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Rotary has met all the challenges of the last two 
years and needs to adapt to a changing future. 
That was the message when the new Rotary year 
was started with a positive head of steam.

Chris Brenchley handed over to Paul Frostick in Tenter-
den before an audience of 120 in St Mildred’s Church 
followed by a journey on the Kent and East Sussex 
Railway.

Chris reflected on a year gone by. Lockdown after lock-
down. Cancelled events. Membership numbers falling.
“Throughout all this Rotary rose to the challenges,” 
he said. “Zoom meetings connected us to the World, 
two new clubs were formed and Rotary provided more 
volunteers at the vaccination sites than most other 
organisations.”

When we thought it was all over, the situation in 
Ukraine erupted. “Rotary was one of, if not the first, to 
set up emergency relief aid,” said Chris. “Rotary South 
East was the first to set up a dedicated team to pro-
vide immediate cash aid sent to Rotary clubs in Poland, 
Ukraine, Slovakia and Romania.”

Our District has raised approximately £150,000.  Rotary 
in Great Britain and Ireland has raised over £3.5 million. 
“Throughout all this Rotary has not stopped here and 
World-wide,” said Chris. “We should be rightfully 
proud of what we have achieved.”

DG Paul Frostick hoped this would be the first year in 
two years when there would be no covid restrictions. 
“We can get back to enjoying the face to face fun and 
fellowship that is such an important part of being a 
Rotarian. “Yes we will have challenges ahead, not least 
in attracting new members. However, I will keep on 

District 
Handover

Yes DG Paul did get on the footplate!

Chris Brenchley hands over the Charter of the new Three 
Castles of Deal club to President Julie Kemp

stressing that important as attracting new members is, 
we must also value and support the wonderful Rotari-
ans we already have.

“My challenge to you all is to bring new members into 
our clubs and for those prospective members who 
do not fit into traditional models of clubs, let us not 
be afraid to form new types of Rotary. It has worked 
for the new clubs , and it can work in other areas of 
our district as well.  “We need to adapt to these new 
challenges to make sure we have another 100 years to 
celebrate.” 



A snapshot 
of lives torn 
apart by war

John is a member of Eastbourne AM Rotary Club 
and a former District Governor of Rotary 1120

JOHN Wilton is a well-known author who lives in 
East Dean. When Lockdown started, he knew he 
had to do something positive to keep him busy.

The answer – write another book, and that is exactly 
what John did.Back in 1988, he had never considered 
writing a book. He worked full-time and coached 
cricket, soccer and table tennis. The Towner Art Gallery 
– then located in Old Town – decided to stage an 
exhibition of Eastbourne postcards.

John had around 200 of them which formed part of the 
‘Wish You Were Here’ exhibition. He was then contacted 
by publisher Steve Benz – and in 1990 ‘Eastbourne A 
Portrait in Old Picture Postcards’ was born.

Further works
A year later, John wrote Volume Two. He asked the 
then Eastbourne MP Sir Ian Gow to write the foreward. 
Sir Ian agreed but three weeks after doing so was 
murdered by the IRA. John wrote his third book in 
1999. It was then and now postcards – photographs 
from the turn of the 20th century and then a picture 
how it looked today. In 2014, to mark the start of 
World War Two, he wrote ‘McGill’s War,’ a history of 
life in Britain during the war. John had long been an 
admirer of Donald McGill’s cards.

Painting a picture
The postcards in It’ll All Be Over By Christmas help 
to paint a picture of war as experienced by those 
at home, in training, at the front, in hospital and in 
convalescent camps. There are cards from fathers who 
wrote to wives and children, and sons who wrote to 
family, friends and loved ones. Men at the front who 
received parcels from home and from well-wishers. All 
this is revealed by the writings on cards sent during the 
war years.

The degree of support for the war effort is shown by 
the sending of ‘comforts’ to the men at the front by 
family, charitable organizations and the general public 
encouraged by newspapers and magazines.

We see the willingness of the population to help fund 
the war through War Bonds and collections, as well 
as the practical service they were prepared to provide 
by working in the factories and on the farms, with 
women showing that they could do much more than 
just knit socks.

Time to enjoy
On a lighter note, accounts of times of rest and 
relaxation fill many cards sent when the soldiers were 
back from the firing line and had time to enjoy the 

About the author
John Wilton was born 
in Mandiville, Jamaica 
in 1942 and educated 
at St. Hugh’s and 
Edmund’s College, 
in Hertfordshire.

After a short period in the 
army he entered teaching, 
working in Berkshire, 
Dorset and Sussex.

On retirement after 
40 years in teaching, 
including ten years as a 
housemaster, he took up 
part time work in public 
relations and now finds 
time for writing and after-
dinner speaking.

John is also a highly-
regarded Rotarian and 
former District Governor.
John is pictured here at 
the Eastbourne Miniature 
Steam Railway during one 
of his fundraising events.
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JOHN Wilton is a well-known author who lives in East Dean.

When Lockdown started, he knew he had to do something positive to keep him busy.
The answer – write another book, and that is exactly what John did.
Back in 1988, he had never considered writing a book. He worked full-time and coached cricket, soccer and table tennis.

The Towner Art Gallery – then located in Old Town – decided to stage an exhibition of Eastbourne postcards.
John had around 200 of them which formed part of the ‘Wish You Were Here’ exhibition.

He was then contacted by publisher Steve Benz – and in 1990 ‘Eastbourne A Portrait in Old Picture Postcards’ was born.
Further worksA year later, John wrote Volume Two. He asked the then Eastbourne MP Sir Ian Gow to write the foreward. Sir Ian agreed but three weeks after doing so was murdered by the IRA.

John wrote his third book in 1999. It was then and now postcards – photographs from the turn of the 20th century and then a picture how it looked today.
In 2014, to mark the start of World War Two, he wrote ‘McGill’s War,’ a history of life in Britain during the war. John had long been an admirer of Donald McGill’s cards.

Painting a pictureThe postcards in It’ll All Be Over By Christmas help to paint a picture of war as experienced by those at home, in training, at the front, in hospital and in convalescent camps. There are cards from fathers who wrote to wives and children, and sons who wrote to family, friends and loved ones. Men at the front who received parcels from home and from well-wishers. All this is revealed by the writings on cards sent during the war years.
The degree of support for the war effort is shown by the sending of ‘comforts’ to the men at the front by family, charitable organizations and the general public encouraged by newspapers and magazines.

We see the willingness of the population to help fund the war through War Bonds and collections, as well as the practical service they were prepared to provide by working in the factories and on the farms, with women showing that they could do much more than just knit socks.

Time to enjoyOn a lighter note, accounts of times of rest and relaxation fill many cards sent when the soldiers were back from the firing line and had time to enjoy the countryside and even eat cherries.
It’ll All Be Over By Christmas is published by the Unicorn Publishing Group and will be available from 9th September 2022.

www.unicornpublishing.orgwww.amazon.co.uk

A snapshot 
of lives torn 
apart by war

By Peter Lindsey

About the authorJohn Wilton was born in Mandiville, Jamaica in 1942 and educated at St. Hugh’s and Edmund’s College, in Hertfordshire.

After a short period in the army he entered teaching, working in Berkshire, Dorset and Sussex.
On retirement after 40 years in teaching, including ten years as a housemaster, he took up part time work in public relations and now finds time for writing and after-dinner speaking.

