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Quite aptly, the Rotary Club of Canterbury – which 
usually meets at The St Lawrence Cricket Ground, 
home ground of Kent County Cricket Club – scored 
a Century on the 9th of February, marking 100 
years since its Charter Night and Inaugural Dinner 
back in 1922. 

Its first President was Wright Hunt, who was then 
Mayor of Canterbury, and it met at the County Hotel 
in the heart of the City. The Club’s “mother” Club was 
the Rotary Club of Margate, which marked its own 
Centenary in the midst of the pandemic in 2021. Its 
“grandmother” was the Rotary Club of London, the 
first to be chartered outside of North America and the 
club credited with giving Rotary the “distinction of 
becoming an Intercontinental organization”. 

A “Roaring 1920s”-themed 100th Birthday Party to 
be held on the evening of the 9th February has had 
to be postponed until mid-June because of Covid-19 
uncertainty. Nevertheless, several members of the Club, 
organised by Past President and Former Lord Mayor 
of Canterbury Harry Cragg, met for a coffee and a 
morning of memories at the venue of the Inaugural 
Dinner - the County Hotel (now ABode Canterbury). 
No doubt the Club will share an update of its other 
celebrations once they have taken place!

Don’t forget! 
Rotary Club of Canterbury’s Innovation Competition 2022
If you know any Secondary-school (or equivalent)-aged 
youngsters in Kent, Essex, East Sussex, West Sussex or 
Surrey, do encourage them to take part in the Rotary 

The Rotary Club of Canterbury 
scores a century!

Some of the Club’s Duck Race ducks enjoy the view from 
the Club’s usual meeting room at the St Lawrence Cricket 
Ground. 

Club of Canterbury’s Innovation Competition. There will 
be cash prizes for the winner and two runners up:
1st prize: £300
2nd prize £100
3rd prize £50
In addition, the winner of the Chowdhury Family Prize 
for Global Health will receive £50. 
The closing date is the 31st March 2022. 

For further details see below or visit the Future Events 
page of the Club’s website.
https://www.rotarycanterbury.org.uk/activities/
innovation-comp-intro.html

The ABode, Canterbury – formerly the County Hotel and 
venue of the Club’s inaugural meeting.



WHEN John Wilton was District Governor back in 
2008/9, he presented a number of well-deserved 
Paul Harris Fellowships

One was given to famous actress Joanna Lumley for 
her amazing work supporting the Gurkhas. She was 
unable to attend the packed conference in Eastbourne 
to receive the award. But 13 years later, she has finally 
received it - and she is over the moon.

John - now a member of Eastbourne AM Rotary Club 
- recalls: “It was a wonderful conference with around 
1300 people, one of the most popular ever. DELETE 
QUOTE MARKS “Bryn Perry NO NEED FOR A CAPITAL 
T The founder of Help the Heroes was nominated for 
a PHF and so too was Joanna. She did such great work 
helping the Gurkhas

“Recently, I  heard she was due to attend an event at 
The Ritz so I thought finally I should present, with the 
help of the Gurkha Trust, Joanna with her Paul Harris 
Fellowship, and she really was very happy to receive 
it. “Joanna did great work to get the Gurkhas settled 
in this country and she also fought valiantly for their 
pension rights. “She was fully deserved of a PHF, and 
her reaction goes to show how  valued the Paul Harris 
Fellowships are when awarded to very deserving 
non-Rotarians.”

Joanna has now been in touch with John. She said: 
“I am so stunned and thrilled to receive this 
tremendous honour, and I am far, far happier to get 
it now rather than 11 years ago as it brings back with 
a rush all those exciting and pretty challenging days 
struggling to get the Gurkhas’ cause over the line. 
“This beautiful little medal and the citation mean the 
world to me , thank you so much for a very unforeseen 
and undeserved recognition.“You are so kind to have 
taken the trouble to do this dear John.”

She helped Gurkhas who retired before 1997 win the 
right to settle in the UK. She said back in 2011: “Our 
campaign had moral right on our side, and the vast 
majority of the British public wanted the government 
to amend the law to allow Gurkhas to settle in the 
UK.” Ms Lumley’s supporters insist that her campaign 
successfully reversed decades of discrimination against 
older Gurkhas who fought for the British army yet were 
denied the right to retire in the UK.

Absolutely Fabulous!



Deadline for the March edition is February18 - email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

To advertise in the March issue of the magazine, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

Our club was involved in a range of activities in 
the run up to Christmas, here is a round up of 
recent highlights.

