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Shane Record working on his amazing painting.



On Friday 11th March at Three Hills Sports Park in 
Folkestone, Channel Rotary raised over £26,000 to 
be shared by Porchlight (the homeless charity) and 
our own local Rotary charities.  

With funds raised by local supporters, sponsors of 
those sleeping out and donations given through 
Just Giving it was a wonderfully successful event. 
The evening was topped by the extraordinary 
support of eminent local painter Shane Record from 
Folkestone’s Creative Quarter who completed a 
dramatic painting of the Old High Street live during 
the evening, amazingly in under 4 hours. The pain 
was live streamed on Facebook watched by hundreds 
of viewers and bids were made from the room and 
online with a magnificent winning bid of £1,200.

The inspiration for the event came from Folkestone 
Academy pupil Samantha Gatland and her mother 
Lyn who had recently done a similar Sleep Out in 
London. They mentioned it to Channel Rotary’s 
Fund Raising Chairman Joe Sullivan and he and his 
team grasped the idea with both hands to create 
an amazing evening in association with Porchlight, 
the charity that supports homeless people and 
those living on the streets. BBC Radio Kent was so 
impressed that it requested an interview with Joe 
on the Pat Marsh Show next day and once again 
awarded Channel Rotary its ‘Hero Of The Week’.

The publicity certainly raised awareness of 
Porchlight’s work locally. There are over 9,000 people 
on the streets in this part of the world and Folkestone 
is an area of special need.  

There was an air of happy excitement as guests 
listened to the various speakers and prepared for 
their night in the open air.  Channel Rotary President 
Gary Calver welcomed everyone and there were talks 

CHANNEL ROTARY’S SLEEP OUT HEROES 
storm through their £25,000 target

from Joe Sullivan, James Child (Porchlight), Michelle 
Keutenius (Folkestone Town Mayor), Folkestone & 
Hythe Councillor Jenny Hollingsbee with lots of 
good-humoured discussion. Local author Denis 
Pepper added some historic sparkle from his historic 
book series about local Saint Botolph who was 
patron saint of travellers and homeless people as 
well as a friend of Saint Eanswythe.

Then the sleepers checked their sleeping bags, 
bobble hats, scarves, warm coats, extra socks, gloves, 
bars of chocolate and torches before settling into 
their recycled cardboard ‘tents’ (specially provided 
by London based cardboard manufacturer DS 
Smith) with the Channel Rotary and Porchlight logos 
proudly displayed. The general view was that none 
of our sleepers would last long on the streets.  
The extraordinary generosity of so many supporters 
plus recognizing the problems faced by rough 
sleepers kept everyone warm through the night.

This was an event run in with modern ways and 
technology. Our friends from NE Timing (who help 
with our annual Triathlon each September) helped 
with the administration. Channel Rotary’s PR machine 
went into overdrive with the help of another good 
friend Mike Parry. Our special thanks to Jo Robinson, 
Terry Hardy, the gang from Earlscliff Interact Club led 
by David Rolls, members of staff from the Shepway 
Sports Trust and Three Hills Sports Park who were 
essential to our success, Streetz2Streetz mobile 
catering who provided free chips and a donation and 
to South Kent College students who donated soup, 
bread rolls and delicious sausage rolls. So many acts 
of kindness on a great night.  Thank you everyone!

Further information:  Joe Sullivan, Event Organiser, 
07740 284236  sullijoe@gmail.comHi De Hi Happy Campers! Bedding down in the special 

cardboard tents.

Folkestone Town Mayor Michelle Keutenius addresses 
the sleepers.



Ladies 
FASHION SHOW

CROWBOROUGH Rotary Club held a very 
successful Ladies Fashion Show at the 
Crowborough Rugby Club on Friday 11th 
March to raise money for local charities.

The event was attended by 69 guests who within 
their £12 ticket price were provided with a glass 
Prosecco. The event was hosted by Travelling Trends 
who organised a live catwalk to show this season’s 
High Street and Branded Ladies Fashion. 

This was followed by time to view, try on and buy 
the fashions on show at discounted prices. The club 
organised three volunteers to be catwalk models 
to show off the clothing. The models although very 
nervous to start with, were brilliant.