John is also a highly-regarded Rotarian and former District Governor.

John is pictured here at the Eastbourne Miniature Steam Railway during one of his fundraising events.

Issue 026, August 2022 17Publication – www.bournefreemag.co.uk

JOHN Wilton is a well-known author who 
lives in East Dean.

When Lockdown started, he 
knew he had to do something 
positive to keep him busy.

The answer – write another book, 
and that is exactly what John did.

Back in 1988, he had never 
considered writing a book. He 
worked full-time and coached cricket, 
soccer and table tennis.

The Towner Art Gallery – then located 
in Old Town – decided to stage an 
exhibition of Eastbourne postcards.

John had around 200 of them which 
formed part of the ‘Wish You Were 
Here’ exhibition.

He was then contacted by publisher 
Steve Benz – and in 1990 
‘Eastbourne A Portrait in Old Picture 
Postcards’ was born.

Further works
A year later, John wrote Volume Two. 
He asked the then Eastbourne MP Sir 
Ian Gow to write the foreward. Sir Ian 
agreed but three weeks after doing 
so was murdered by the IRA.

John wrote his third book in 1999. It was 
then and now postcards – photographs 
from the turn of the 20th century and 
then a picture how it looked today.

In 2014, to mark the start of World 
War Two, he wrote ‘McGill’s War,’ a 
history of life in Britain during the war. 
John had long been an admirer of 
Donald McGill’s cards.

Painting a picture
The postcards in It’ll All Be Over By 
Christmas help to paint a picture 
of war as experienced by those at 
home, in training, at the front, in 
hospital and in convalescent camps. 
There are cards from fathers who 
wrote to wives and children, and 
sons who wrote to family, friends 
and loved ones. Men at the front 
who received parcels from home 
and from well-wishers. All this is 
revealed by the writings on cards 
sent during the war years.

The degree of support for the war 
effort is shown by the sending of 
‘comforts’ to the men at the front by 
family, charitable organizations and 
the general public encouraged by 
newspapers and magazines.

We see the willingness of the 
population to help fund the war 
through War Bonds and collections, 
as well as the practical service 
they were prepared to provide by 
working in the factories and on the 
farms, with women showing that 
they could do much more than just 
knit socks.

Time to enjoy
On a lighter note, accounts of times of 
rest and relaxation fill many cards sent 
when the soldiers were back from the 
firing line and had time to enjoy the 
countryside and even eat cherries.

It’ll All Be Over By Christmas is 
published by the Unicorn Publishing 
Group and will be available from 
9th September 2022.

www.unicornpublishing.org
www.amazon.co.uk

A snapshot 
of lives torn 
apart by war

By Peter Lindsey

About the author
John Wilton was born in 
Mandiville, Jamaica in 1942 
and educated at St. Hugh’s 
and Edmund’s College, in 
Hertfordshire.

After a short period in the army 
he entered teaching, working in 
Berkshire, Dorset and Sussex.

On retirement after 40 years in 
teaching, including ten years as 
a housemaster, he took up part 
time work in public relations and 
now finds time for writing and 
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Eastbourne Miniature Steam 
Railway during one of his 
fundraising events.
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You will have seen the article that briefly hit the 
headlines of Polio being discovered in London 
and as Rotarians you will be aware that Polio 
Eradication is our flagship cause. Although less 
than welcome this news did make the point that 
as long as the Polio virus exists it is only a plane 
ride away. 

This is the mantra we have been pushing since we 
launched the “End Polio Now” campaign in 1985. 
Then the campaign was subsequently taken up by the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative comprising partners 
the WHO, Rotary International, the US Centre for 
Disease Control, The Gates Foundation and Gavi, the 
vaccine alliance, in 1998.

We have nearly achieved our goal and the figures for 
Wild Polio in the cases year to date are 1 in Afghanistan 
and 11 in Pakistan a remarkable achievement from the 
nearly 40,000 cases a year in 1985. Without our efforts 
40,000 children a year could have been crippled or 
died. However, as long as it exists anywhere it remains 
only a plane ride away.

Our strategy has been to use the oral vaccine which 
can effectively be administered by anyone with 
minimum training and the mass vaccinations that have 
taken place were supported by both local and visiting 
Rotarians administering the vaccine. However, a key 
element of the campaign has been sampling, track and 
trace being something we are now all familiar with 
from the Covid outbreak, it was this that identified the 
“Polio” discovered in London. This was not a case of 
Polio in London it was a sample from sewage excreted 
by someone who had been vaccinated with the oral 
vaccine in another country. This demonstrates the 

essential requirement for the ongoing sampling to be 
carried out until we achieve our goal of eradication.

The oral vaccine invented by Albert Sabin uses an 
attenuated (weakened) virus and in rare cases the 
vaccine passes though the gut and passes out of the 
body in the stools. This presents a potential threat, 
usually to close relatives i.e. siblings who can in turn be 
infected by this mutated virus referred to as circulated 
Vaccine Derived Polio Virus (cVDPV). This posed little 
threat in London as we have a high level of Polio 
vaccinated population. However, the anti-vax campaign 
is doing tremendous damage and it presents a real risk 
of infection if our vaccination rates drop.

Like most of the world where county wide eradication 
has been achieved we have converted to the Jonas Salk 
vaccine which is an inactive (killed virus) polio vaccine 
which is injected and therefore has to be administered 
by trained professionals. We do this in common with 
other vaccinations in a child’s early life and as long as 
we maintain this programme we are safe from this 
maiming killer.

We made a promise to the children of the World that 
we world eradicate Polio and Rotarians keep their 
word. We can achieve this goal with our partners, 
particularly The Gates Foundation who match our 
contributions 2:1 up to £50M per annum i.e trebling 
our donations to £150M per annum.

Please support the Polio campaign and together let’s 
“End Polio Now”

Ray Dixon
RC Sovereign Harbour
http://shrotary.club

Polio in LondonPolio in London



Rotary Club 
of Folkestone 
welcomes 
new President 
within its 
centenary year

The Rotary Club of Folkestone welcomed its 
Centenary President, Ray Johnson. He was 
handed the chain of office by the immediate Past 
President, Kate McNeice. The incoming President 
Elect is Dan Keeling also from Folkestone.
 The ceremony took place at the Burlington Hotel among 
members and guests of the Club.
 
The outgoing President Kate ended her successful 
year in office by acknowledging the hard work carried 
out by the club by improving the community links 
and assisting with many good causes with successful 
initiatives including Money Matters, Dragons Den, 
Folkestone Rotary Half Marathon, Christmas Collections, 
Planting trees and our School Uniform project, not to 
mention our many Vaccination Volunteers. 

She concluded by reaffirming the success of fellowship 
with the club and celebrating new members that have 
since come on board.
 
On receiving the President’s chain of office Ray 
commented:  “It is a great honour to serve as the 
President in the forthcoming year when we celebrate 
100 years of service. The club over those years 
has survived many shocks as well as economic ups 
and downs and of course good times. We shall be 
publishing a book which will include numerous stories 
of times past. The club will continue to evolve as we 
move on to the future by introducing flexibility within 
membership as well as new initiatives and I am certain 
we will grow as a club enabling us to continue vital 
work to support the community groups and those that 
need financial support. We continue to welcome any 
new members to come forward which will certainly 
help us to support the local communities through to 
international causes.”
 