In May 2019 our club celebrated its 50th Anniversary 
and a group came over from our ‘contact club’ in 
Gelsenkirchen Buer in the Ruhr area of Germany 
to join our celebrations.  Sadly our members were 
unable to return the compliment with a reciprocal visit 
to Germany to  celebrate their 60th Anniversary in 
November but we were able to join them in spirit by 
having a German themed night at The Warren Golf 
Club where we hold our regular Thursday evening 
meetings.  

The tables were decorated with the flags of both 
nations and a thoroughly good time was had by all.  
Naturally we told our German friends all about it and 
they were overwhelmed and delighted that we had 
celebrated with them in this way.

Welcoming new friends
At the same meeting, we were at last able to welcome 
John Lawson and Attilla of the John Lawson Circus and 
present them with a certificate formally recognising 
the help they have given us and other Rotary Clubs as 
they travelled around the country.  Their willingness to 
allow Rotarians to take a collection in support of their 
local charities at each location they visited is very much 
appreciated and we are delighted to have them as 
‘Friends’ of Romney Marsh.

Rotary Club of 
Romney Marsh Catch Up

Rotary Young Chef Competition
Nine budding young chefs cooked up a storm in the 
area round of this year’s Rotary Young Chef competition 
held in the Catering Department of Folkestone College 
on 18th November and sponsored by Folkestone Hotel 
and Catering Association and the four Rotary Clubs of 
Folkestone, Hythe, Channel and Romney Marsh.  
Their work was judged by three local hotel chefs on the 
taste and presentation of their dishes as well as costs, 
planning, healthy choices and the range of skills used.  
The winner was 16-year-old Isabel Keutenius, who 
prepared a seafood and chicken paella. Runner-up was 
11-year-old Lucas Gilham, who served smoked salmon, 
new potatoes and green beans. They each received a 
cash prize, a cookery book and a certificate, presented 
by the president of the Rotary Club of Folkestone, Kate 
McNeice. 

Romney Marsh Sleigh Runs
All of our members love the sleigh runs and the 
interaction with the wonderful people in our area and 
we were really pleased to be back and can now report 
that the total amount collected was well over £5,000.

What else?
Our members were pleased to support the local 
Salvation Army Toy Appeal, provide a lovely ‘Big Ted’ to 
help with a local school raffle and once again hand out 
a festive puzzle sheet to children in our local schools.  
We are now looking forward to our Golf Day in April 
and, hopefully, a Quiz Night in May.  Check out our 
website www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk for details.

Celebrating (virtually) with our Contact Club 
in Germany.



Use your local and regional media
RIBI and District 1120 have continually stressed 
the importance of publicity of Club activities 
and events as a means of improving awareness 
and support in the community and as a way of 
attracting new members.

Folkestone Channel Rotary Club has a well-developed 
PR and Image operation through websites, press and 
social media channels in South East England and puts 
out, typically, around one release a week.  A recent 
example illustrates how helpful this can be.

Throughout this year Joe Sullivan of Channel Rotary has 
led the team from the two local Rotary Clubs (Channel 
and Folkestone) in resourcing and managing all 700 
volunteer marshals necessary to support the two 
local vaccination centres.  In this time, nearly 250,000 
vaccinations have been carried out.  Other Rotary Clubs 
in District 1120 have provided similar local services.  

Before Christmas, Folkestone was running at about 
1,000 vaccinations a day.  But after Christmas the 
numbers dropped alarmingly to around 100 a day.  
The reason wasn’t immediately clear but a growing 

belief that Omicron was less harmful was certainly a 
factor.  On January 4th, Channel Rotary was asked 
to use its media connections to get out an urgent 
message that vaccinations were still essential and walk-
in facilities were operating.  Within an hour 
BBC TV South East had been in touch and the following 
morning Reporter Simon Jones and cameraman 
Tony Bull were on site interviewing and filming.  The 
outcome was excellent coverage on BBC South East 
News.  A live to air session following the national news 
at 1.30pm and further pre-recorded items following the 
national news at 6.30pm and 10.30pm.  

This was followed by a live to air interview of Joe 
Sullivan by Anna Cookson on BBC Radio Kent’s 
‘The Wake Up Call’.

The call for help didn’t take long to do.  The real 
investment was in building a network of personal 
connections with media people throughout the region.  
Yes, it takes time, but the results are well worthwhile. 

For further information:  
Joe Sullivan 07740 284236  sullijoe@gmail.com 

Simon Jones of BBC TV South East Today interviews Joe Sullivan of Folkestone Channel Rotary Club at the central Covid 
vaccination centre in Folkestone



Chris Purcell, former chairman of Eastbourne 
Round Table, 41 Club and founding member of 
Rotary Club of Eastbourne AM, sadly died on 
Tuesday 4 January.

