback and assessment of their performance by 
experienced adjudicators.

The adjudicators, Liane Carroll and Kenneth Roberts, 
praised the talent of the competitors but both Yunus 
Eshekh-Alonso, violinist and Maya Godlonton-White, 
vocalist gave outstanding performances and were 
worthy winners of the local heat. They will now go 
forward to a Rotary South East regional competition.

Maya sang a mixture of classical “Es lebt’ eine Vilja” 
by Lehár, Franz and contempory music “Whatever 
happened to my part” from Spamalot (John Du Prez, 
Neil Innes and Eric Idle).

in 2016 Maya successfully auditioned for The Secret 
Garden in the West End. The next year she auditioned 

Rotary Young Musicians in Hastings

for the BTA’s 13 the musical, 13 then went from 
West End to Cornwall at the Minack Theatre.  

Since then, Maya has been in a lot of productions: 
The Addams Family (Pugsley), King and I (Dancer), 
Sound Of Music (Louisa), Shrek (Pinocchio), Peep Bo 
(The Mikado) and Seussical (Gertrude Mc Fuzz).

Yunus played the first movement of the Bruch 
violin concerto and the introduction to the second 
movement.

Yunus is a student at Bexhill High Academy in year 
11 and for the past year he has attended the Royal 
College of Music Junior Department every Saturday 
which has allowed him to enhance his musical ability. 

This year he has been able to be a part of the Chineke! 
Junior orchestra where he performed at a number of 
prestigious venues.

Yunus Eshekh-Alonso, violinist Maya Godlonton-White, vocalist



Katie Fielder – pictured left with E&WRC President Colin 
Ullmann-Jones, spoke fluently and compassionately 
about the level of care given by the charity to families 
and children with serious or terminal illness. 

Katie explained that this could be offered in their 
hospices in Sittingbourne and Eltham or through 
outreach, providing family support and guidance within 
the wider community which now extends into Sussex. 
President Colin was pleased to end the evening by 
making a £500 donation to Demelza on behalf of the 
Club and its members. 

Fundraising and giving support to charities remains the 
traditional way of old-school Rotary, but it is always 
gratifying to see that a Club  Vocational Service project 
has worked out well. 

The then Edenbridge Rotary Club founded Edenbridge 
and District Probus Club back in 1997, and were 
pleased to be invited to be part of the Club’s recent 
25th Anniversary Lunch held at Hever Golf and Country 
Club. A number of founder Probus members were 
present, and Rotary Predident Colin Ullmann-Jones 
(pictured left with Probus Chairman Bob Hart ) was 
pleased to present each with a bottle of champagne 
from Rotary.                                

The Rotary Club of
Edenbridge and Westerham

The work of the Demelza House charity is much 
admired by many Rotary clubs throughout 
the District, and Edenbridge and Westerham 
were pleased to hear a presentation from their 
Community Manager.

Sadly, the Rotary Club of Hastings commemorated 
100 years of service at a time of national mourning 
for our Queen Elizabeth II. 

The evening started with a two minutes silence as a 
mark of respect for the past sovereign. The Centenary 
Dinner was held at Bannatynes Hotel & Spa Hastings. 
51 guests attended, including, Cllr James Bacon, 
Mayor of Hastings, Paul Frostick, Rotary District 
Governor, and members of other local Rotary Clubs. 
It was an international affair with Rotarian visitors 
from Rouen (France), Remargen-Sinzig (Germany) and 
Tema (Ghana).

Past President Brion Purdey presented a short history 
of the Club which was illustrated with the original 
minute book and a portrait photograph of the first cub 
president in 1922, W.J. Fellows. The Liane Carroll Trio 
performed music from the last 100 years.Hastings Club 
has always had musical connections and until recently 
opened luncheon meetings with the singing of a grace 
written by two members in the 1930s. 

Rotary club of Hastings
100 years old but still going strong



As the saying goes ... small is beautiful.

The Rotary Club of Dartford must currently be either 
the smallest club in the District or amongst the smallest 
in Rotary District 1120 with 10 members. 

However, it probably has the most experience! The 
Club boasts two members who between them have 
served 115 years of service both at Club level and also 
at District. PDG , Peter Green clocked up 64 years on 
1/10/22 and in February 2023, Andrew Dunk, PP, will 
have served Rotary for 51 years.  