Ray went on to say that there are many exciting 
events planned in the year ahead and he is keen 
to connect further with the business community to 
direct and support them to Rotary in relation to their 
environmental, social and governance agenda. 
He is also looking forward to welcoming new 
guests to our meetings.



Deal Rotary Pirates is one of the fastest growing 
Rotary clubs in the United Kingdom, they’ve 
grown from just 8 members to over 20 in just a 
few months.  

They are very proud of becoming  ‘chartered’, (to 
be officially recognised as a brand new Rotary club 
in their own right). The last time this happened in 
South-East England was over 10 years ago so it’s a 
special occasion.  

The group  celebrated in typical Pirates style with a 
party on 1st July (the Rotary ‘New Year’) - Not with a 
black tie evening  - but instead there was a ‘Pirates of 
the Caribbean’ themed event, where pirate costume or 
beach party wear was encouraged.

The Deal Rotary Pirates are different, but they follow 
the values and ideals of Rotary held across the 
world. They believe in engaging and delivering in a 
different and original way with their members and the 
community in which they serve. 

The Pirates are people of action.  They will often 
develop a good idea and get things started within 
a matter of hours and promote activities and events 
on social media. This is frequently seen by thousands 
online and results in offers of help and support. 
No committees or repeated meetings. Just action.

Even their meetings are different: replacing the 
traditional longer Rotary meetings over a meal with 
short one hour chats over a drink, which means that 
membership has no added costs for meals. 

Deal Rotary 
pirates 
grow 
without 
a press 
gang

Half of the Pirate members are new to the town. 
A common theme is they move here and fall in love 
with Deal and want to participate in the community 
and give something back. This aligns with The Town 
Motto for Deal:  “ADJUVATE ADVENAS”  Befriend 
the Stranger.

It’s a very diverse group including all ages - those 
who are retired along with those still at work and 
over half the members are women. 

The people of Deal often see the pirates around the 
town in their full costumes.

Dave (Dandy) Lister, club Secretary said “When 
people see me coming wearing a fluorescent tabard 
they walk the other way. But if I am wearing my 
pirate costume they always come over to chat.”

They have helped with many events and good causes 
including:
• The Boxing Day charity sea dip.
• Pirate ship racing (in a community hall).
• A treasure hunt for families around the town.
• Setting up The Collective, a networking group for  
   local charities and organisations to come together 
   and help each other.
• Hosting a film premiere to celebrate 40 years of the 
   Boxing Day Dip.
• Marshalling local events.
• aking part in local street collections for Ukraine.

Julie Kemp, President commented: “During my 
year as President I will be encouraging diversity & 



inclusion. I truly believe in any community or group 
difference makes the difference. Rotary is a non 
religious and non political organisation.” 

In an email to the club, Chris Brenchley wrote: “As 
District Governor, I was extremely pleased to sign the 
official Charter Certificate for the formation of The 
Rotary Club of Three Castles of Deal. I thank all of your 
team for working so hard to get to this point, the first 
chartered club in District 1120 for several years. I wish 
you all success for the future.”  -  Chris Brenchley

The Charter party took place at The Landmark Centre, 
High street, Deal on 1st July.

Please contact:
Laurie Philp
Phone: 07966 152962
Email: laurie.philp@gmail.com

If you would like to know more visit our vlog:

https://www.smugshot.co.uk/rotary-pirates

50 members of the Rotary Club of Eastbourne 
AM and their guests enjoyed the first face to face 
Rotary Presidents Night in three years at the Royal 
Eastbourne Golf Club.

In photo: Timothy Hayles,James Hookway and David 
Barker the Club Presidents who successfully steered the 

Rotary Presidents’ Night

Club through the Covid lockdown with a combination of 
face to face and Zoom meetings.

After an excellent meal there was Disco dancing until late. 

The club has still managed to continue with local and 
overseas projects and fundraising to help those in need.



Deadline for the September edition is August 18 - email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

To advertise in the September issue of the magazine, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

When Michelle Rose, the founder of “Made in 
Bexhill”, a non-profit organisation to promote 
arts, crafts and hand made products in Bexhill 
spoke to the club in November 2021, she 
suggested that Senlac Rotary might like to 
organise a fund raising “Human Fruit Machine” 
at the forthcoming Jubilee celebrations. 
The invitation was accepted.

On 4th June 2022, a blustery but dry day, the Made 
in Bexhill fete took place in Egerton Park, Bexhill, 
and stalls and art and craft competitions abounded. 
Senlac Rotary’s stall, appropriately named “The Queen 
Machine” was one of them. “The Queen Machine” 
was a variation on the Human Fruit Machine, with a 
crown, Queen doll and corgi all made by President 
Geoff Gander’s wife, Sally, substituted for fruit. Sally 
also decorated all the boxes for the “fruit”. 

Each pull was signalled by a trumpet flourish and 
members of the club randomly pulled out a symbol 
and held it aloft. Three matching symbols heralded 
a winner and the player gained a prize. 

Senlac Rotary’s organiser, Community chairman Barry 
Pick, was very enthusiastic about how the event went, 
“Thankfully, the weather was dry and our gazebo 
well secured against the wind so we had no problems 
putting on the show. 

The stall attracted a great deal of attention, even 
attracting the filming team from ITV and a short clip 
was broadcast on the national news! 

My thanks go to Sally for her fantastic work and to all 
those members of the club who helped out. I wasn’t 
sure whether this would be a community publicity 
venture or a fundraiser but in the event the club made 
a profit of £200 which will be used for helping local 
organisations and charities. I’m pleased to say it was 
a very successful and fun day.”

Rotary Club of Senlac
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations



A surprise awaited Past President Peter Sherred 
of the Rotary Club of Dover when he and his wife, 
Mary, attended a regular meeting of the Guston 
Parish Council, their local parish council, on 
Monday 20th June. 

During the meeting the Vice Chairman, Keith Gowland, 
asked Peter to step forward and then presented him 
with a framed Kent Association of Local Councils 
Community Award signed off by the High Sheriff of 
Kent, the Chairman of Kent County Council, and the 
Kent Association of Local Councils Chairman. The 
award was for Peter’s work in the local community of 
Guston over many years.

The citation for the award read “For many years Peter 
has voluntarily worked to maintain the parish keeping 
it rubbish free. He walks miles collecting litter and then 
disposing of it on behalf of the community”.

Temporarily blindsided and at a loss for words 
momentarily Peter, 74, thanked those responsible for 
nominating him for the award. 

Always wearing his distinctive yellow Rotary Club of 
Dover tabard when out litter picking Peter is firmly 
of the belief that central to the DNA of Rotary is the 

Dover Rotarian 
honoured with 

Community Award
ethic of service. He is proud to have been a Rotarian 
for decades and his activities in the community are 
undertaken as part and parcel of the service ethic 
and not for any personal recognition. His activities in 
clearing litter in the community and elsewhere are 
his way of contributing to the betterment of the local 
environment. A former Litter Heroes Ambassador for 
Keep Britain Tidy Peter has been active in and around 
the Dover area litter picking for the betterment of the 
town and its environs for years. 

