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This is the first 
monthly issue of 
District 1120
magazine which I 
hope will be 
circulated in digital 

format on or soon after the first Monday 
of every month.

I say hopefully as the decision to continue will 
be proposed at District Council Meeting on 
23rd September.

The future of the magazine is in your hands. 
Without articles to publish there will be no 
issue. It is not for me or Peter Lindsey, the 
editor, to write articles just to fill space.
My thanks go to Peter for all his work putting 
this issue together (petelindsey30@hotmail.com)

So, let us all get involved, get motivated, be 
creative and make OUR magazine a good read 
and worth circulating to a wider audience via 
Facebook and other platforms.

The new Rotary Year, because of continued 
restrictions, got off to a somewhat uncertain 
start. Goal posts moved, guidelines re-written 
or extended, confidence in face-to-face 
meetings when allowed. Through all this, 
Rotary has not stopped, in many ways it has 
gone from strength to strength, volunteering 
at vaccination centres, Foodbank etc. to name 
just two from an extensive list. Working with 
and in our local communities is by far our 
best way of showing what Rotary is all about, 
“Making A Difference”.

The use of Zoom has allowed clubs to 
continuing meeting on a regular basis, and 
many clubs have experienced an increase in 
attendance, visiting speakers from far away 
fields.

Some clubs have inducted new members, 
which under the circumstances, is a 
great achievement.

From DG Chris Brenchley
christopher.brenchley@sky.com 07840 158103

Now is the time to look to the future, more 
flexible, more diverse, Rotaract, Interact, 
Satellite, the opportunity for new members 
and clubs is limited only to our vision, the 
future of Rotary is in all our hands.

Your Committee Leads, DGE David Lister and 
the web-team, are there to assist and advise, 
just ask, they are your TEAM. TOGETHER 
EVERYBODY ACHIEVES MORE.

That’s enough from me until next time. 
Your feedback and comments on this first 
issue would be most welcome.

Enjoy the read and please get involved by 
submitting articles with photos for future 
issues, the success of the magazine is in your 
hands. No articles, no issue.

From the Editor...
A warm welcome to our new magazine

I AM delighted to have been asked to start 
up a fresh new magazine for the district.
Assuming we receive Council approval later 
this month, it will appear monthly in digital 
format only. There will be the opportunity to 
order printed copies, but there will be a cost 
to this.

The first edition is just a taster of what we 
can do. I am a former newspaper Editor and 
now edit a monthly magazine/website as well 
as director of Ignite PRE with Bev Thompson, 
who many of you will remember as a former 
BBC South East Today newsreader.

Looking forward, we will hope to expand 
the number of pages and also carry paid for 
advertisements. Rotary needs to shout more 
about what it does and what it achieves!

Peter Lindsey
(Eastbourne AM Rotarian)



The Rotary Club of Tonbridge honoured 
longstanding member David Davis with 
the presentation by President Barry Ednie 
of a certificate for 50 years of dedicated 
service to the club.  

David, a Past President, has been a part of and 
witnessed five decades of Rotary fellowship 
and community service.

Around the clubs

ABOVE
St. Leonards Rotary Club Treasurer, Doug 
Deeks has received The Paul Harris Fellowship.
The presentation was made by President 
Therese Mahindrakar at the annual Presidents 
Dinner.
Pictured with Doug Deeks and Therese 
Mahindrakar are other previous recipients of 
the award.

John Adams, a Past President and 
Paul Harris Fellow, celebrated his 90th 
birthday at Tonbridge’s celebratory lunch.

John received a 90th commemorative balloon, 
a card signed by his fellow members and a 
certificate to mark the milestone occasion and 
his 48 years of dedicated Rotary service.

A NEW honorary member of the Rotary Club 
of Minster is Paralympian Steve Brown. And it 
was none other than @stevebrowngb 

He was paralysed in 2005 after he broke his neck 
in an accident.

He was introduced to wheelchair rugby and in 
2012 he captained Great Britain at the London 
Paralympic Games. Minster Rotarians supported 
him and provided money to buy his wheelchair for 
the rugby after his accident.

Steve said: “It’s my moment to give up some time 
give up some energy to those who need it, and 
I can’t think of anywhere or anyone else that I 
would like to support more than Rotary.”