It is wonderful to have these two members in the Club 
and to be able to draw on their wealth of experience. 
Gents, please keep up the good work.

S M A L L  I S  B E A U T I F U L

The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour Santa Stroll 
will take place on Saturday 10th December.

Sovereign Harbour Santa Stroll

Peter Green clocked 
up 64 years of 
service.

Andrew Dunk, PP, 
will have served 
Rotary for 51 years.  

Three friends delivered triple joy to an 
Eastbourne charity fund with a storming run in 
the Beachy Head marathon.

Businessman Mark Lambird enjoyed the support of 
fellow runners Jonny Little and Ana Vertliugov as 
they strode out the downland course in aid of the 
Rotary Club of Eastbourne’s “Homes for Homeless” 
campaign.

With gift aid added, Mark and his colleagues will 
have donated more than £8,500 to the rotary club’s 
centenary project. “It was a joint effort amongst the 
three of us,” said Mark, of Eastbourne Motoring 
Centre. “So many friends and contacts generously 
supported us and there is still money coming in”.

Combined with the proceeds of a Sugar Ray Golf 
day that raised a further £10,500, Mark’s efforts 
have enabled the homeless project fund to reach its 
ambitious target of £100,000. Southdown Housing 
Association is match-funding the total to help purchase 
and furnish two self-contained flats in Eastbourne.

It starts at 11am from the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, 
following the warm up to be led by Louise Cave. Why not 
join this fun stroll of about 4 miles around the Harbour?

The event is suitable for all ages and mobility. The entrance 
fee covers a free Santa costume for each stroller. All funds 
raised will be divided between the RNLI (Eastbourne) and 
The Children with Cancer Fund (Polegate). 

The Rotary Club would like to thank Premier Marinas and 
Leaders Letting & Estate Agents for supporting this event.

For more information and to enter visit 
www.santastroll.org.uk

Rotarian Ian Huke, centenary project chair, said: “What 
an incredible effort by Mark and his friends. Their 
commitment will help our club achieve a lasting legacy 
in its centenary year, as well as changing the lives of 
many of the most vulnerable in our town.”

Further donations are welcome at the following link: 
Mark Lambird is fundraising for Rotary Eastbourne - 
Homes For Homeless (justgiving.com)
 

Beachy Head marathon

At the finishing line . . . Ana Vertliugov, Mark Lambird and 
Jonny Little.



Bexhill Rotary Club welcomed Martin Wyatt from 
Ashford Rotary Club who gave a terrific talk about 
Global Sight Savers.

Martin first posed the question of what happens if you 
live in a developing country and your sight fails? The 
answer is you cannot work which means that you and 
your family sink further into poverty.

Global Sight Savers, which was formed in 1998 by 
Guildford Rotarian Sumar Gas, set up hospitals in 
selected areas of need where there’s a Rotary presence 
which could maintain the funding for the hospital with 
the initial aim of restoring the sight of a million people – 

Global Sight Savers this has been well and 
truly exceeded with 
over a million sufferers 
from cataract alone 
having been cured.

Martin Wyatt went 
on to describe the 
work of the charity 
and mentioned that it 
costs $90,000 to set 
up each hospital with 
money initially coming 
from Rotary Global 
Grants. 

Go to www.sightsavers.org

The phrase ‘Rain stopped play’ is normally 
associated with cricket but it definitely, and 
unfortunately, applied to Bexhill Rotary’s crazy golf.

Some 20 eager souls comprising of Bexhill Rotarians 
and friends rocked up at the grandly titled International 
Crazy Golf Complex in Pelham Place, Hastings all geared 
up to battle it out on one of the challenging courses. 

Sadly, however, the heavens opened and rain came 
bucketing down as if it were going out of fashion.

Not wishing to suffer an almighty drenching, undaunted 
and determined to have a jolly good evening, the party 
descended on the restaurant on site and it was fish and 
chips all round. So, despite the awful weather and despite 
the crazy golf being postponed to another day, it was 
smiles throughout and a jolly good time was had by all.

£100 was raised for ShelterBox.