In recognition of his service to the town of Dover and 
the many organisations and societies with which he has 
been involved, in many of them in leadership roles, he 
was made a Paul Harris Fellow in 2017 by the Rotary 
Club of Dover. A born and bred Dovorian Peter has 
been active in service to the town, for which he has 
much affection and love, for over fifty years. Currently 
he is an Assistant District Governor for Southeast of 
District 1120 with responsibility for nine clubs.

Of this latest surprise Peter added “I shall treasure 
this award and I am very proud to receive it. Given to 
me by the community makes it a very special award 
indeed. Health permitting, I shall continue to be active 
locally and continue to be engaged in Rotary for the 
immediate future.”



Your specialist local charity enabling people with 
complex disabilities to live a full and active life

Located in South Cliff, Eastbourne, 
The Chaseley Trust is a 55 bed charity 
care home offering high-quality care, 
nursing and rehabilitation services for 
adults with severe injuries as a result of 
Acquired Brain Injury, spinal cord injury, 
strokes and neurological disabilities, 
such as Multiple Sclerosis, Motor Neurone
and Parkinson’s Disease

Comprehensive training
Free Lead Adult Care Worker courses & 
apprenticeships 
Competitive rates of pay 
Rewarding work
Career development
Fixed 5 week rolling rota
Benefits include free health scheme and 
life insurance cover

We offer residents: We offer staff:

We offer the community:

24 hour residential care and nursing for 
long term and respite stays

Specialist rehabilitation services – neuro 
physiotherapy & occupational therapy

Fully wheelchair accessible gym facilities 
also open to the local community

Dedicated and highly trained staff
A varied range of stimulating activities

Healthy and nutritious meals tailored to 
personal diets

A home from home in a stunning seaside 
location

Casbar, our bistro cafe open to family and 
guests to socialise during the day

For further information or to visit, please contact us on 01323 744200
or by email: info@chaseleytrust.org                    www.chaseley.org.uk

The Chaseley Trust is a Registered Charity. Registration Number: 1090579. Registered with the Care Quality Commission.

Volunteering opportunities 
Fundraising events and opportunities 
A very worthy local cause to support

To  contact Chaseley, please email jodiec@chaseleytrust.org
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Thank you from all 
of us at Chaseley

First up is our wonderful Support 
Worker Jackie. Not only is Jackie 
a great colleague and a brilliant 
carer for our residents, but she 
is also someone who really cares 
and goes above and beyond. She 
recently completed her very own 
South Downs Church Challenge, 
running 62km in 8.5 hours! She 
also raised just over £5,000, 
enabling us to purchase an 
interactive digital activity table that 
can be used by all of our residents.

Jill and Andrew of FS Property 
Services undertook a three week 
tandem bicycle challenge and their 

company pledged to donate £1 
for every mile cycled, with the total 
raised being split between Chaseley
and The Urology Foundation. We 
are really proud to share that Jill and 
Andrew cycled an amazing 1,125 
miles and raised £570 for our well-
being and activities projects.

Our local Waitrose also donated 
£500 towards our well-being and 
activities projects and the staff and 
customers at Morrison’s have raised 
over £200 via our recent information 
stands in-store.

We have also been able to replenish 
our lovely potted plants and flowers 
around the gardens thanks to the 
lovely Pauline, who very generously 
donates garden vouchers every year.

Our final thank you is to Event 
Cycle, for their amazing work and 
the donated items we have recently 
received. Along with 60 other 
charities, we were lucky enough 
to be able to receive a huge 
variety of items, including office 
equipment, recycling bins, high-viz 
jackets, wheelchair ramps and a few 
small sheds. These donations have 
created a nice financial saving for 
our charity, ensuring that more funds 
can be spend on resident care and 
well-being.

Thank you to each and every person 
that chooses to support Chaseley, 
each of you are helping to enrich 
the lives of our residents and for that 
we cannot express our gratitude and 
appreciation enough.

THIS last month has seen Chaseley receive some wonderful support and 
fundraising from members of our local community and we wanted to take 
this moment to share our appreciation for a few of them.

By Jodie Cornford

Jackie and residents. Jill and Andrew.

The main source of Chaseley’s 
funding comes from residents’ 
fees, which cover the cost 
of their care package and 
contributes to the daily running 
costs of the home.

Various commissioning bodies fund 
the majority of resident care packages 
and they have just 5% surplus to fund 
all their additional costs, including 
the upkeep of their beautiful building, 
upgrading their equipment, and 
to provide the extra social and 
recreational activities and services that 
enhance the comfort and well-being 
of their residents, which is why they 
rely on donations and fundraising.

Chaseley is an independent charity-
owned care home located in a 
stunning location on Eastbourne’s 
seafront. It is a 55-bed home that 
specialises in long-term nursing and 
respite care for people with complex 
disabilities, such as Acquired and 
Traumatic Brain Injury, stroke, spinal 
cord injury and degenerative 
neurological conditions such as 
Multiple Sclerosis, Motor Neurone 
and Parkinson’s disease.

Their multi-disciplinary approach 
to care and rehabilitation includes 
physiotherapy, occupational therapy 
and recreational activities, ensuring 
their person-centred approach is 
focused on individuals regaining 
as much independence as possible, 
so that their psychological well-
being and emotional balance are 
maintained. In addition to this 
their facilities included an on-site, 
fully accessible gym specifically 
designed for people who are 
disabled and living in the community.

For further information on the 
charity, please contact Jodie on
01323 744200 or
jodiec@chaseleytrust.org
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their person-centred approach is
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THIS last month has seen Chaseley receive some wonderful support and 
fundraising from members of our local community and we wanted to 
take this moment to share our appreciation for a few of them.

By Jodie Cornford 

First up is our wonderful Support 
Worker Jackie. Not only is Jackie 
a great colleague and a brilliant 
carer for our residents, but she 
is also someone who really cares 
and goes above and beyond. She 
recently completed her very own 
South Downs Church Challenge, 
running 62km in 8.5 hours! She also 
raised just over £5,000, enabling us 
to purchase an interactive digital 
activity table that can be used by all 
of our residents.

Jill and Andrew of FS Property Services 
undertook a three week tandem bicycle 
challenge and their company pledged 
to donate £1 for every mile cycled, with 
the total raised being split between 
Chaseley and The Urology Foundation. 
We are really proud to share that Jill 
and Andrew cycled an amazing 1,125 
miles and raised £570 for our wellbeing 
and activities projects.

Our local Waitrose also donated £500 
towards our well-being and activities 

projects and the staff andcustomers at 
Morrison’s have raised over £200 via 
our recent information stands in-store.

We have also been able to replenish
our lovely potted plants and flowers
around the gardens thanks to the
lovely Pauline, who very generously
donates garden vouchers every year.
Our final thank you is to Event
Cycle, for their amazing work and
the donated items we have recently
received. Along with 60 other
charities, we were lucky enough
to be able to receive a huge
variety of items, including office
equipment, recycling bins, high-viz
jackets, wheelchair ramps and a few
small sheds. These donations have
created a nice financial saving for
our charity, ensuring that more funds
can be spend on resident care and
well-being.

Thank you to each and every person
that chooses to support Chaseley,
each of you are helping to enrich
the lives of our residents and for that
we cannot express our gratitude and
appreciation enough.