Chris was born in Banstead in 1955. He attended 
Epsom College and fondly remembers cross country 
running across the Seven Sisters in competition with 
Eastbourne College. He was delighted to be able to 
move to Eastbourne in 1985 when the NHS Trust he 
was working for moved headquarters to Bexhill. 

Chris was a member of Round Table and 41 Club for 
well over 20 years during which time he was chairman 
and secretary. He had a great sense of humour and 
was always there to support others and passionate in 
maintaining the club traditions. He was very involved 
in their charitable work including raising substantial 
amounts for many local charities.

Having retired from his long career in the NHS and the 
Department of Health, Chris went on to retrain as a 
psychotherapist to provide a local counselling service. 
He volunteered with CRUSE Bereavement Support 
and others in need in the community. He was also a 
supporter of Eastbourne Survivors.

As a member of the Rotary Club of Eastbourne AM, 
he had a particular passion for Youth service, chairing 
the club’s Youth committee. He was instrumental in 
overseeing the Interact club at Ratton School helping 
young people develop confidence and improve the lives 
of others. He assisted Interact in helping them arrange 
their fundraising events. Chris had a strong relationship 
supporting SASBAH (Sussex Association for Spina Bifida 
and Hydrocephalus) helping organise weekend breaks 
(‘Breakaway’) for their service users. He also arranged 
exchange visits for children and adults with Rotary club 
Pirmasens in Germany.

For over 20 years, Chris has worked alongside Melanie 
Adams and all Eastbourne Rotary clubs to organise 
the town’s annual Christmas Tree of Light and has also 
been very involved with the club’s annual Lighthouse 
Challenge and numerous other fundraising events.  
In recognition of his exceptional service, Chris received 
two Paul Harris Fellowship Awards, the highest 
accolade available to a Rotarian, one for his Youth work 
and the other for the Tree of Light.

Sad loss of well known charity leader 
in Rotary and Round Table

In his spare time, Chris enjoyed attending music 
festivals – escaping in his camper van. When he wasn’t 
away, he could be found out on his sailing dingy, down 
on the allotment or practising Yoga or just walking 
along the prom.

The life and soul of any party, Chris will be remembered 
as a man who impacted many lives. Wife Fran, son 
Adam and daughter Lisa and wider family and friends 
will sorely miss his love, laughter and counsel.



The Canterbury Forest of Blean Rotary Club 
organised its annual trips to the pantomime at 
The Marlowe Theatre Canterbury, which this year 
was Jack and The Beanstalk.

34 children from the Oysters Specialist Resourced 
Provision at Joy Lane School in Whitstable attended 
the special relaxed performance of pantomime Jack 
and The Beanstalk adapted for children and persons 
with disabilities. The children and accompanying staff 
were met off the coach at Canterbury Coach Park by 
club members, who escorted them to The Marlowe 
Theatre. During the interval club members delivered ice 
creams to their seats. After the performance members 
were again on hand to escort the children back to 
Canterbury Coach Park.  Subsequent to the event 
the club received splendid thank you cards made by 
the children. The trip arranged for children from St. 
Nicholas School to the same performance unfortunately 
could not go ahead at the last minute due to Covid 
problems.

The second pantomime visit to be held was for young 
carers supported Kent Young Carers. The backstage 
visit arranged to take place after the show to meet Ben 
Roddy and other members of the cast was not possible 
this year, but members of the cast were able to sign 
programmes for the young carers. After the show club 
members escorted the young carers to PizzaHut to 
enjoy a meal. 

Festive Fun at Jack 
and The Beanstalk 

The Young Carers’ Team Leader Elise Monks 
said “Everyone had such a wonderful time. 
Thank you for making it all possible”.
      
Rotary club organiser Alan Marriott said “Our club 
is very pleased to organise these annual visits to the 
pantomime and delighted that they were able to 
go ahead despite the current problems with Covid.  
We have been organising these trips for many 
years and they are one of the most worthwhile 
and important of the club’s community service 
activities”. 



In 2019 just under £20,000 was raised in the first 
ever Ashford Rotary Club Dragon Boat Challenge.  
After a 2 year wait, owing to Covid, we are back 
and raring to go again.  All we need is those brave 
individuals who are up for the challenge.

So, do you want to raise money for your favourite 
charity, your school, your club or your charitable 
organisation?  Do you want to find a way of supporting 
worthy causes close to your heart?

Ashford Rotary Club is offering you the opportunity to 
do just that whilst having a fun filled day out.  
On Saturday 28th May 2022 we are holding the 
Dragon Boat Race Event at Conningbrook Lakes, 
Ashford.