Rain stopped play

District Governor Paul Frostick presented Bexhill 
Rotary Club with a Rotary Citation for 2021-22.

DG Paul made it clear that there were only a handful 
of Rotary Clubs who will receive this very special 
Citation which is in recognition of Bexhill Rotary Club’s 
strong and special commitment to change lives and 
help others.

Immediate Past President Graham Dawson, who was 
in the chair for this past year, received the Citation 
and thanked all Bexhill Rotarians for their hard work in 
making this award happen. 

He said: “It’s a great example of our Rotary motto 
‘Service Above Self’ in action and it’s great to be 
recognised in this way for all the work that we do.”

Bexhill receive a Rotary Citation

District Governor Paul Frostick (pictured right) presents the 
Citation to Graham Dawson



One of Eastbourne’s longest-established service 
clubs celebrated its centenary year with a gala 
dinner at the Grand Hotel.

Guests gathered along with members of the Rotary 
Club of Eastbourne to mark a hundred years since eight 
founder members met in 1922 to create an organisation 
that “the best men in town would wish to join”.

Fittingly, the evening also marked the culmination of 
the club’s centenary “Homes for Homeless” project 
and the presentation of a cheque for £100,000 to the 
Southdown Housing Association. Southdown is match-
funding the donation to help purchase and furnish two 
self-contained flats in Eastbourne, to accommodate 
homeless people.

Receiving the cheque, Neil Blanchard, Southdown Chief 
Executive, said the project would create a lasting legacy 
and “help change the lives of many”.

He added: “The rotary club has done fantastically well 
to raise this staggering amount during the past two 
years in support of their campaign. I’d like to say a 
heartfelt thanks to its members for choosing to support 
homelessness for their centenary fundraising project. It 
has been a privilege to work alongside them.”

Club president Graham Marsden told the audience: 
“This is also an opportunity to remember our founder 
members, to look back with pride at our achievements 
and to rededicate ourselves to the Rotary motto of  
‘service above self’.”

The speaker was retired Major General Tim Cross and 
dinner guests included Eastbourne and Willingdon MP 
Caroline Ansell and rotary district governor Paul Frostick.

Rotary Club Centenary Dinner

Centenary project cheque for £100,000: Left to right, project 
chair Ian Huke, Neil Blanchard of Southdown Housing 
Association, club president Graham Marsden and Bob Hamblyn, 
who led with the launch of the campaign.

Guest speaker retired Major General Tim Cross with club 
president Graham Marsden and his wife, Kay.

President Graham Marsden and invited guests, with MP 
Caroline Ansell in the centre.

Rotarian Chris Smith and his wife with former club president, 
Nigel Greaves

History in the making – guests celebrating 100 years of rotary 
in Eastbourne.



Gemma Cook, a mum with a son at Glyne Gap 
School, wanted some help to restore the school’s 
nature garden which had fallen into disrepair and 
looked in rather a sorry state.

So Gemma contacted Bexhill Rotary Club to get some 
help, and when the Rotarians visited the garden they 
decided that the best way to restore it was to paint the 
fence and plant some apple trees.

Bexhill Rotarian Dave Tollett contacted Kevin White 
at Trade Paints to enlist his help and Kevin very kindly 
donated the paint and brushes for the job.

FIVE BEXHILL ROTARIANS GO FENCING
So, last Thursday 27th October fully equipped with 
paint and brushes, and fully kitted out with overalls 
looking the part, President Perry Puddefoot along with 
Community Service Chair David Dixson accompanied by 
willing Bexhill Rotarians Keith Walter, Phil Johnson and 
Graham Forster got to work with gusto and finished 
the job of painting the twelve panel fence in a couple 
of hours.  To recognise their efforts and to keep up 
spirits, the Rotarians were well rewarded by Gemma 
Cook with lashings of tea, coffee and mince pies.

Bexhill Rotarian David Dixson who organised the 
painting session said, “This has been a very successful 
community project and we were really pleased to get 
involved in beginning to restore the garden with the 
fence painting.  I would particularly like to thank Kevin 
White at Trade Paints for freely supplying the paint and 
brushes for the job.”  He added, “We will be returning 
in the Spring to plant the apple trees so by next 
Summer the garden will be fully restored and will be a 
lovely space for the pupils of Glyne Gap School.”