To promote your charity to all our Rotary clubs, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com



Rotary Club           of Tonbridge 
  

  

A party of over 100 pupils, carers, staff and parents from Nexus School in Tonbridge 
enjoyed a visit to Chessington World of Adventures on 8 June when they took part in 
Rotary Kids Out Day.  Nexus School caters for children with a wide range of complex 
needs, and National Rotary Kids Out Day – which is held at various venues – has become 
the biggest single outing for disadvantaged children in the UK.  Two Rotarians from 
Tonbridge Rotary accompanied the group, which formed one of some 19 Rotary clubs 
from the region attending on the day. 

Three boat trips sponsored by Tonbridge Rotary took 
place on the River Medway, the first on Monday 20 
June when a party from Aspens took to the water on 
the new electric boat purchased by the Kingfisher 
Medway Trust.  Aspens assists people with learning 
disabilities, and the party enjoyed their trip on a 
sunny day from Wateringbury marina.  Two groups of 
residents from Tonbridge House Care Home were 
similarly fortunate with the weather for their cruises 

on the following Thursday and Friday. 
The Aspens party are pictured setting off on their trip 

People enjoying the free performance by the Second 
Wind Concert Band on Tonbridge Castle lawn on 
Sunday 26 June, at which Tonbridge Rotary took a 
collection in aid of the band and local good causes 
and charities supported by the club.  

It’s great to see so many women taking on the presidency of 
Rotary Clubs.  On 7 July, Penny Brandling-Harris from Hadlow 
became the second female President of Tonbridge Rotary Club.  
Peter Conetta took on the position of President-Elect, with Julian 
Brandling-Harris as Vice-President.  
Pictured are Penny and Julian 

Following a 2-year hiatus we were finally able to hold our Charity Quiz, and in a new 
venue, The Schools at Somerhill.  This turned out not only to be a popular venue, but also 
profitable!  We raised approximately £850 for Water Aid and other Rotary Charities. 
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Faversham Rotary Club’s President for the new 
year will be Scott Reeve who was previously 
President in 2009/10.

Scott takes over from Dave Darby whose year started 
when we still couldn’t meet face-to-face, but that 
didn’t stop members from supporting events and good 
causes, both locally and internationally, with Dave 
leading from the front.

Dave said, “It has been a considerable honour to be 
President of the Rotary Club of Faversham for the 
last 12 months. The fantastic members and friends of 
the club organised and supported many great local 
events, including bringing back the Faversham Family 
Bike Ride. One local good cause that readily springs to 
mind is the Club’s recognition of the unsung Heroes 
who are young carers within our community. I was 
also extremely proud of the people of Faversham who 
supported us so generously in raising a considerable 

Outgoing President Dave Darby congratulates incoming President Scott Reeve.

We couldn’t do it without the support of our wives! L to R: Dave Darby & his wife Tina, Lizzie & Scott Reeve.

New Rotary Year - New President

sum to help the Ukrainian refugees.”

Dave added, “Aside from helping others, we also like 
to ensure we have fun and a laugh in the process and I 
know Scott, the incoming President, will lead the Club 
on to greater achievements with the same fun element 
firmly in place.”

New President Scott Reeve said, “I will be looking 
forward to carrying on the good work the Club does 
for the local and international community. We have 
a busy and exciting year ahead with several key 
community events including the Faversham Family Bike 
Ride and the much loved Rotary Christmas Carol tour. 
We will also be welcoming fellow Rotarians from our 
four European contact clubs in May next year.”

Scott continued, “Growing our membership will also 
be an important focus for 2022/23. The more members 
and friends we have, the more we can achieve.”



He was invited to Rotary International Headquarters in 
the USA and met District Chairmen from all over the 
world.  Through this visit he became a keen supporter 
of Rotary Foundation, Rotary’s charity that funds 
many humanitarian projects around the world and 
in the UK, the polio eradication programme being a 
notable example.

When President, Richard’s chosen charity was CRY 
(Cardiac Risk in the Young) because of his own 
experience of dealing with death caused by cardiac 
arrest both within his family and as a member of the 
Referees Benevolent Society.  CRY has three main 
aims: to raise awareness of cardiac arrest in young 
people, to screen for undiagnosed heart conditions 
which can kill instantly, and to carry out research.

Richard left his club a legacy with the intention of 
having a ‘Wishing Well’ built on the seafront to 
raise money for local charities in the name of Rotary.  
Unfortunately, for various reasons this was not possible 
so in consultation with Shirley it was agreed that half 
the money would go to Rotary Foundation and half to 
local youth football, both dear to his heart.
After an excellent dinner Shirley presented cheques 
to representatives from three local youth football 
organisations: John Richards from Dover Youth, Alan 
Clarke from Deal Town Rangers and Paul Booth from 
Woodnesborough Football Club.  All were grateful 
for the donations which would be used in different 
ways, from providing equipment to funding referee 
training for interested youngsters, or for developing 
community facilities.  Woodnesborough plan to create 
a play area behind their clubhouse which will be 
dedicated to Richard.

Local Rotarian’s Legacy

What was evident to members and guests from all three 
youth football representatives was their dedication to 
the shared values of participation and inclusion, and the 
importance to many youngsters, both girls and boys, of 
taking part in local youth football.  They benefit socially 
and emotionally as well as physically through being 
part of an organisation which is developing ways of 
supporting their local community.

Richard would have been delighted at the use of his 
legacy, even though it was not as he had planned.

The Rotary Club of South Foreland held an 
interesting and enjoyable Presentation Evening 
at the Marina Hotel in Dover on 29th June, in 
memory of Past President Richard Blackman who 
sadly passed away in 2018.

Apart from family and work, Richard’s main interests 
were football and Rotary.  He started refereeing in 
youth football when he was at school and continued 
to referee for most of his life in local football and 
then the Southern League.  He was often called on to 
make pitch inspections at Dover Athletic football Club 
when weather conditions required it.

Richard was an active member of the Rotary Club of 
South Foreland, being President in 2016 and then 
Treasurer.  His interest in Rotary began many years 
ago when he joined a Rotaract Club; these were for 
18 to 28 year olds.  In fact, he and his wife Shirley 
first met as members of Rotaract.  In 1983/84 Richard 
became Rotaract District Chairman when there were 
40 such clubs in the District, which covers Kent and 
East Sussex.  



Channel Rotary provides direct assistance to Ukraine 
using links through Romanian Rotary and the new 
Earlscliffe Interact Club in Folkestone

 Earlscliffe College Interact Club in Folkestone was 
founded in 2021 with the help of Channel Rotary and 
since then has forged ahead under the leadership of 
Founder President Iulia Lambrinon and newly elected 
President Yasir Idris. Iulia having a direct link with 
Timisoara Rotary Club in Romania has enabled a donation 
of £2000 from Channel Rotary to get directly to where it 
is needed in Ukraine 

One of the Timisoara members is a doctor who has 
contacts and friends in Ukraine. So with the help of the 
Channel funds and others raised in Romania, shipments 

Van loaded with medical supplies ready to be shipped to Ukraine and members of The Timisoara Rotary Club in Romania.

of urgently required medical supplies have been 
transported across Romania to the border where they are 
picked up and taken to where there is greatest need.