You are invited to form a team to race other teams and 
raise money through sponsorship in the process. There 

The Ashford Rotary Club 
Dragon Boat Challenge 

Saturday 28 May 2022
Conningbrook Lakes, Ashford

will be thrills and spills.  You will probably (well, more 
than likely) get wet.  It will be exciting and testing.  It 
will be team building.  It will be an entertaining day out 
for you, your family and friends. Are you adventurous 
and brave enough to face the challenge?

Get together with your family, friends and work 
colleagues to make up a team.  Share an experience 
like no other. Come on.  Beat the drum for those who 
deserve your support.

If racing isn’t for you, come along and watch the 
spectacle, enjoy the craft stalls and sideshows.  Entry is 
free for spectators.

For further details contact PP Peter Gammon, 
The Rotary Club of Ashford.
email:petergammon@btinternet.com



It’s Rock and Roll Time 
Jive with Strood Rotary

                          

 

Get out those dancing shoes and join us on February 
12th for a real Rock and Roll Night at Shorne Village 
Hall dancing through the Rock and Roll years with 
Danny Fisher. £12 per head and bring your own Booze 
and snacks. It’s not all jive, there are slow ones too, but 
all to the tunes that you remember and love!
Tickets from Tes Carlow on tescarlow66@gmail.com
 

Strood Quiz Night 
12th March Shorne Village Hall 

Teams of 6-8 are welcome to enter the annual Strood 
Quiz on 12th March at Shorne Village Hall. A trophy 
and cash prize for your club charity is waiting for the 
winner, so come along to exercise those grey cells. It’s 
just £8 per head and bring your own drinks and snacks. 
Hot drinks provided. Tickets from:
 quizmaster@stroodrotary.org.uk

The Rotary Club of Folkestone is pleased to lunch its 
regular Dragons Den 2022 programme for within the 
local Folkestone community.
 
What project could you undertake with up to £500 for 
your Local Community Group, School, Nursery, Uniformed 
Organisation or Charity? Ages and abilities don’t matter.  
All you need to do is make a good case to a Dragons’ Den 
Panel, outlining what difference the money would make 
to your organisation and what it does.
 
The first stage is a written application to The Rotary Club 
of Folkestone using the form below and emailing it to 
Rotarian Tom McNeice:  tom.mcneice@folkestonerotary.
org by Monday 7th February 2022. (Or in hard copy to 
2B Wear Bay Crescent. CT19 6AX). Short-listed groups will 
then be invited to make a five-minute presentation to a 
Dragons’ Den Panel (on Tuesday 15th February) and then 
take questions.
 
The panel of 5 Rotary Club members, each with a track 
record of community service and business expertise, will 
meet at The Burlington Hotel on Tuesday afternoon, 
15th February to judge the presentations. A grand total of 
£5,000 is up for grabs and the panel will make its decision 
on each presentation, by Friday 18th February 2022.
 

These details should be included to apply:
Name of Club, Group or Organisation
Name of contact person for this application
Contact details for this application
Brief outline of project, to be expanded at the presentation

Dragons Den 2022



On Friday 14th January 2022,  three members of 
Rotary Satellite of Orpington attended the Local 
Heat of the Young Chef competition at Darrick 
Wood School, Orpington. Thirteen budding young 
chefs participated in a well organised morning 
where each produced a 3 course menu and the 
Rotarians sampled 39 dishes where a winner had 
to be chosen!!

The Young Chefs had to cook a healthy meal, prove 
developed food presentation skills and consideration 
of hygiene issues, develop organisational & planning 
skills and develop an ability to cope in a demanding 
situation. All of these skills and abilities were in 
abundance!! The students were enthusiastic, engaged 
and determined to succeed. They were all members 
of the Schools ‘Lets Cook’ club and a varied group of 
sexes, ages & cultures. This was reflected in their work 
and achievements. The banter and teamwork was 
amazing throughout the Kitchen!!

Rotary were delighted to judge this event, which 
was extremely difficult to do with such high levels of 
professionalism in evidence. Finally, having distributed 
small prizes to all for excellent levels of organisation, 
flavour, creativity and costing a Winner was chosen. 

The most amazing Winter menu won the day - 
vegetable broth, individual beef & veg pie with sides 
and mixed fruit crumble - beautifully prepared and 
presented by 15 year old Freddie, who will go on to the 
next heat of the competition.

An amazing day was experienced by all - these young 
chefs were inspirational!!

Young Master Chef





Having asked for information about different or 
interesting stories for the new District Magazine I 
thought you may be interested to hear about the 
Nursing Memorial Appeal, I am the secretary to the 
Board.