The event was project managed meticulously by 
Crowborough Rotary Club Member Glenys Jones 
who was ably assisted by four lady members Kay, 
Cindy, Carolyn and Linda.

We ran a raffle which was very well supported by the 
guests attending the event who were attracted by 
the excellent prizes donated by local businesses. 
Our membership raffle ticket sellers worked very 
hard on the evening selling the tickets.

The clothing purchases by the guests following the 
cat walk presentation went extremely well for both 
the club and Travelling Trends.

Overall, the event was well supported and enjoyed 
by our guests and there were lots of smiling faces. 
We have received very positive feedback and plan to 
do the event again in 2023.



Deadline for the June edition is May 18 - email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

To advertise in the June issue of the magazine, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

The Labours of 
an Olive Farmer
The benefits and burdens of an Italian olive farm 
were described by District 1120 Assistant District 
Governor (North East) Kevin Fielding when he 
addressed the Rotary Club of Dover recently. 

Based entirely on his own personal experience and 
knowledge, having acquired a farmhouse and ground 
on the Adriatic side of Italy with a modest olive grove 
attached, he gave an interesting review of an olive 
farmer’s year, the olives in question being cultivated 
for oil and not for edible consumption. The principal 
countries engaged in the production of olives and the 
oil include Spain, Italy and the United States of America.

Pruning of olive trees is clearly a labour of love, both 
in terms of the time it takes and the laborious nature 
of the activity, but with healthy trees (and some can 
be of a considerable age) harvesting also creates a 
considerable bout of activity. Handpicking the olive fruit 
is yet another labour of love challenge, but mechanised 
techniques have greatly simplified the process of 
recovering the fruit from the trees. Mechanical shakers 
of varying sizes are now available and these take a 
grip of the olive trees and simply shake them quite 
vigorously so that the olives fall off the trees and are 
caught in a ground covering at their base. This is 
possible even for quite elderly and quite large trees. 
Once harvested - usually in October/November each 
year - the next stage is the processing and pressing of 
the olives to produce the oil. This involves taking the 
harvested olives to the nearest frantoio (processing 

plant). Yet another mechanical process produces the oil 
from the pressed olive fruit which is then bottled and 
sold. The oil of the olive has many medicinal benefits for 
a range of conditions, said Kevin. Perhaps a dollop of oil 
a day will keep the doctors, or maybe even the ageing 
process at bay!!

Kevin’s olive farm is modest compared to the large-scale 
olive farms found in this part of Italy but clearly the end 
product gives great satisfaction for the investment of all 
the hard work and time devoted to the crop throughout 
the year. Kevin described his acquisition and subsequent 
redevelopment of his olive farm complex which clearly 
provides him with a wonderful place to escape to for 
leisure, relaxation, as well as the hard work. 
Kevin’s talk was illustrated by colourful pictures/slides 
and his enthusiasm for his subject and his farm was 
evident from his talk. Kevin is an interesting and fluent 
speaker with a good story to tell.



HYTHE ROTARY CLUB 
HONOURS ITS MEMBERS 

A number of Hythe Rotarians received 
Certificates from the 1120 Assistant District 
Director, Peter Sherred, honouring varying 
years of service from 25 to 50 years, totalling 
310 years, at their recent meeting. 
A fantastic achievement. 

HYTHE ROTARY CLUB 
PRESENTS A RADIO PLAY, 
“THE MYSTERY OF 
HARTSTOPP HALL”
Hythe Rotarians recently undertook 
something completely different by 
performing a Radio Play, “The Mystery Of 
Hartstopp Hall”. The mystery took place in 
St Leonard’s Church, Hythe, over two 
nights and raised monies for Mercy Ships, 
a faith-based international development 
organisation that deploys hospital ships to 
some of the poorest countries in the world, 
delivering vital, free healthcare to people in 
desperate need.

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
MONIES DONATED 
TO LOCAL HYTHE 
ORGANISATIONS
Thanks to the generosity of the people of 
Hythe, The Rotary Club of Hythe were able 
to donate the proceeds of the Christmas 
Collection to local charities. The Shed, 
Age Concern, Porchlight and the Foodbank 
at the Salvation Army all received a donation.