NEW honorary member



IPDG Brian Dunne and DG Chris 
Brenchley are delighted to bring to you 
the 2020/2021 conference, celebrating 
not one, but two Rotary years and the 
opportunity to celebrate the return of 
face-to-face Rotary.

Conference will be held in the newly 
refurbished Eastbourne Winter Gardens 
adjacent to the Congress Theatre. 

A full programme has been prepared to 
enthuse, educate and entertain including 
speakers such as Jonathan Cavendish, the 
director of the famous film ‘Breath’, all about 
his father’s battle with Polio, and the most 
successful Bridget Jones Diary. Adam Kay, a 
Doctor and author of ‘This is going to hurt’. 
Jonathan Aitken, MP turned convict turned 
Chaplain, Debbie Hodge Past Rotary GBI 
President and Mercy Ships Project Champion, 
Nick Corke Rotary Community Champion 
and more….

Entertainment will include Rainer Hersch and 
his Orkestra on Friday evening and at the Gala 
Dinner, Nick Bosworth will once again keep 
you on the dance floor until midnight.  
Sunday 24th is World Polio Day, and we shall 
not fail to celebrate it and Rotary’s major 
contributions. Workshops on Foundation, 
membership and community projects will run 
on Friday and Saturday afternoon to present 

and discuss the latest 
in-service delivery and 
community support 

and to finish the 
weekend, a 

conference 

District 1120 Conference 
at Eastbourne

22-24th October 2021
Register Now ON the District Website

lunch is on offer at a local restaurant.

Eastbourne is ready to welcome us back after 
a number of years away. Many hotels have 
taken advantage of the enforced break to 
refurbish and ready themselves for the return 
to the new normal and the Floral Hall of the 
Winter Gardens is looking magnificent with 
new kitchens, bars, a complete new stage and 
audio/visual equipment and a wonderful 
new floor.

Clubs are encouraged to book hotels soon 
and to register from the district website. 
The show case will be available throughout 
conference with stands placed around the hall 
and clubs are encouraged to bring pop-up 
banners to display in the hall to promote your 
own activities.

So, join DG Chris and IPDG Brian to celebrate 
the considerable Rotary success of the past 
two years and to be refreshed to make 
2021/2022 the year that Rotary bounced 
back into full-service delivery mode within 
our communities and throughout the world 
through the Rotary Foundation.   
See you in Eastbourne.

Denis Spiller
Conference Chairman



The Rotary Clubs of Romney Marsh, 
Hythe, Folkestone and Folkestone 
Channel joined forces to host a day of fun 
and games at the XIXth Hole Clubhouse 
at Littlestone Golf Club. 

The sun shone and the day remained dry as 
about 60 Young Carers and their families from 
all over the district gathered to enjoy a variety 
of games and a Hog Roast.

The event had become a regular fixture in the 
calendar of all four clubs before the Covid 
pandemic put a stop on large gatherings last year.

The children enjoyed playing mini football, 
target boules, bowling and skittles and one 
young lady enjoyed the quoits game so much, 
she kept coming back and eventually amassed 
a total score of well over 6,000 points in the 
course of the afternoon. 

There was also a putting competition with 
prizes for the lowest scores returned by a girl 
and a boy plus a special reward for a ‘hole in 
one’ by a youngster who thus made himself 
the envy of many of the adult golfers present. 
Unfortunately, he was considered too young 
to be made to buy a round of drinks for all 
present, the usual ‘reward’ for such a feat.
Numbers were a little down on the last time 
the event was held in 2019 but the feedback 

60 Young Carers enjoy 
day of fun and games...

from all who came along was very positive 
and reflected the hard work put in by the 
four clubs, the staff at the XIXth clubhouse, 
the LGC which again allowed the use of their 
grounds and car park and Kent Young Carers 
Organisation who coordinated the invitations 
and liaised with the families that attended

Channel Rotary’s very successful Charity 
Cycle Challenge on Romney Marsh in July 
has donated £3,200 to help South Kent 
MIND to develop its support for local 
people facing mental challenges.  

The cheque was presented by President Gary 
Calver to South Kent MIND CEO Simon Dolby 
at SK Mind’s premises in Mill Bay, Folkestone.
See page 21

Pictured: Gary Calver. President of Folkestone Channel Rotary 
(left) presents the £3,200 cheque to Simon Dolby of South 
Kent MIND



It took place this summer and was a great 
success with more than 400 runners. It’s over 
some fairly arduous rocky and slippery areas 
of the beach, and there are only very few days 
when this can be done, as it has to be on a 
spring tide and a weekend.