 In 2010 I was asked by the board of The New Cavendish 
Club (trading as the Voluntary Aid Detachment Ladies 
Club) to start a charity to commemorate all the VAD 
nurses that were lost in the two great wars. The result of 
my research can be found on our website.  

www.nursingmemorialappeal.org.uk Although there 
are a number of memorials to nurses there was not 
one that commemorated professional and volunteer 
nurses together until we erected our memorial, which 
was dedicated at the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire on the 4th June 2018 by HRH the Countess 
of Wessex.

When the charity was started it was agreed that there 
should be two parts to the memorial a stone memorial 
where names were recorded and a living memorial, to 
help today’s nurses. Has there ever been a time in, our 
history when this is more relevant than now during 
this pandemic? 

The Nursing 
Memorial Appeal

Charity No 1150276

TIME TO THANK THEM is a collection of anecdotes, 
brief history, letters, poems, diaries and bulletins, 
presented in words and pictures by John Drewry, 
patron of the Nursing Memorial Appeal. It includes the 
extraordinary story of the Voluntary Aid detachment 
(VAD), largely naive shire girls and vicars’ daughters 
who’d never done a day’s work and couldn’t even boil 
an egg. 

A jolly jape to dress up and become a volunteer nurse 
turned into the surreal world of mud, blood, lice and 
mustard gas, The way we fundraise is by offering this 
very professional power point presentation, free of 
charge but with a bucket collection at the end. During 
the pandemic, many bookings have been cancelled. 
We are now in touch with a number of universities and 
are hopeful that we will be able to set up an awards 
scheme in the coming year We are happy to travel 
across the country to give the talk and would love to 
hear from any rotary club or organisation that would be 
interested in helping us to help our nurses.

Sonja Curtis
Medway Sunlight Rotary Club
sonjacurtis@virginmedia.com.



Fundraising efforts for the polio eradication 
campaign by the Hastings based Sovereign Light 
Rotary Satellite Club,  have been boosted thanks 
to a significant donation from Hastings employer 
Marshall-Tufflex.  

The cable management manufacturer is a long-time 
supporter of the polio eradication campaign, having 
donated many thousands of pounds to it for 13 years.
Rotarian Derek Lawrence, chairman of the Sovereign 
Light Rotary Club, which is a Satellite of Sovereign 
Harbour Rotary Club, has a long term working 
relationship with Marshall-Tufflex who have supported 
many Rotary causes over the years and together they 
have ensured that Marshall-Tufflex’s donations have 
achieved maximum impact.

Marshall-Tufflex’s donation to the Polio Eradication 
campaign through Rotary will be matched 2:1 by the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, effectively trebling 
the donation, demonstrating their belief in this long 
term programme. 

Working partnerships are the backbone of Rotary’s 
programmes, which have proved so successful, based 
on the trust that businesses and donors have with 
Rotary in respect of the transparency and accountability 
of their programmes. 

Remarkably, in the past calendar year, there were 
only five cases of the wild polio virus world wide. This 
compared with 350,000 in 1988 when Rotary launched 
this ambitious programme. This shows that the goal, 
and working within the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative, can be achieved. In 2020 Africa was declared 
Polio free by the WHO, the remaining endemic 
countries being Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

The eradication of Polio will stop this crippling killer 
from returning. The possibility of it returning to this 
country being clearly demonstrated by the current 
Covid19 Pandemic i.e. it is only a plane ride away. 
However, eradication will also save £ billions in 
vaccination costs world wide, including within our NHS.

Support for Polio eradication has demonstrated many 
side benefits over the years.  The campaign operates a 
huge vaccination network including sample testing and 
strain identification, this was previously used effectively 
in containing SARS and EBOLA. The whole programme 
machinery was thrown behind the current Covid19 
pandemic whilst maintaining Polio surveillance and 
vaccinations playing a world wide role in track and 
trace.

Hastings Employer Gives 
Another Boost in the Arm

Derek Lawrence said “I am proud of the close 
relationship I have with Marshall-Tufflex and I have
always ensured that the monies they donate does the 
maximum to support the agreed causes”.
Paul Mitchell, Managing Director of Marshall-Tufflex 
said  “We are delighted to be able to provide Rotary 
with funding for this important campaign to eradicate 
polio. Thanks to the hard work and generosity of our 
employees and shareholders we are proud to support a 
wide range of charities each year”. 
https://www.rotarygbi.org/donate/

DRFC Ray Dixon advising Sovereign Harbour club of all that 
Chairman Dereck Lawrence  had done for Rotary over the years.