This is just one example of how the vast International 
network of Rotary Clubs can facilitate humanitarian need 
directly where it can make a difference. The President of 
the Romanian Timisoara club Daniel Lighezan said “ The 
support we have received from our fellow Rotarians and 
especially the Folkestone Channel club and their new 
Earlscliffe Interact club has helped immensely in the major 
task of aiding our neighbours in Ukraine”

For further information:  David Rolls (Channel Rotary)
07774 962409;  david.rolls@channelrotary.org.uk 

Finding a different route



One of the greatest pleasures of our annual 100 
mile Charity Bike Ride is to quietly observe how 
much it means to each finisher whether they’ve 
completed the 30, 50, 80 or 100 mile routes.  The 
buzz of achievement is fabulous. This is not a 
race but a personal challenge to do your best.  
The first 100 miler home was thrilled with his 
time at an average of over 20 mph. For another 
who finished the 50 mile route, it was her first 
time for 50 years since her teens.

We were blessed with a beautiful day, wind-free to 
start but with a rising breeze to contend with by the 
afternoon and that’s part of the exhilaration when 
finishing.  Comments like “what a fabulous route”, 
“the signage was great”, “the marshals were so 
helpful”, make the effort of organising the event 
so rewarding.  Some had cycled from home just to 
get a few more miles in.  Others had camped down 
the road on the night before.  Many take on the 
challenge because of medical conditions which they 
strive to keep in check.  One 80 mile cyclist had done 
his first ride of the year and was so pleased because 
he has lost 3.5 stone since January.  Two ladies 
arrived back saying “We have just talked non-stop 
for five hours.  It has been such a pleasure”. Another 
lovely moment was when a cyclist who intended to 
join us but overslept came to pay simply because it 
was his intention to support our charity work.

At the finish in ever hospitable Star Inn at St Mary 
In The Marsh, there was a wonderful buzz around 
the garden.  Experiences were shared over refreshing 
drinks while music played. 

With 250 cyclists, including two penny farthings 
and two tandems we raised over £7000 for charity.  
Everyone had a great day and the good will continue 
as we distribute the funds to those in hardship and 
need throughout the locality.

Fabulous Romney Marsh charity Fabulous Romney Marsh charity 
bike ride raises over £7,000bike ride raises over £7,000



The Rotary Club of Senlac is delighted to announce 
the return of their family friendly charity event, 
Music by the Lake, after the Covid pandemic break. 
And, it’s coming back twice as big with events over 
two days of the August Bank Holiday, Sunday 28th 
August and Monday 29th August.

Headlining on Sunday will be Liane Carroll who is one of 
the hottest singers on the UK jazz scene. She is a double 
BBC Jazz award winner and has also won Best Female 
Jazz Vocalist at the first Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Awards. 
Lianne is a long-term supporter of The Rotary Club of 
Senlac and they are delighted that she is performing for 
them on Sunday 28th August.

The Rockitmen will be returning to the event on 
Monday 29th August. The Rockitmen are the ultimate 
party band with music for all to enjoy! They have been a 
Music By The Lake favourite for several years. There will 
be supporting artistes during both days.

Both days will be great events for all the family which 
you can enjoy in the lovely gardens of one of Senlac 
Rotary’s members. Bring your own picnic and you can 
buy Pimms, beer, tea and coffee at the event.

The event will be held at Camelot, 94 Westfield Lane, 
St Leonards on Sea, TN37 7NQ and there will be limited 
pre-booked parking on site. The gates will open at 
11.30 am and the music will be 1pm until 5.30pm.

Tickets are now available at a cost of £12.50 in advance 
or £15.00 on the day, children under 12 are free, and 
can be obtained from the venue Monday to Friday 
4-8pm, Saturday and Sunday 10am-8pm, by phone on 
07515 66 60 67 or DM Hannah Bryant on Facebook.
All of the profits from Music by the Lake will be used 
by the Rotary Club of Senlac to help local charities 
and organisations; Dom’s Food Mission will be a major 
recipient.

Full details are on the club’s website 
www.senlacrotary.org

Music by the Lake



Graham Bucksey, Chair of the Rotary Club 
of Crowborough and Amy Murphy, Tesco’s 
Community Champion, pictured above, with 63 
shoeboxes filled with the generous donations 
from local shoppers which will all be going to 
bring some joy and hope to children caught up in 
the conflict in Ukraine. 

The Rotary Club has led the way in collecting a further 
100 boxes filled with essentials, clothes and toys. 
They will be going to orphanages set up in Poland 
for Ukrainian children, fleeing from the danger and 
violence in their home country. Some of the boxes and 
vital medical supplies will also go into war torn towns 
such as Mariupol, bringing much needed aid to those 
sheltering from the war.

In a matter of weeks, the Rotary Club has galvanised 
the generous spirit of the local community and has 
set up shoebox collection points in the town as well 
as working with Amy to run a Saturday collection at 
Tesco in Jarvis Brook. Graham Bucksey said “ Amy has 
helped us in a very big way to achieve the wonderful 
number of boxes collected at Tesco”. Tesco will 
continue to work in partnership with the Rotary Club 
and they provided a super raffle prize at the Rotary 
Golf event on 10th June. 

At the start of July, the club was sent confirmation 
that the shoeboxes had arrived in Krakow, Poland. In 
partnership with the Riverside Centre in Tonbridge 
the Crowborough donations were driven across Europe 
by volunteers who are working with aid agencies 
in Krakow. 

Brilliantly successful shoebox appeal led by the Rotary Club of Crowborough and Tesco 
is providing much needed aid for the children of Ukraine.

The majority of the shoeboxes have been given out to 
refugee children sheltering in a Krakow orphanage. 
Helpers there, report that there are over 90 in the 
orphanage, and many are very young children. So, our 
delivery will be bringing some comfort and aid to some 
very needy victims of the war in Ukraine. Any spare 
shoeboxes are being taken to some of the shelters in 
the towns and cities that are being attacked by Russian 
forces. It is clear the strong partnership between Rotary 
and Tescos in Crowborough has made a real difference 
to some very vulnerable children and Amy Murphy 
should be congratulated on her energy and drive to 
help the club achieve such a great result.

In addition to a growing partnership with Tesco, Rotary 
has been actively fund raising and working with other 
organisations to promote and support projects which 
are helping the needy and vulnerable in our town. 
Crowborough Foodbank and the Wealden Dementia 
Action Alliance have already benefitted from the 
support and money raised by Rotary and the club 
will continue to be involved in efforts to bring aid to 
Ukrainian refugees. Club members will be present at 
Crowfest and the Crowborough Community Hospital 
August Bank Holiday Fete this Summer and we will be 
holding a Quiz Night in the Autumn. All proceeds from 
all these events will go to good causes so do look out 
for the Rotary Club stall. More information about fund 
raising events and details about the clubs can be found 
on the club website https://crowboroughrotary.org/ and 
new members will always be welcome.

Ukraine Shoebox appeal Ukraine Shoebox appeal 



On Saturdays and Sundays throughout June and 
the first weekend of July, in a vacant shop at the 
McArthur Glen Designer Outlet, Ashford Rotarians 
helped at a collection point for donations to the 
people of Ukraine.

The collection point was the brainchild of Kent Police 
Superintendent Rachel O’Neil who has been involved 
with similar projects in the past.  Ashford Rotarians 
volunteered to help along side Rachel’s family and friends 
and other volunteers.