The red and white stripes of Beachy Head 
lighthouse is one of the iconic images of 
Eastbourne, so the Club was dismayed to hear 
about 12 years ago, that the owners of the 
lighthouse (Trinity House) had decided that 
due to GPS and modern navigation aids, the 
lighthouse could be downgraded and would 
no longer need to be repainted and that it 
could revert to stone. 

The paintwork was starting to look tatty, so 
Eastbourne AM decided to help raise the 
£30,000 necessary for a repaint which was 
duly completed with the aid of funds raised 
from the walk, and the continuing annual 
event ensures that the Club can assist again 
when the next re-paint is due.  

There was only one gap when the event could 
not be run, which was of course due to Covid, 
but next year will be the tenth year since it 
was started, and in a couple of months details 
will be up on the Eventbrite to market the 
2022 Challenge. If nearby Rotarians have not 
yet joined the challenge, sign on for next year 
– it’s a great day and one of these ‘must do’ 
events.

annual Lighthouse 

Challenge
One of Eastbourne AM’s flagship events 
is one which involves organising up to 
2,000 participants to walk to Beachy Head 
Lighthouse.



ROTARY SERVICE 
IN ACTION
Members of the Rotary Club of Dover 
have devoted much time this year as 
volunteers in centres locally to make the 
vaccination system function smoothly. 

Additionally, members adopted and planted 
a flower bed at Granville Gardens on the 
seafront of Dover.

Members responded to a request to tidy up 
a short town centre footpath of unknown 
ownership linking a residential street with the 
main through route of the town which has 
in the past proved to be a useful cut-through 
by residents wishing to access shops without 
walking up the main road. The footpath was 
grossly overgrown and strewn with litter. 

A local resident claimed that complaints had 
been made over six years to the local authority 
without response but within days of being 

asked if Rotary members could do something 
a small group of volunteers transformed the 
experience of members of the public using 
the route to the main shopping street. 

During the process of clearing two bags 
of litter and sundry dropped items were 
collected as was a vehicle wheel and, 
disturbingly, four used syringes and a very 
considerable pile of green waste was cleared 
from the site and was subsequently collected 
by the local authority. 

The exercise has been greeted with positive 
responses posted on social media

An Old Dog with 
New Tricks
The Rotary Club of Canterbury, one of 
the oldest clubs in the district, showed 
that an old dog can be taught new 
tricks when it ran its popular innovation 
competition on-line this year. 

It was the eighth year of the competition 
and, after a one-year hiatus when an 
interim competition was held because of 
the pandemic, the organisers were keen to 
revisit the original format in which youngsters 
present their innovative ideas themselves to a 
panel of judges. They decided to make best 
use of technology and hold the event using 
Microsoft Teams Live Events, teaming up with 
Canterbury Christ Church University to deliver 
the competition and oversee safeguarding.

The Innovation Competition encourages 
youngsters from local schools to think out of 
the box to solve a problem and so engage with 
STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics); this year the competition 
was open to secondary school-aged children 
from Kent, Sussex, Essex and Surrey. 

Each of the 10 finalists (selected from 108 
entries in all) was invited to give a live 
presentation from their school or home to 
the on-line judging panel and the on-line 
audience of Rotarians and their invitees, 
parents, students and teachers, most also 
in their own home or office. 

The Club also ran a “Dear Future Self” 
competition in which youngsters were 
challenged to write a message to their future 
selves about a structure or issue of their choice. 

Innovation Competitions Prize winners



Voices from across 
the Continents

During the pandemic the Rotary Club 
of Canterbury had excellent speakers 
from Asia, Africa, Australia and Europe – 
almost every continent from around the 
world – highlighting the beauty of on-line 
meetings and emphasising Rotary’s global 
outlook. It’s a benefit the members do 
not want to lose.

Once the pandemic was declared the 
Canterbury club was quick to switch to on-
line meetings and take advantage of the 
opportunity this offered to reach out to others 
across the world. 

For example, recently members and guests 
(many also from overseas) heard from the 
Honorable Justice TH Jillani on Democracy 
& Judicial Independence.