HYTHE ROTARY CLUB



Rotary Club           of Tonbridge 
  

  

Tonbridge Rotarians were delighted to see that the 4,000 purple 
crocus corms they planted opposite Tonbridge School in December 
last year have bloomed!   
 
Spring each year sees a beautiful purple carpet of crocuses in many 
communities across Great Britain and Ireland thanks to the Purple 
Crocus Corm planting to raise awareness of the Rotary fight for a 
polio free world. The purple crocus for End Polio was chosen as the 
purple colour matched the dye painted on the little fingers of children 
to show that they have been immunised. 

Members visited The Oaks Specialist College in Tonbridge 
last month to discuss how both organisations can liaise in 
the future to mutual benefit. The college addresses the 
needs of 18-25 year olds with learning difficulties, providing 
students with education and training tailored to their 
individual needs. 
 
Projects Manager Jackie Thurtle, pictured with Club 
President Barry Ednie (left) and Philip Higgins, showed a 
party of three Rotarians, which also included Julian 
Brandling-Harris, around the college. 

As life returns to something approaching normal, Tonbridge 
Rotary’s Community Service Committee has been able to put 
together some activities for the summer.  
 
Four organisations will be benefitting from cruises on the 
River Medway with the Kingfisher Medway Trust in June and 
July, and the Seniors’ Summer Drive & Tea will take place on 
Monday 2 May.  
 
An outing to Chessington World of Adventures for pupils at 
Nexus School in Tonbridge is being organised as part of 
National Rotary KidsOut Day on 8 June. In addition, the club 
will be holding bucket collections at the free Sunday concerts 
to be given at Tonbridge Castle by the Jon Hamilton Big Band 
(5 June) and the Second Wind Concert Band (26 June). 

Cold weather and high energy costs (soon to increase even more) create problems for many 
people of limited means, especially the elderly and those in poor health, who fear the 
expense of switching on their heating. Dawn Riach-Brown, Community Support Warden for 
Maidstone and Tonbridge & Malling, has launched “Project Blanket” to help keep people 
warm. Her personal initiative involves raising money to buy electric blankets which she 
distributes to those in need. Tonbridge Rotarians have funded the purchase of 15 blankets, 
which can be used to cover people when in bed or sitting in their living rooms. 

took place on



ROTARY RADIO 
The World Over
When we set up Rotary Radio UK in 2018 we chose 
the strapline ‘Bringing Harmony To The World’. 
At the time we thought we were being a bit 
ambitious but thought it was a great aspiration 
to have. However, since that time, broadcasting 
twenty-four hours a day and 365 days a year, we 
have gathered listeners in over one hundred and 
fifty countries across the globe.

Our blend of Rotary news and information, together 
with a very broad selection of music appears to be 

attractive to a wide range of people and we are 
confident there are many non-Rotarians in this 

global audience who may well be attracted 
to join our organisation.

In February we delivered a Zoom presentation about 
us to The Rotary Club of E-Innovation, which has a 
membership spread far and wide across continents. 
This has led to an amazing range of contacts and in 
recent weeks we have been in touch with Rotarians in:

South Africa - on the subject of drilling water 
bore-holes in Ghana.

Toronto, Canada - about community innovation hubs 
that sponsor and mentor the development of new ideas 
and projects.

Winnipeg, Canada - leading to an exchange of 
podcasts with “Talking Rotary.”

Boston, USA - developing a friendship with the Rotary 
Club of World Disability Advocacy, which has built a 

global membership of over 1,000 individuals in just 
12 months of operation.

These contacts have resulted in a new 
selection of interesting podcasts 

accessible via our website 
www.rotaryradiouk.org and each 
is well worth a listen. 
Closer to home we have linked with 
SOS Fashion Shows, which provides 
fund-raising opportunities for clubs 
in the Midlands - there is a podcast 
with their MD, Susanne Silveston, on 
our system.

If you or your club is planning a 
social event in the coming months 
and need music the Rotary Radio UK 
Sound System (Disco) is available for 
hire at very reasonable rates. 

Please contact John Robinson at 
rotaryradiouk@gmail.com for 
more information. 

If you would like to hear more 
of Rotary Radio UK you can now 
access our sound system via your 
‘Smart’ TV. Look for the article on 
how to do this on our website.
Next month we will be reporting 
on a major new partnership with 
the Guide Dogs charity.