Members of the public were invited to make donations 
of items to send to Ukraine, including: washing, hygiene 
and sanitary products, clothing for all ages from babies to 
adults, food including baby milk, sweets and treats, toys, 
nutrition packs for those fighting medicines and medical 
supplies, and much more.

As Rachel said, “You name it, we’ve probably collected it.”

Over the 4 weekends over 400 boxes of goods were 
collected.  By the time this article is read those boxes will be 
well on their way to their destination, if not already there.

In addition, over £1,700 was collected and has been sent 
to the appropriate support funds.

Ashford Rotarians were very pleased to have been able to 
help.  Club President, Liz Stuart-Smith said, “This was an 
amazing initiative that deserved our support.  The number 
of items collected surprised us all. The public have been 
very generous. Thank you to everyone involved.”

Ashford Rotarians Help at 
Ukraine Collection Point



As a small group of 16 working Rotarians (local 
MP is an honorary member) we are very proud to 
say our feet rarely touch the ground and that we 
constantly strive to meet and uphold all Rotarian 
objectives!! Our volunteering and community 
support is extremely varied and reaches many 
levels! We volunteer together as well as 
individually – both being an aid to those in 
need as well as being tremendously rewarding! 

As a Satellite group we thought we would highlight 
what we cover in a few months and hope this will 
encourage others to continue to engage in the good 
works they are doing.

During the last eight weeks we have covered many 
events and have helped many in various ways – please 
see the following summary (in no particular order or level 
of profile) which captures most of our activity – at the 
end we have highlighted two in a little more depth as 
pictures tell a thousand stories and a picture of Brenda 
Parsons who won Covid-19 Volunteer of the year: 

Sourcing, collecting & delivering items for the set up of 
a local Men’s Shed & Ladies Lounge as well as hosting a 
fundraising dinner in a local restaurant for the same;

Supporting Orpington’s Literary Festival which included 
introducing writers & attendees, sharing program 
details, engaging writers with schools, hosting small 
events to encourage making book gift bags from 
recycled textiles, delivering ‘Watch Out’ Books to local 
schools, organising a draw for donated Graham Norton 
books, setting up a local Library House (books in an 
old, refurbished cupboard) on local common land;

Orpington has been chosen this year to represent 
London in Britain in Bloom – we have initially engaged 
with local organisers to analyse how we can help - we 
have started by placing planted tubs in the area under 
our Rotary noticeboard;

Marshalling for the annual Bluebell Walk – raising 
money for St Christopher’s Hospice, Orpington;

Attending an idea sharing Zoom call with Rotary 
colleagues from a Dutch Club;

Participation in the Rotary national resilience team 
supporting those impacted by the invasion of Ukraine. 
Also supporting local requirements ie gathering details 
of local translators, producing a local ‘help’ document 
for refugees coming to Bromley, attending Bromley 
welcome meetings;

Collecting & delivering items from locals to BR6 Ukraine 
groups for onward delivery to Ukraine;

We were represented on the Friends of the PRUH  (local 
hospital) Committee Meeting and de-livered ICare

Eight weeks in the Life 
of Rotary Satellite of Orpington

 (local stroke charity) leaflets to Stroke Unit;

Several continued to volunteer at Vaccination 
Centres;
 
Continuously sold items to raise money for Safe 
Haven Animal Rescue and ran a stall selling lots 
of donated items at Safe Haven Animal Rescues 
annual dog show (delivered flyers prior to the event) 
- over £1000 was raised on the day;

Delivered copies of the free ‘Life in Orpington’ 
and Petts Wood Gazette magazines;

Volunteered at the Bromley Food Bank & Open 
Kitchen, Christ Church, Orpington;

Volunteered at local Barnardo’s charity shop;

One member specifically continued her role as a 
‘One Bromley Community Champion’ by attending 
on-line training re: role of social prescribers; 



Spotlight 1:

BR6 Life recently offered congratulations to 
Chelsfield Volunteers at The Chelsfield Community 
Cafe who received this month’s gorgeous bouquet 
as winners of BR6 Life’s Flower Friday campaign.

Chelsfield Volunteers were set up at the beginning of 
the COVID pandemic by Mags Potter (Rotary Satellite in 
Orpington), Pam Temple and others to provide support 
to those in need during a difficult time. The Community 
Café has been set up to continue their support to the 
local community.

The Chelsfield Community Cafe runs twice a month 
and is based in Chelsfield Village, village Hall (by the 
cricket club), based purely on local volunteers it brings 
the young and elderly together for a couple of hours 
to interact with each other, chat, & have fun, an idea 
bought to fruition when lockdown was eased to help 
those with loneliness and isolation.

It has proven very popular with friendships blossoming, 
all kinds of entertainment now being added (i.e. songs 
& a sing a long by the Bromley Carers Choir) and of 
course let’s not forget the delicious homemade cakes 
that are donated.



The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend

Rotary Orpington Satellite provided assistance to Orpington 1st and Knoll Residents Association on 
Thursday 2nd June for their respective Jubilee celebrations. 

The first bank of celebration assistance was in Orpington High Street centred around the Market Square and involved cutting 
up a very large celebration cake to feed all the people who attended the arranged festivities. Later in the evening assistance 
was provided whilst the beacon was lit. The Knoll Residents Association assistance started at the United Reformed Church and 
to offer a marshalling service to guide a large volume of people from the church through to Broomhill Common where another 
beacon was lit to link in with the nationwide beacons also lit on that night.

Councillor Kim Botting, Brenda Parsons,  
Rachelle Harte and Adam Green.

Orpington Satellite members Brenda 
Parsons, Mags Potter, Margaret Keenan 
and Nicky Fishman before demolishing 
the cake!

Brenda Parsons, Mags Potter, Margaret Keenan 
and Nicky Fishman plus a special guest with 
the remains of the celebration cake.

Nicky takes the weight off her 
legs for a well deserved rest on 
the throne!

On 16 June, we held our 13th Volunteer Awards 
Ceremony in the presence of the Worshipful the 
Deputy Mayor of Bromley Cllr Christine Harris, to 
celebrate volunteering and voluntary activity.

We are delighted to announce that the winners of the 
COVID-19 Volunteer of the Year Award were Brenda 
Parsons and Nolene Harris.

“Brenda is a Rotarian and the personal volunteering 
was carried out as part of a Rotary Project to respond 
to the Covid emergency. Rotary’s motto is “Service 
Above Self” and Brenda worked tirelessly, always 
putting service above self, to help the NHS staff and 
the local community. Whilst carrying out this personal 
volunteering, (More than 1000 hours) Brenda has 
also been co-ordinating the Rotary Resilience Project 
providing support for marshalling at vaccination centres 
and other covid volunteering, for our District which 
covers Bromley, Bexley, Kent and East Sussex.” 

“Nolene used her initiative to offer support to the 
staff who were working tirelessly at the hospital and 
she received many compliments and thanks for her 
lovely cakes.  Nolene is a Rotarian and the personal 

Sarah Spencer-Adams, Kim Robinson and 
Glenn Robinson at the end of the evening.