Last year, the club had heard from another 
prestigious Asian lawyer, S. Rizwana Hasan, on 
the topical subject of Environmental Justice. 
Rizwana is a Goldman Prize winner and Ted-
Ex Talk giver who is more often seen on TV 
in her native Bangladesh than in local Rotary 
Clubs. Her talk, touching on the potentially 
devastating effects of climate change on her 
county was topical and apt too, now that 

Rotary has included the environment as a 
seventh area of focus.

From Asia to Africa, in March club members 
were joined by Dinesh Gajeelee (District 
Governor of District 9920 covering Mauritius, 
Seychelles and Djibouti) and Yuscha Luchman 
(Past President of the Rotary Club of Gran 
Baie) plus other guests from Mauritius. 

The continent of Australia was represented by 
ICU doctor Simon Hellings. Simon had flown 
to the UK to help treat Covid-19 patients at 
Manchester Royal Infirmary in the UK and 
gave a tale of two cities when he contrasted 
the Covid-19 situation in Perth (in Australia) 
and Manchester. At the time of his talk Simon 
was stuck in a hotel on day 7 of two weeks 
of quarantine, having just returned to the 
Australia from the UK.

Finally, Europe was represented by a multi-
country on-line meeting between the 
Canterbury club and its four European 
partners in France, Holland, Germany and 
Belgium – collectively called Pentangular. 

Dr Hellings in Covid PPE

Justice Jillani in judicial robes

Members European clubs attend Pentangular



MEET the new District 1120 
membership team. 

The initial three areas of focus are

Networking and Marketing
responsible for this are Christine Atkinson and 
Colin Norgate. Darren Weale, a non-Rotarian, 

is also included. 

Recruiting young members
Lee Marriott, Rachel Groves and Keith O’Neill. 
All three are long established Rotarians and 

are all in their mid 30’s. 

Satellite and e-clubs
Andy Brown, Dan Friend, Natalka Sokolowski 

and Denise Meade-Hill. 

It would be great if going forward, clubs are 
able to share best practice and how they have 

recruited - and indeed - retained members.
Email rfsrotary@gmail.com

Dan Friend. Satellite and e-clubs
Sandwich

Keith O’Neill. Younger Members
Recruitment   Minster on Sea

Lee Marriot. Younger Members
Recruitment   Minster on Sea

Ray(mond) Seager. 
Chair, Minster on Sea

Natalka Sokolowski.
Satellite and e-clubs

Maidstone Dawn Patrol

Colin Norwood. 
Networking & Marketing

Maidstone Riverside

Rachel Groves. Younger Members
Strood

Christine Atkinson. 
Networking and Marketing   

Bromley

Andy Brown. 
Satellite and e-clubs, Minster on Sea



Rotary Reaching 
out Locally
Orpington Rotary Club recently became 
aware of assistance needed in St Mary Cray.

Emma Gorin is the newly appointed 
Lieutenant of the Salvation Army Citadel in 
St Mary Cray, an area on the outskirts of the 
London Borough of Bromley, with pockets 
of deprivation.

The Citadel had become very run down and 
was seeking assistance. 

Orpington Rotary understood that Emma was 
setting up an independent Food Bank for 
the local area and needed shelving to display 

the food, which was/is being donated from 
various sources. 

The Club was able to purchase suitable 
shelving which was installed and is now 
up and, successfully, running for the local 
community.

The Food Bank project completed, the Club 
contacted Emma with the ‘Books for You’ 
project. The need was for bookcases to 
display books. 

Two bookcases were purchased by the Club 
and are now installed. The aim is to provide 
suitable books for babies, children and young 
people living in the area, some of whom 
may have few or no books at home and to 
encourage a love of reading and literacy. 

Local Heroes in 
Canterbury!
In the past year members of the Rotary 
Club of Canterbury Sunrise have gifted 
Teachers’ Resources to two local primary 
schools. 

The teacher resources are all about the 
environment of the ocean and help teachers 
to educate pupils about Planet Earth and the 
importance of keeping the oceans healthy.    

The Rotary Club of Canterbury Sunrise 
has also arranged for an expert in science 
education (‘The Weird Fish Lady’) to run 
workshop visits to two other local 
primary schools.