Sovereign Harbour President Nick Law, centre, presenting a PHFs 
to Sovereign Light Satellite member Betty Ashkar-Sparkes  
and Chairman Dereck Lawwrence.



Yes I know it may come as a surprise to many but 
The Rotary Foundation is our charity but sadly few 
of us support it. Whereas, many of us are more than 
happy to give money to the RNLI, Cancer Research, 
Mary Curie and a host of other excellent charities 
we are reluctant to support our own. 

You will have hopefully seen that Charity Navigation 
again awarded our charity, The Rotary Foundation, a 5 
star rating for the 13th year running this is something we 
should all be very proud of in respect of its management 
and openness. This is coupled by the remarkable fact 
that our charity has minimal admin costs being largely 
covered by the three year investment model of Annual 
Fund contributions. Please give serious thought to 
making regular donations either though your own club 
or by becoming a Sustaining Member which only requires 
a donation of £100 per annum, less than a cup of coffee 
a week. 

As I approach the last few months in my three year term 
of office as your District Foundation Chair I would like to 
reflect on the challenges, as above, and successes I have 
seen.The successes are easy, made so by the dedicated 
committee that I have. Without ignoring anyone I would 
specifically like to pay tribute to Grants Chair Ralph 
Stanger and Foundation Treasurer Beverley Aitken who 
are the cornerstones of what is achieved in our District 
through Foundation

Simple District Grants have proved consistently popular 
where we match fund a project, up to £1000 following 
the Foundations objectives of “Doing Good in the 
World”. We have fully utilised the 50% of our District 
Designated Fund allocated for this purpose. Similarly 
Global Grants have effectively used the remaining 50% 
attracting further monies from the World Fund. These are 
very exciting projects and a couple of highlights were a 
Kidney Profusion Machine for Guys Hospital, which keeps 
organs alive longer, led very much by the RC of Bexley. 
This aligned with a change in Government policy which 
made more organs available for transplant. Another 
was an Anaesthesia Machine and Oxygen generator 
for a hospital in Ethiopia led by the RC of Herne Bay. 
The Oxygen generation became a vital aspect in the 
treatment of Covid patients. These two projects clearly 
demonstrate that Global Grants can be used for project 
both home and abroad. We also benefit form the regular 
intake of Global Scholars who many of you will have met 
at Conference

We were also fortunate to secure a £20,000 Disaster 
Response when the UK along with majority of the rest 
of the world were recognised a “Disaster Areas” due to 
the Pandemic. This Grant provided 18 Syringe Drivers 
to our NHS. These devices which automatically dispense 
medications and fluid to patients also have the benefit of 
freeing off nursing staff when demand was at its highest.

Its Your Rotary Charity

With only 5 cases worldwide we are closer than ever 
in our fight to End Polio Now. The Gates Foundation 
continues to support us in this endeavour matching our 
donations 2:1 effectively tripling our donations. 
We cannot let this fail at this stage, 
we have seen all to clearly though 
this pandemic how quickly infectious 
diseases can spread and they truly 
are only a plane ride away. Please 
keep up the advocacy and your 
donations.

You should also be aware 
of the scrutiny we place 
on our District Foundation 
committee to ensuring good 
management of our funds. 
We have an in-house oversight 
committee monitoring specifically 
the financial management 
of funds. You will also have 
recently received a District 
Independent Assessment 
of the committee by 
PDG Tony Hodges.

It truly is Your 
Rotary Foundation 
be proud of it and 
support it – 
Ray Dixon DRFC

Safe anaesthesia and 
oxygen generating 
Machine which was 
the focus of a Global 
Grant by Herne Bay 
club for Swala Hospital 
in Ethiopia.

One of eighteen Syringe Drivers, the focus of a £20,000 
Disaster Recovery Grant, with a member of the Electronic and 
Medical Engineering Dept at Eastbourne DGH





There is no single easy solution to climate change 
but planting millions of trees is a key part of 
it. The Treekly Challenge is to maintain a daily 
walking habit of 5,000 steps. Hit the target, and in 
return mangrove trees are planted on your behalf 
in Madagascar.

RI President Shekhar Mehta has highlighted the 
importance of mangrove trees and at COP26 declared 
that mangrove restoration will become one of the key 
threads of Rotary’s environmental focus.

Our daily walks can help our physical and mental 
health, combat climate change, and help create 
livelihoods for people living in extreme poverty, 
educating and empowering them to restore and 
protect forests on a massive scale. 

Restoring our forests helps offset carbon emissions - 
20 trees per month captures 1,000kg of CO2 and is 
climate positive.