Keep listening.



Pastor Gareth Webber of the Harbour Church in 
Black Bull Road was delighted to receive a £950 
donation from Channel Rotary to help establish 
a new initiative in the church grounds.  

He is a keen gardener and the church wishes to 
establish an allotment programme. The connection was 
made by church members Hilary and Eddie Grimble 
who had volunteered to help Channel Rotary with the 
local Covid vaccination centres and been so impressed 
that they approached us for financial support.  
We were, of course, delighted to say ‘yes’.

Hilary had suggested creating a ‘No Dig’ Allotment 
Area, similar to that already adopted successfully three 
years ago for the community garden at SAGA and 
managed by Leonie Wootton who has now volunteered 
to help with the Harbour Church projects. There will be 
two new areas:

Garden Plans
CHANNEL ROTARY DONATION SUPPORTS GARDEN 

PLANS FOR FOLKESTONE’S HARBOUR CHURCH
• Community allotments behind the GP Surgery and 
to the rear of the church. They would be offered to 
local people, church members and patients at the 
Surgery who would benefit from working with other 
people.  The ‘No Dig’ method involves covering the 
existing grass with large sheets of cardboard which 
are then layered with topsoil and compost. Some fruit 
trees would also be planted in front of the church.

• A pleasant, peaceful garden to the side of the 
church for community events with pleasant gardens, 
trees, flower beds and a sensory bed with scented 
plants and herbs.

Pastor Gareth said “We are so pleased with the 
donation by Channel Rotary.  Work will start soon with 
the arrival of warmer weather and it won’t be too 
long before the allotments and gardens will be in full 
flower and community use.”

.  

Pastor Gareth Webber receives the £950 donation from Channel Rotary President Elect Alan Myers with 
(left to right) Gordon Robinson (Channel Rotary), Eddie & Hilary Grimble (Church members)



HYTHE ROTARY CLUB 
COLLABORATIVE INITIATIVES
Hythe Rotary Club is getting back into its stride 
once again and expanding its range of close 
local collaborations or partnerships to ensure the 
widest benefits of this networking are achieved.
 
We are collaborating with Hythe Town Council and 
Hythe Business & Tourism Association (HBTA) to 
create an internet Town Diary. We aim to make this a 
comprehensive listing of all known significant events 
in our local community so that it will become a useful 
central resource of calendar information to enable 
event planners to avoid date clashes or too many 
events happening too close to each other. The Town 
Diary will be for information only. 

We will also be at the Community Fun Day being 
organized by Age UK Hythe and Lyminge along with 
Hythe Rotary, Scouts and HBTA at Oaklands Park, 
Hythe, on Saturday 16 July, as an occasion to thank 
the community for its support during Covid-19. For 
more information go to the Age UK Hythe and Lyminge 
website and Community Support Hub Facebook pages.
See you there!

Another project being launched soon will be the 
provision of advice and support to Brockhill Park 
Performing Arts College students entering the 
workplace. We envisage all in our community helping 

students to prepare for the ‘new normal’ after leaving 
secondary education. We are planning, together with 
the College and HBTA, to include local businesses and 
students’ parents in this project to ensure the students 
receive advice and guidance from those with real-life 
experience of their businesses on how to prepare for 
the workplace. Some high-profile local companies have 
already signed up.

Other collaborative ventures and initiatives include 
assembly of a “Welcome Pack” handed to all potential 
Hythe residents by our local Estate Agents. This is in 
partnership with Hythe Civic Society.

 
As some of you will know last year we ran a 
very successful Social Media Support e-learning 
course which over 100 Rotarians in District1120 
participated. This was run by a well known local 
social media expert Zoe Cairns who I have known 
personally for over 10 years.
 
One of the takeaways from the course was that several 
members felt that a more in-depth FaceBook for 
Beginners course was needed as many other members 
still have problems grappling with the whole concept of 
how to use FaceBook to promote Rotary effectively.
 

FACEBOOK FOR BEGINNERS TUTORIAL
Following various discussions approval was given for 
Zoe to produce an on-line one hour tutorial, the cost 
of which has been paid for by the District. The course 
is open to any Rotarian within our district who will 
have access to and can dip in and out of the course at 
their leisure. I should emphasise that the tutorial will 
concentrate on how to set up and populate a FaceBook 
Business Page and not a personal FaceBook page. The 
whole idea of this is to encourage clubs to effectively 
establish their own club FaceBook page.
 