The ‘Weird Fish Lady’ workshops included a 
whole school visit during Oceans week, and 
another visit to work with Year 6 groups. The 
‘Weird Fish Lady’ revisited the last school at 

the end of term to sign sixty books which 
were gifted to Year 6 leavers. Members of 
the Rotary Club of Canterbury Sunrise are 
now conducting a feasibility study to provide 
materials for an Outdoor Learning Area in the 
grounds of a Canterbury primary school. 

This is a fantastic record of both 
environmental and educational support for 
these local Canterbury Schools. 

A big THANK YOU to all those Rotarians in 
the Rotary Club of Canterbury Sunrise who 
have given so much time and energy to 
working with schools this year.

Want to know more?   Contact the Rotary 
Club of Canterbury Sunrise at: 

info@rotarycanterburysunrise.org or call 
Chris on 07950 665147

President: Jarle Tatt



Rotary 
means 
Business
 
The Rotary Club of Tonbridge faces 
the post pandemic era with renewed 
confidence following the successful 
rollout of their Business Partners Scheme.  

The motive behind this work has been 
to enable members of the local business 
community to help Tonbridge Rotary meet 
the many needs that exist locally and to give 
Partners’ businesses greater visibility 
to townspeople.
 
Participating businesses have been quick to 
realise the value of this alliance which aims 
to raise their profile in the community, while 
working with local Rotarians to benefit their 
familiar programme of good works.  

So far 20 local companies have joined the 
Scheme, varying greatly both in terms of size 
and activity.
 
As an example of Rotary fundraising activities, 
in July Rotarian Eddie Prescott and his 
granddaughter Sophie undertook a 12,000 
ft tandem skydive at Headcorn Aerodrome in 
support of the Kent Surrey and Sussex Air

Ambulance, a Rotary Corporate Partner, 
and Macmillan Nurses. So far their efforts 
have raised £5,000.  

To support them and add to this fantastic 
amount go to www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/sophie-bolton4.

David Wells, Chair of the Business Partners’ 
Scheme Committee said: “‘Eddie and Sophie’s 
brave leap into the unknown has attracted 
tremendous support in raising £5,000 for 
these deserving charities and embodies the 
Rotary ethos of serving the community - and 
having fun!”

Should you wish to learn more about how you 
can support Tonbridge Rotary Club through 
this scheme contact Rotarian David Wells 
through the email address below.

The Rotary Club of Tonbridge has resumed 
in-person meetings at the Best Western Rose 
and Crown Hotel in Tonbridge.  Join us!  

Make a difference to those in need and have 
fun while supporting your community.  
Email tonbridgerotary@gmail.com 
or telephone 01732 851663.

Rotarian Eddie Prescott on his descent to terra firma 
with one of the tandem instructors



Channel Rotary’s new President is Dr Gary 
Calver who joined the Club seven years 
ago and succeeded Dr Malcolm Stewart.

He was welcomed at the Club’s traditional 
Handover Night attended by over 70 people 
on Zoom.  Dr Calver has lived in the area for 
nearly 35 years, mostly in Folkestone and 
more recently in Hythe and worked as a GP 
in Folkestone for 31 years before retiring as 
Senior Partner at Sandgate Road Surgery. He 
also had a career in medical politics sitting on 
the British Medical Association GP Committee 
and the Kent Local Medical Committee as 
well as involvement in many Health Authority 
bodies over many years. He will continue 
to Chair of the Cameron Fund which is the 
national GP Charity. 

Gary and Sarah have been married for 38 
years and have 3 married children and 2 
granddaughters.  He is an enthusiastic rather 
than talented golfer and enjoys long walks 

Pupil Wins 
Rotary Art 
Competition
The four Rotary Clubs (Channel, 
Folkestone, Hythe and Romney Marsh) 
are delighted to announce that Anushka 
Sharp (age 9) has won first prize in the 
Junior Section of its annual Rotary Young 
Artist Competition and come runner-up in 
Rotary’s much larger South East District 
competition.  

Anushka is a pupil at St Augustine’s Roman 
Catholic Primary School in Hythe and loves 
painting.  

The theme of this year’s Young Artist 
competition was “Wild Nature” and Anushka 
produced an outstanding painting of a 
hedgehog. Anushka Sharp receives her prizes from David Jarvis 

of Channel Rotary

David Jarvis, Founder President of Channel 
Rotary (Folkestone) and organiser of the local 
competition, presented her with a voucher 
for £30 and a painting kit beside the Military 
Canal in Hythe.