Rotary GB&I has partnered with Treekly to develop a 
Rotary challenge league where individual members 
can compete in their clubs, clubs can compete in their 
Districts and Districts can compete against Districts! 

The RGB&I District Governor continuity group have set 
an annual target of planting 5 million trees in a year 
– for example, this would offset 500,000 flights from 
London to New York!

Join the Rotary - Treekly Challenge
How do you get involved?

Firstly, download the Treekly App 

from the App Store (Apple) or 
Google Play (Android). Once you 
have an account you can then join 
your Rotary group by using the 
5-digit RI number for your club. 
You will then be able to see your 
individual performance of steps, 
trees planted and your forest 
grow. You will also see how 
you, your club and District are 
performing!

Full details can be found at https://www.
treekly.org/rotary-gbi with a useful “How to” guide and 
helpful information. We look forward to having you 
join us in the challenge!



Tonbridge Rotarian, Chris Parker, who is also 
Chair of the Tonbridge & Malling dementia 
friendly community, raised almost £13,000 to 
fund a Sensory Walk in the town’s Racecourse 
Sportsground.  The Rotary Club of Tonbridge was 
one of the first to contribute to the project along 
with other local organisations and residents.
 
The walk consists of a series of information boards set 
at regular intervals around a laid out and identifiable 
pathway.  Each board has information about different 
aspects of life in the town, or nearby flora and 
interesting facts relating to nature.  Most of the boards 
have an interactive post beside them.  These posts are 
powered by solar energy and emit a sound.  The final 
board gives information about the town during World 
War 2 with some of the content having been written by 
another Tonbridge Rotarian and World War 2 historian, 
Eddie Prescott.  

The interactive post at this final board has a recording 
of local musician, Tom Carradine, singing ‘keep right 
on to the end of the road’.  Two of the boards have 
been carved in wood with raised patterns to stimulate 
touch.  In the middle of the walk is a raised planter, 
provided by Tonbridge Rotary, which will be planted 
with fragrant plants to stimulate smell and memory.
 

New Sensory Walk In Tonbridge
Due to Covid the project has taken much longer 
than anticipated, but, as Chris says, “it’s been worth 
waiting for and will be an enormous benefit for those 
in our community who live with any kind of cognisant, 
memory or sensory deprivation.  I have already heard 
from two care homes who plan to take residents there 
when the weather improves.  I am very excited by 
this project and hope it will become a favourite place 
especially for those who are living with dementia”.
 
The installation work has been carried out by Tonbridge 
and Malling Borough Council’s Parks Department 
who will also continue to maintain the pathway and 
installations.

 Photos by Christine Parker



The 10th January is ‘WORLD INNER WHEEL DAY’ …this year it fell on our monthly club day so it was decided 
Eastbourne Sovereign would celebrate the day twice. Why not?

Our first celebration was held at Chalk Farm, Willingdon… where members, husbands and partners enjoyed a very 
tasty lunch. Lots of chatting, catching up, and sharing of news was enjoyed by all. After lunch we were treated to an 
interesting, informative and at times humorous talk by a retired teacher who taught in Lewes Prison.. 

Second event was slightly different. Held at our International Member Judith and husband’s house. It was a very 
productive day with the cutting of stamps, knitting of hats and making of pom-poms… not to mention discussing of 
the latest news, putting to rights the world and all agreeing if only we ran the country??  

Coffee and Biscuits were served upon arrival, lunch was an absolute treat… homemade soup with crusty bread, 
followed by traditional homemade bread and butter pudding and homemade rice pudding… all made and served with 
perfection by our hosts. Coffee and cake came next…

Both events were highly successful, most enjoyable with lots of hilarity. We would love some new members, ladies, 
our club is for all ages, please come along and join us on one of our coffee mornings, see what fun we have, see how 
satisfying it is to share friendship, and to help with organising charity events… both for local and worldwide causes… 
For more information please call June (club correspondent) on Eastbourne 470474… 

Eastbourne Sovereign Inner Wheel D12



For those who went down to the woods on 
Saturday 22nd January, they certainly got a 
surprise! For Rotarians from Medway Sunlight and 
Chatham Rotary Clubs were there planting more 
trees for the teddy bears to have a picnic.

The owners of a wood in Cooling have been puzzled as 
to how a teddy bear left in the wood keeps appearing 
in different places and can only put it down to foxes 
which are often seen in the wood having a bit of fun.

The Rotarians though had a much more serious reason 
to be planting 220 trees to increase the size of the 
wood. Using trees donated by the Woodland Trust and 
supplemented with more courtesy of an Environmental 
Grant from Rotary District 1120, they were contributing 
to the fight against climate change for the benefit of 
generations to come.