Here are the links to the two parts of the tutorial.

https://vimeo.com/694384176/bb67ab7e72
https://vimeo.com/694387386/9c43da799d

 Please take time to go through the session and let us 
have your feedback.
 
Many thanks and kind regards
Colin Norgate
ADG North Central
e-mail: colinnorgate@btinternet.com



Fundraising has obviously been difficult over 
the last two years, but despite a shortage of 
charitable funds our club was pleased to be able 
to support the Edenbridge Food Bank, which has 
recently joined the Trussell Trust. The Trust is a UK-
wide network of food banks providing emergency 
food parcels and practical support to help people 
in crisis. 

Day to day running of the Food Bank is down to 
volunteers, from local churches and the wider 
community, and is led by David and Sue White from 
the Edenbridge Grace Church.

David White came along to Rotary and outlined the 
problem that they had storing their food parcels. He 
explained that distribution was not a problem as they 
have use of Rickards Hall in Edenbridge High Street, 
which is owned by Edenbridge Town Council, but their 
food donations were stored in temporary accommodation 
on a local farm, a long way from Rickards Hall and rather 
wet and windy in the winter months.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF
EDENBRIDGE AND WESTERHAM

The Churchill Dinner
More in the next issue, but here is advance 
notice that this year the dinner will be held 
on November 24th at The Westerham Golf 
Club and we are delighted to confirm that 
Tom Tugendhat, MP for Tonbridge 
will be our guest speaker.

Tickets for this prestigious dinner
can be obtained by contacting
Paul Leslie on 01892 457085 
or metapaul@talktalk.net.

David White and President Terry Cartwright
Tom Tugendhat MP

With donations from E&W Rotary Club and various 
local Trusts the Grace Church were subsequently 
able to buy and erect a permanent building on Town 
Council land adjacent to Rickards Hall, making life 
easier for all concerned. 



On Friday 8th April 2022 Langley Park Satellite 
group held a successful Games Night. The event 
was a fundraiser for the Ukrainian appeal and 
included a fish and chips supper.

The three wooden games were constructed by a 
member of “Men & Women in Sheds”. The Games 
included beautifully carved and hand painted horses 
that ran on a 16ft track with fences and water jumps. 

The second game used a wooden, Roman type of 
catapult that fired beanbags some distance into a 
series of buckets. In the final game, players had to 
throw beanbags at a large wooden board with holes 
of different sizes. We called this game ‘Pot-Shot’. 

This was an inter-table competition; i.e. players from 
each of the 10 tables were in competition with those 
from other tables. The horse race commentator 
ensured that the competitive players cheered on horses 
and players from their own groups. At the start, each 
table was given 100 blue and yellow tokens, to show 
association with the Ukraine appeal. At the conclusion, 
prizes were awarded to the players whose table held 
the most tokens. The event attracted all age groups 
and great fun was had by all. 

Quote from our newest member:
“This was my first event working with a great team for 
an amazingly worthy cause. The camaraderie and hard 
work putting this together was so worthwhile when 
you witnessed the fun and laughter of those that came 
along. I feel proud to be part of Langley Park Satellite.”

These games can be hired from the Langley Park 
Satellite for a small fee. If you would like to make 
use of this equipment, to run the event please email
rclp@btinternet.com or send a text message to 
07875 141834.

Fun & GamesGames



The Rotary Club Of St Leonards On Sea 

Support Motor Neurone Charity
During a recent meeting of the St Leonards 
Rotary Club, Chairman of the local Motor Neurone 
Disease Support Group, Sharon Bass, explained 
to club members the cruel and horrible effects of 
the disease, and talked about the support given 
to local families who struggle to cope with this 
dreadful illness.

 The disease, for which there is presently no known 
cure, kills six people a day throughout the United 
Kingdom. President of the St Leonards Rotary Club, 
Therese Mahindrakar, later presented a cheque to 
Sharon for £2000, a sum collected by members of the 
club, which will help with research and supporting the 
needs of local families.  