Unfortunately, it wasn’t possible to make the 
presentation at a school assembly because of 
Covid restrictions

CHANNEL ROTARY WELCOMES ITS 
NEW PRESIDENT

in the Kent countryside.  He also belongs to a 
knowledgeable wine tasting group. 

He said: “It is a great privilege to be President 
of Channel Rotary. The Club has achieved so 
much during its 40 years and has raised around 
£1 million for local and international causes.  
Our strength is in our friendship, commitment 
to the local community and our way of not 
taking ourselves too seriously.”

Malcolm Stewart hands over to new President Gary Calver.



For more than 20  years, RC Orpington 
Crofton has supported educational 
development projects in Nepal. 

In 2017 the Club decided to support the 
recently established vocational Agricultural 
programme at the Secondary School in 
Pokhara.  Funds were raised to equip the 
school with a portable tractor to train the 
students on its use in cultivating land for rice 
and vegetables.

In 2019, RC Orpington Crofton donated 
further funds for the construction of a 
Polytunnel classroom, so that students could 
learn other horticultural techniques, such as 
raising seedlings or taking cuttings, out of 
the Nepalese weather - snow in winter in the 

Himalayas and the monsoon season in the 
‘summer’ when up to 5 metres of rain can fall.  
The Coronavirus pandemic seriously delayed 
the delivery of material and components for 
the Polytunnel classroom and then Nepal 
underwent lockdown, just as here in the UK.  
Luckily in the brief period between their first 
lockdown and the spread of the Delta variant 
into Nepal, the classroom was completed and 
opened for use with great ceremony, as seen 
in the photographs!

RC Orpington Crofton has provided funds for 
the purchase of PPE such as masks and hand 
sanitiser to assist their partner in Nepal, RC 
Pokhara Fishtail, with their projects to support 
their local community at this time.

Polytunnel Handover project



Residents from Tonbridge House Care 
Home enjoyed a river cruise with the 
Kingfisher Medway Trust.
  
The trip was one of six for five organisations 
organised by Tonbridge Rotary Club from the 
Medway Bridge Marina, Wateringbury. 

Unfortunately, the two previous cruises had to 
be cancelled because the river Medway was 
in flood after recent heavy rain. You can never 
rely on our summer weather!

River cruise

Well done the Second Wind Concert 
Band for playing on the Bailey Lawn at 
Tonbridge Castle in between bouts of 
torrential rain.
 
Rotarians Julian Brandling-Harris, Eddie 
Prescott, Jim Chandler and Sonia Williams 
collected money in aid of local charities and 
the band. 

The hardy souls who braved the elements to 
listen to the music gave generously.

water great performance!



The International 
Fellowship of 
Flying Rotarians

Last September George Ritchie was our 
speaker at a combined meeting of the 
Cinque Ports Rotary Clubs. I had the 
pleasure of introducing George and 
managed to include the fact that I am 
a non-flying member of the IFFR. His 
illustrated talk on a flight he and Caroline 
made to Finland to visit a “Fly-In” with 
the Scandinavian Sector was thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone. 

George subsequently invited me to 
accompany him on a flight when weather 
(and Covid) conditions permitted; I eagerly 
accepted but then had to temper this by 
saying that I am disabled and worried that 
a) I wouldn’t be able to climb on-board and 
b) that I could be a safety risk. George 
seemed undaunted by this and told me 
he would get me on-board somehow.

Spring arrived and George invited my wife, 
Elspeth, and I to attend the Bembridge Fly-In 
on 24th June this year. He and Caroline would 
fly in to Rochester Airfield, collect Elspeth and 
I, and continue to Bembridge. 

Although we waited at Rochester in clear 
weather George was delayed by low cloud 
north of the Thames for a couple of hours. 
The staff at Rochester were exceptionally 
friendly and kindly allowed us to park very 
close to the Control Tower giving us a 
grandstand view of the action on the airfield. 

I admit my concern about getting into the 
cockpit was mounting but when George 
and Caroline arrived, they had devised a 
plan, demonstrated by George whereby he 
sat on the wing-root walkway, slid up on 
his posterior then swung his legs round into 
the cockpit and used his arms to transfer on 
to the seat – simple! I followed his example 
and was soon into the right-hand seat, was I 
delighted and relieved.