Bill Parkinson from Medway Sunlight Rotary Club said 
“Rotary has always had regard to the effect on the 
environment of its activities when helping communities 
make a difference both in the UK and worldwide but 
has recently adopted a focussed approach to help 
combat climate change. We hope that in our action 
today and in the many other projects Rotary has 
planned we can help in protecting the future of 
our planet.”

Mark Bucknall, President of Chatham Rotary Club, 
added “we are pleased to have facilitated today’s 
collaborative tree planting in recognition of the 
actions that we can take to protect the environment 
and hope that it inspires others to take whatever 
action they can.”

The planting has also been recorded as part of the 
Queens Green Canopy tree planting initiative which is 
seeing trees planted throughout the UK in recognition 
of the Queens Platinum Jubilee in 2022.

Needless to say the planting was very thirsty work!

A Tree-mendous effort!



Graham McNeilly is a member of Tunbridge Wells 
club and is running in this year’s Tunbridge Wells 
Half Marathon on Sunday, 20th February.

He is hoping Rotarians would like to support him.

Here is Graham:  “I am hoping to raise money for 
two local good causes and asking for sponsorship.
 
As you may be aware, my club is celebrating its 
centenary this Rotary year.  Our chosen project is to 
install adult gym equipment in Dunorlan Park at a 
cost of up to £20,000.  Half the money I raise will 
go towards this.

I started jogging again during the first lockdown.  
Despite an enforced break after a bad fall, it has 
somehow got a bit out of hand so that I have entered 
this year’s TW Half Marathon!  

I am also raising money for a local NHS charity 
( https://www.mtwcharity.org.uk/ ) to acknowledge 
what the NHS has done to put me back together 
again after the fall.

I have set up a JustGiving page, which allows donors to 
take advantage of Gift Aid.  

If any District 1220 Rotarians would be kind enough to 
support me by means of a donation, the link is below.  

Tunbridge Wells Half Marathon

You will see that the money goes to Tunbridge Wells 
Rotary Club Trust account but this will eventually be 
split it 50-50 between the two beneficiaries.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Graham-
McNeilly

All donations would be gratefully received.”

Graham McNeilly
01892 546156, 0789 654 2272

London Marathon 1981 after finish
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The deadline for articles in the March issue is Thursday 18th February as well as advertising.

This magazine is sent to every Rotarian in District 1120 - 
that’s more than 1700 business, or retired business people.

We are also hoping that each club will share the link on 
their social media - and that individual members will too. 
This will ensure every month the great work Rotarians do 
reaches a massive audience, both locally and further afield.

We are looking for companies - big and small - and 
individuals if they wish - to advertise with you.

These are the prices:

£250 for a full page

£125 for a half page

£75 for a quarter page
 

We will offer discounts if bookings are for three 
months or more.

Rotarians, have a think, you may know potential 
advertisers so please share this link.

Please email:
petelindsey30@hotmail.com 
or call Peter on 07710 934 574.
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Bexhill Rotary Club’s Annual Crazy Golf ChallengeThe International Committee of the club recently 

organised a Crazy Golf Competition at Hastings to 

raise funds for their projects in the coming year. After an enjoyable fish and chip supper the Bexhill 

Rotarians and their friends got down to the serious 

business of the evening. The winner, with most holes in one, was Corinne Gadsden but Brian Cope, who came second, is looking forward to a 
rematch next year. In previous years profits from this event have enabled 

the club to purchase Shelterboxes for use in climatic 

emergencies, assist in hygiene projects in Kenya and, 

more recently, to supply food relief for Thai people who 

have been unable to work due to Covid. 

LONDON MARATHONFolkestone Rotarian Ray Johnson completed his 

21st in a row and smashed the total £100,000.00 

raised for the Kent Association for the Blind.He said: “I am delighted to report following all the 

donations kindly received I have exceeded my aim of 

getting over the £100,000 raised over the years in aid 

of the Kent Association for the Blind (www.kab.org.uk) 

who provide essential training and support to people 

who are blind, deafblind, or partially sighted, mainly in 

the Kent area.

This race was my 21st consecutive London Marathon 

(21 in 2021) the weather was perfect, along with being 

back in London, with the crowds who were as always 

fantastic who spurred us all on that made it a most 

enjoyable occasion.

Equally exciting was not only getting over the finishing 

line in at 04:55:19 nonstop but to raise vital funds 

for the charity and sincere thanks go to all who have 

contributed whether individuals or companies.”
Further details can be found at www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/rayjohnson Here you will find further 

information and pictures.
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We are looking to expand and develop what you are reading today in 
the coming months - and that includes increasing the revenue.