The Rotary Club of St Leonards on Sea is a fully 
inclusive, active and friendly club, and always welcomes 
new members. Members raise funds and support local 
charities. We usually meet every Wednesday evening 
at 6.15pm at the Royal Victoria Hotel for a meal and 
conversation. Prospective new members would be very 
welcome to join us. For information please contact our 
secretary Peter Blackman on 01424 420700.

 Sharon Bass (L) and Therese Mahindrakar (R)

                                                                      
For further information please contact: 
Rotarian Ken Melsom MBE JP
kenmelsom@aol.com    
01424 846432 / 07778  017959
Public Relations Officer 

The three Canterbury Rotary Clubs have jointly 
sent off more than £7,200 to the Disasters 
Emergency Committee to support its humanitarian 
work for Ukraine. 

The Canterbury appeal is still open (bit.ly/ukr-appeal) 
and at least £500 more has already been raised thanks 
to a local yoga studio’s open day.

Ukraine 
updateupdate



A journey back to 1922 

in Canterbury

As part of ongoing Centenary celebrations, 
Canterbury Rotarians enjoyed a wonderful trip 
down memory lane thanks to an interactive 
multimedia presentation called “1922 
Remembered” given by their Past President, Peter 
Hermitage. 

Bursting with pictures, video and audio, the 
presentation gave members and guests a taste of what 
life was like back in 1922 and in intervening years - 
touching on everything from health and transport to 
entertainment, sport and, of course, Rotary! 

The First World War had only ended a few years before 
1922, life expectancy for males and females was less 
than 60 years, and the BBC had not yet come into 
being. Phones were only for the affluent, entertainment 
was rather limited, and horse and carts were still 
commonplace on the high street.

Peter did an excellent job of relating historical issues 
with modern day Rotary. For instance, Canterbury’s 
War Memorial had only just been unveiled the year 
before; to this day members of the three Canterbury 
Rotary Clubs take part in the annual Remembrance Day 
services at the Memorial. Peter spoke of Past President 
Harold Young (described as a “stick of rock” as he had 
Rotary “running right through him”) and reminded 
everyone of Harold’s role as a founder of the Lord 
Mayor of Canterbury’s Christmas Gift Fund - which 
the club supports to this day. Where, once, news of 
the club’s work was spread by word of mouth and 

Members play “Spin two coins”. 
Picture credit. Rotary Club of Canterbury.

 Past President Harold young, plus some of his medals. 
Picture credit. Kay Young.

newspapers, nowadays its website and social media 
play that important role.

Club minutes suggest Canterbury Rotarians simply 
“kept calm and carried on” after Canterbury was 
bombed in 1942. It’s a trait that’s still true today, only 
the current focus is the pandemic and the ongoing 
conflict in the Ukraine. “If you look at our Club 
and see what we have achieved through crises … 
working internationally, responding to need in the 
community, we have simply got on with the job!” 
remarked Peter proudly.

Towards the end of his talk, Peter had attendees 
playing “Spin two coins” to decide who should win 
a bottle of Champagne to mark the Centenary. 



An Easter Egg HuntAn Easter Egg Hunt

Members of the Rotary Club of Canterbury took 
children and grandchildren along to an Easter Egg 
Hunt at the home of President Stephen Thomson 
and his wife, Sue, on Easter Sunday. 

Young and old alike searched out for the little nests in 
which the hosts had hidden eggs and chicks. 

Rotarian Kailash 
Maunick and his 

young family 
pictured after the 

hunt with Club 
President Stephen 
Thompson (right). 
Picture credit: Sue 
Thompson/Rotary 

Club of Canterbury.

Just some of the eggs and chocolate 
collected by Kailash’s daughters.
 Picture credit: Kailash Maunick/Rotary 
Club of Canterbury

“They went absolutely everywhere!” laughed Stephen, 
speaking afterwards of the enthusiastic hunters. 

Everyone had a wonderful time in the spring sunshine 
and the event was a reminder that being a Rotarian 
isn’t just about meetings and fundraising – there’s lots 
of fun too!



Race Director Ray Johnson is pleased to 
report; “It sure is time to get your skates on 
and register for this year’s 11th  Folkestone 
Coastal 10K. 

To avoid disappointment we recommend 
registering in advance of the race as we already 
have over 600 runners on board including many 
teams from running clubs and businesses.