Sarah Spencer-Adams and Kim Robinson on 
arrival at Broomhill Common

volunteering was carried out as part of a Rotary Project 
to respond to the Covid emergency. Rotary’s motto 
is “Service Above Self” and Nolene worked tirelessly, 
always putting service above self, to help the NHS staff 
and the local community. “

Congratulations to Brenda and Nolene for their well 
deserved award.  #bromley #volunteer #awards 
#recognition Mottingham Big Local Refocused Langley 
Park Rotary Club Bromley Little Theatre Rotary Club of 
Bromley Turn Around Bromley Mencap



I stood down as DRFC on 1st July after three 
years in the role which was both demanding 
and rewarding. It was a privilege to be part of 
so many Grants fulfilling our Foundation’s motto 
of “Doing Good in the World”. However, I could 
not have done the job without the support of my 
committee who did, and continue to do, so much 
for our District Clubs and the causes supported 
both at home and abroad. I am also proud of 
our efforts to secure a $20,000 Covid Grant 
supporting our local Hospitals and a $25,000 
Disaster Response Grant supplying medical 
equipment for Ukraine.

Like all charities our Foundation is dependent on 
donations for its existence and to do the things it 
aspires to e.g. Global Grants for Projects, Scholars 
and VTTs, District Grants, Peace Fellows, Polio 
Eradication etc. Unlike most other charities the bulk 
of our funding comes from our own members, not 
the public, and we continually struggle to get the 
funding needed to meet the increasing demand. For 
two of the three years of my office the Foundation 
World Fund was totally depleted and unable to 
support Global Grants from around May until July 
when the following year’s funding was released. This 
demonstrates the success of the Global Grant model 
which I have been fortunate enough to see in action 
both at home and abroad.

Because of this “over use” of the World Fund the 
Foundation Trustees were compelled to make changes 
in terms of match funding which, although I was 
unhappy with, I have to admit they obviously worked 
as we did not suffer the same problem of the World 
Fund being depleted in the last year of my office.

A further change which has ruffled a few feathers is that 
Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) and multiple PHF pins will now 
be sent directly to contributors who meet the criteria of 
$1000, $2000, etc donation to our Foundation and its 
causes. This is an effort to further promote the Rotary 
Foundation (TRF) by the wearing of PHFs to encourage 
others to raise money through donation.

The problem particularly in these isles is that many 
Rotarians don’t understand that to get a PHF 
contribution of $1000 has to be made. It is now often 
misquoted as the highest award in Rotary, which is the 
Service Above Self award. Following the PHFs initial 
launch and success it was agreed that recipients could 
donate their PHF to others which is the mechanism 
used by most clubs to present PHF to their members i.e. 
from donations made to TRF through club funds.

The Rotary Foundation Our Charity  

“Doing Good in the World”

Our motto is Service Above Self and as a Multiple PHF 
I am proud of the PHFs that have been awarded to me 
in recognition of the service I have undertaken both 
within my club and at District level. However, I am 
equally proud of the PHFs that I have accrued through 
donation to our charity which in some cases I have 
presented to others in personal recognition of what 
they are doing in the name of Rotary. My donations 
funding amazing projects across the world.

The only way a PHF cab be obtained is by donating 
$1000 and the donor, be it an individual, a Club or 
District can use their PHF as they best see fit. Sadly 
because pins are now being sent direct to donors I 
have heard members threatening to stop donating! 
This means we will be less able to support Grants and 
causes that our Foundation currently achieves. Which 
I’m sure is not what they want.

I can only ask you to dispel the myths surrounding 
PHFs and support our charity the Rotary Foundation by 
wearing your PHF with pride and encourage others to 
donate to our charity either directly or through their club.

I would like to thank all our clubs, particularly those 
that I have visited during my term of office, it has been 
a privilege. I will support Brian Dunne who succeeds me 
during his early months in office but with the District 
Foundation Team behind him I know we can continue 
to “Do Good in the World”.

Ray Dixon RC Sovereign Harbour
http://shrotary.club



Disclaimer 
While every care has been taken in the compilation of this 
newsletter errors or omissions are not the responsibility of 
the publishers or of the editorial staff. 
All rights reserved. Rotary Club © 2021

Editor:       Peter Lindsey,  petelindsey30@hotmail.com
Published by: The Rotary Club District 1120
Printed by:      Custard Design & Print. Tel: 01323 430303 
      www.custard-design.co.uk
  

www.rotarysoutheast.org www.facebook.com/Rotary112007840 158103

Rotary
Southeast and Gibraltar

The deadline for articles in the September issue is 16th August as well as advertising.

This magazine is sent to every Rotarian in District 1120 - that’s more than 
1700 business, or retired business people.

We are also hoping that each club will share the link on their social media -
 and that individual members will too. This will ensure every month the 
great work Rotarians do reaches a massive audience, both locally 
and further afield.

We are looking for companies - big and small - and individuals if they wish
to advertise with you.

These are the prices:

£250 for a full page, £125 for a half page

£75 for a quarter page
We will offer discounts if bookings are for three months or more. Rotarians, 
have a think, you may know potential advertisers so please share this link.

Please email: petelindsey30@hotmail.com or call Peter on 07710 934 574.
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The deadline for articles in the November issue is Friday 15th Oct as well as advertising.

SOVEREIGN Harbour Rotarians 
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The club meets weekly on Tuesday evenings in Eastbourne. DistrictMagazine
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Bexhill Rotary Club’s Annual Crazy Golf ChallengeThe International Committee of the club recently 

organised a Crazy Golf Competition at Hastings to 

raise funds for their projects in the coming year. After an enjoyable fish and chip supper the Bexhill 

Rotarians and their friends got down to the serious 

business of the evening. The winner, with most holes in one, was Corinne Gadsden but Brian Cope, who came second, is looking forward to a 
rematch next year. In previous years profits from this event have enabled 

the club to purchase Shelterboxes for use in climatic 

emergencies, assist in hygiene projects in Kenya and, 

more recently, to supply food relief for Thai people who 

have been unable to work due to Covid. 

LONDON MARATHONFolkestone Rotarian Ray Johnson completed his 

21st in a row and smashed the total £100,000.00 

raised for the Kent Association for the Blind.He said: “I am delighted to report following all the 

donations kindly received I have exceeded my aim of 

getting over the £100,000 raised over the years in aid 

of the Kent Association for the Blind (www.kab.org.uk) 

who provide essential training and support to people 

who are blind, deafblind, or partially sighted, mainly in 

the Kent area.

This race was my 21st consecutive London Marathon 

(21 in 2021) the weather was perfect, along with being 

back in London, with the crowds who were as always 

fantastic who spurred us all on that made it a most 

enjoyable occasion.

Equally exciting was not only getting over the finishing 

line in at 04:55:19 nonstop but to raise vital funds 

for the charity and sincere thanks go to all who have 

contributed whether individuals or companies.”
Further details can be found at www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/rayjohnson Here you will find further 

information and pictures.
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We are looking to expand and develop what you are reading today 
in the coming months - and that includes increasing the revenue.

To purchase printed copies for yourself or your club the 
prices are as follows:
1 magazine £8.60 each + £2.50 p&p

5 magazines £7.98 each + £3.80 p&p

10 magazines £7.49 each + £6.50 p&p

20 magazines £6.75 each + £12.00 p&p

50 magazines £5.40 each + £15.00 p&p

100 magazines £4.50 each + £25.00 p&p
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Remember, the more you order the cheaper the magazines become!
Call our print department on 01323 430303 for more details.