If you want to find a lot more about Bexhill Rotary 
Club’s numerous activities and you would like to get 
involved then go to www.bedxhill.rotaryweb.org or 
contact our Honorary Secretary Stephen White on 
stephenandlaura98@yahoo.co.uk. 

Rotary Club Sovereign Harbour is a key 
partner in organising and managing 
the Airbourne bucket collection.

They have a great time during this event 
for two reasons; 

They get to meet lots of fabulous, 
interesting and generous people who like 
to donate to keep this event going and to 
support local charities. 

At the same time, members have great 
fun at this event.

The charities that benefitted from this 
year’s collection are;
Children with Cancer Fund
RNLI Eastbourne
The Samaritans.

It has been confirmed that each charity will 
receive just over £3,200 via this collection.
Thank you to all those generous residents 
and visitors that helped us raise this money.

The Airbourne bucket collection



Deadline for the December edition is November 18 - email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

To advertise in the December issue of the magazine, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

Rotary Club           of Tonbridge 
  

  

Members of Tonbridge Rotary and Tonbridge Lions Clubs volunteered 
as stewards to oversee the public signing of the Book of Condolence 
for the Queen. The signing was held at Tonbridge Castle.  
 
Rotarian Julian Brandling-Harris, who shared duties with Lion Carl 
Lewis, is pictured alongside the book. 

Colin Ullmann-Jones (back row far right), President of Edenbridge & 
Westerham Rotary Club, welcomed a “raid” by Tonbridge Rotary. The 
group enjoyed a dinner and talk about Mandy Rice-Davies, who 
became notorious in the 1960s because of her involvement in the 
Christine Keeler case and the Profumo scandal. The speaker was a 
former police officer, who was able to talk from his direct involvement 
with the case. 

Compaid gives support to disabled, elderly and other disadvantaged 
people by offering skills training, and is also the leading provider of 
community transport in Kent for this group. Tonbridge Rotary has 
liaised with Compaid in the past, and Julian Brandling-Harris visited 
the charity’s Paddock Wood premises to explore possible future 
avenues of assistance. He was shown around by Fundraising 
Manager Diane Bradley.  

An example of the artwork produced by Compaid clients is shown here. 

The floods in Pakistan have destroyed or damaged over 1 million 
homes and displaced very large numbers of people. Tonbridge Rotary 
Club has donated £500 to ShelterBox, an organisation which provides 
essential items such as tents and cooking equipment to give 
emergency disaster relief for those made homeless by wars and other 
catastrophic events such as floods and droughts.   

Photo credit: Shelterbox 

Gail Hall of Warners Solicitors gave a talk to Tonbridge Rotary entitled “History and Hot Air” in which 
she placed legal advice in a historical context. A partner who concentrates on areas including wills, 
tax planning and estate administration matters, Gail explained how events from the past have 
helped to shape the advice she gives to her clients. Warners, which has offices in Tonbridge and 
Sevenoaks, was established in 1785, and Gail touched on the history of the firm as part of her 
narrative. 
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The deadline for articles in the December issue is 18th November as well as advertising.

Special advertising and printing offers 
to all Rotary Members

Just choose a package that suits your business

All the above is based on receiving print ready artwork and VAT would be charged if applicable.

All the above would normally be £195.00 - Bronze Package - £140.00

All the above would normally be £305.00 - Silver Package - £240.00

All the above would normally be £515.00 - Gold Package - £355.00

£355 Gold

£140 Bronze

£240 Silver

1. Quarter page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly brochure.
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly brochure.

3. Quarter page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne’s premier Free paper. 
4. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 

    on printing and promotional items.

1. Half page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly brochure.
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly brochure.

3. Quarter page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne’s premier Free paper. 
4. Printing of 250 A5 leaflets in full colour, OR, 250 business cards, full colour plus matt laminated. 

5. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 
    on  printing and promotional items.

1. Full page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly newsletter/brochure. 
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly newsletter/brochure. 

3. Half page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne premier Free paper. 
4. Printing of 500 A5 leaflets in full colour, OR, 500 business cards, full colour plus matt laminated. 

5. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 
    on any printing and promotional items.