This year we have also introduced a virtual 
facility due to popular demand so everyone can 
be involved. This year’s race is looking as exciting 
as ever as not only do we have a record number 
registered already but in addition we have much 
needed support from many sponsors including 

the main supporter SAGA along with The Roger De 
Hann Charitable Trust, Church & Dwight, Sleeping 
Giant Media, Folkestone College, Chaos Cards and 
The Leas Cliff Hall. The event benefits many good 
causes within the district and it is a great way to 
support your own preferred charity”The popular 
Folkestone Coastal 10K will take place on Sunday 
29th May 2022 at 10:00 am.

The 10 kilometre run will head towards Hythe 
and then return on the flat promenade so there 
is sure to be a chance of a personal best for those 
experienced runners. The event will be supporting 
local and international charitable causes, and 
participants are encouraged to run for their chosen 
charity.  We have various age ranges registered 
including a number of 15 year olds who have been 
invited to take part from local schools to 
an octogenarian.

Get your skates on!
Well running 
shoes really!



There are 900 selfless Young Carers in the local 
area, each one providing constant assistance and 
care to ill and disabled family members.  

Leisure time and enjoying the company of friends 
is very rare.  The four local Rotary clubs (Channel, 
Folkestone, Hythe and Romney Marsh) work closely 
with Imago, the organisation engaged by KCC to 
provide support for young people with this special 
responsibility.  

Our latest venture was to treat 16 Young Carers to a 
Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Light Railway fun day out 
in April.  Together with Tina Culver, local Young Carer 
Coordinator, Assistants Victoria and Lucy and Rotarians 
from all four clubs, the youngsters caught the train at 
Hythe and enjoyed the sight of recently born lambs and 
alpacas during their journey to New Romney, where 
a splendid lunch was waiting for them.  Then, they 
visited the model railway museum, rejoined the train to 
Dymchurch and spent a couple of brilliant hours at the 

Rotary gives giant Easter 
treat to young carers

Amusement Park.  Many of them were enjoying 
the excitement of the various rides for the first time.  
It was a tired but very happy group of youngsters that 
arrived back at Hythe having made friends with their 
fellow Young Carers and looking forward to telling 
their waiting parents, siblings and guardians about 
their amazing day.

Tina Culver thanked Rotary for arranging the outing 
and was thrilled at the feedback from the Young 
Carers.  She provided the following quotes from 
three of them:

“It was such great fun and I met new people.”

“Such a great day.  I‘ve done something really new 
as I’ve never been on the little railway before.”

“When is the next trip?  It was great fun.”

For further information:  Brian Banks (Channel Rotary)
07929 331353; brian.banks@channelrotary.org.uk

Happy Young Carers at the Dymchurch Amusement Park 
with (L to R) Rotarians Collen Hill (Hythe), Brian Banks 
(Channel) and Rob Bryer (Folkestone).



On Saturday 23rd April two of Rotary Radio UK’s 
presenters took a break from broadcasting music 
by other people and took to the stage to make 
their own. 

Russ Hughes and Steve Wood, both members of 
Sittingbourne Invicta Rotary Club, played to a packed 
house of over 80 Rotarians, their families and friends 
with a programme of traditional folk music and 
contemporary pop. Russ is an experienced musician 
who has played on the same programme as a number 
of well-known names such as Status Quo and ran a folk 
club in Yorkshire. He demonstrated his experience on 

Rotary Radio 

Folk Night

Steve Wood (left) and Russ Hughes (right) on stage at Bredgar Village Hall, Sittingbourne.                       Photo by Rtn Barton Dolding

both 6-string and 12-string guitar. Steve’s experience 
has been gained mostly within the classical choral 
sphere and he played his guitar in public for the first 
time in nearly 15 years. 

Their combined talents made for a highly entertaining 
event, with the audience joining in many of the 
choruses. This was also an opportunity to utilise 
the radio station’s mobile sound system, which was 
ably managed on the night by studio manager John 
Robinson. The event raised over £1,000, which will be 
shared between Sittingbourne Invicta’s charity fund 
and the radio station’s equipment budget.



FFaannttaassttiicc  FFuunn  ffoorr  aallll  tthhee  FFaammiillyy  

‘Part of the Medway Maritime Food and Drink Festival &  
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations’  

SStt  MMaarryy’’ss  IIssllaanndd  CChhaatthhaamm  MMaarriittiimmee,,  MMEE44  33EERR  

Over £60,000 raised for Charity in 6 years!        
Contact Bill  07813 334683                            

With grateful thanks to  
Chatham Maritime Trust and  

the support of Dockside Outlet Centre  



 
District 1120 heat winners prize-giving.
 
Photos attached with Brian Homewood, district contact for the 
young artists painting  competition, and Pat Buckley, Youth 
Projects Chairman , both members of the Rotary Club of Margate.

Rotary young artist 
painting competition 2022

Theme “colours of nature“

Senior Winner,  Annabel Ray age 14.

Junior Winner,  Max Coker age 9.Intermediate Winner , Nicola Taralyte age 12.
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The deadline for articles in the June issue is Thursday 19th May as well as advertising.

This magazine is sent to every Rotarian in District 1120 - that’s more than 
1700 business, or retired business people.

We are also hoping that each club will share the link on their social media -
 and that individual members will too. This will ensure every month the 
great work Rotarians do reaches a massive audience, both locally 
and further afield.

We are looking for companies - big and small - and individuals if they wish
to advertise with you.

These are the prices:

£250 for a full page, £125 for a half page

£75 for a quarter page
We will offer discounts if bookings are for three months or more. Rotarians, 
have a think, you may know potential advertisers so please share this link.

Please email: petelindsey30@hotmail.com or call Peter on 07710 934 574.

DO YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE AND 
WOULD YOU LIKE SOME PRINTED COPIESE?
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The deadline for articles in the November issue is Friday 15th Oct as well as advertising.

SOVEREIGN Harbour Rotarians 

having fun at their Cockney Night 

The club meets weekly on Tuesday evenings in Eastbourne. DistrictMagazine
Rotary
Southeast and Gibraltar
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The deadline for articles in the November issue is Thursday 18th Nov as well as advertising.

Bexhill Rotary Club’s Annual Crazy Golf ChallengeThe International Committee of the club recently 

organised a Crazy Golf Competition at Hastings to 

raise funds for their projects in the coming year. After an enjoyable fish and chip supper the Bexhill 

Rotarians and their friends got down to the serious 

business of the evening. The winner, with most holes in one, was Corinne Gadsden but Brian Cope, who came second, is looking forward to a 
rematch next year. In previous years profits from this event have enabled 

the club to purchase Shelterboxes for use in climatic 

emergencies, assist in hygiene projects in Kenya and, 

more recently, to supply food relief for Thai people who 

have been unable to work due to Covid. 

LONDON MARATHONFolkestone Rotarian Ray Johnson completed his 

21st in a row and smashed the total £100,000.00 

raised for the Kent Association for the Blind.He said: “I am delighted to report following all the 

donations kindly received I have exceeded my aim of 

getting over the £100,000 raised over the years in aid 

of the Kent Association for the Blind (www.kab.org.uk) 

who provide essential training and support to people 

who are blind, deafblind, or partially sighted, mainly in 

the Kent area.

This race was my 21st consecutive London Marathon 

(21 in 2021) the weather was perfect, along with being 

back in London, with the crowds who were as always 

fantastic who spurred us all on that made it a most 

enjoyable occasion.

Equally exciting was not only getting over the finishing 

line in at 04:55:19 nonstop but to raise vital funds 

for the charity and sincere thanks go to all who have 

contributed whether individuals or companies.”
Further details can be found at www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/rayjohnson Here you will find further 

information and pictures.
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2021 POPPY 
APPEAL

We are looking to expand and develop what you are reading today 
in the coming months - and that includes increasing the revenue.

To purchase printed copies for yourself or your club the 
prices are as follows:
1 magazine £8.60 each + £2.50 p&p

5 magazines £7.98 each + £3.80 p&p

10 magazines £7.49 each + £6.50 p&p

20 magazines £6.75 each + £12.00 p&p

50 magazines £5.40 each + £15.00 p&p

100 magazines £4.50 each + £25.00 p&p
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Remember, the more you order the cheaper the magazines become!
Call our print department on 01323 430303 for more details.