We were soon airborne flying to the east of 
Tunbridge Wells and the Gatwick controlled 
airspace, over Goodwood race circuit and 
on to Bembridge. A moment of nostalgia 
between Goodwood and Chichester as I 
realised that somewhere below was RAF 
Tangmere (or the site of) where I first flew solo 
on summer camp as a member of St Andrews 
University Air Squadron. The year was 1966.

The Propeller Inn is right on the perimeter of 
Bembridge Airfield; this was the venue for 
meeting other Rotarians who had flown in 
and Rotarians from the Isle of Wight.

Lunch and chats with other members and 
then we were homeward bound again using 
George’s patented access procedure.

We rejoined the circuit at Rochester with 
George making a perfect landing and taxying 
as close to our car as possible.

Finally, a photocall and wave goodbye as 
George and Caroline returned to Duxford.
Elspeth and I had a truly happy and incredibly 
enjoyable day and we thank George and 
Caroline for making it such a memorable one.  

George is a member of the Rotary Club of 
Westminster International and most notably, 
he is the International President Elect of 
the IFFR. During his two year tenure he and 
Caroline will travel the World visiting the other 
Sectors of the Fellowship.

You do not have to be a pilot or own a plane 
to be a member, if you have an interest in 
aviation visit our website www.iffr.org.uk to 
learn more. 

Stuart McVey
The Rotary Club of South Foreland



During Lockdown, Maidstone Riverside 
Rotary donated a sum to Urban Blue Bus 
to purchase a new Gazebo for its work. 

They look after people in Maidstone Town 
Centre during the Nightime Economy who 
become ill or distressed during the hours 
of 9pm and anything up to 3.30am on a 
Saturday evening, working closely with the 
Street Pastors and the Police to keep 
people safe.

President Steve Hanks spent an evening with 
the bus to see the work and fully appreciated 
how the new Gazebo is being used in the 
work to provide a safe haven. 

Maidstone Riverside Rotary organise days 
boating on Kingfisher Trust boat out of 
Wateringbury.
 
It was for three local charities... Blackthorn 
Trust, Crossroads Young Carers and Space to 
Be Me over a week in August 2021.
 
Groups are met by members of Maidstone 
Riverside Rotary at 9.45 before boarding 
the Kingfisher for a River Cruise along the 
beautiful Medway. During the time they may 
see Swans, Kingfishers and a leisurely cruise 
and enjoy a picnic. And they are met back 
at the Wateringbury  Boatyard by another 
member of Maidstone Riverside Rotary having 
had an amazing time on the River. 

Maidstone Riverside Rotary worked with 
Maidstone Canoe Club to provide an 
afternoon Canoeing for 16 Crossroads 
Young Carers followed by a BBQ 

The Canoe club provided the canoeing 
expertise, the BBQ and the Gazebo, with the 
Maidstone Riverside Rotary providing the 
members for the BBQ, the food for the BBQ 
and photographers and a certificate for each 
participant. After the year and a half everyone 
had had, it was lovely seeing the young 
people enjoying themselves and having great 
fun and laughter..

Maidstone Riverside Rotary



With an organisation that has 
‘International’ as part of its title, 
International Service and the committee 
in your club has an important part to play 
in the work and funding that your club 
already does. 

Although, when there are so many specialist 
overseas NGOs – OXFAM, Save the Children, 
Water Aid, Sightsavers, MSF, to name but 
a few of the big ones.  What are we meant 
to do? Whom are we trying to support?  
How can Rotary, and your club through any 
international giving or other aid, be distinctive 
and different?

The answer has to be this:  we work with 
other Rotarians some of them abroad, to 
assist and improve the quality of life wherever 
we can.  A good rule of thumb for your 
support could be new charities, ‘Cinderella’ 
projects, and those highlighted by you or one 
of your contact clubs.

If one of your contact clubs has an ongoing 
programme, ask them about it.  If they or 
an area close to them has been affected by 
recent fires or floods; find out if they have a 
fund to support those in need. Then, you can 
jointly fund-raise for a particular program and 
target amount.  If you have two contact clubs 
that you meet at a Triennial, don’t be shy! 
Suggest a three-way District Grant.   

Making International Service 
work for your club
Work with contact clubs to make a difference

As a maximum this could raise $3,000 from 
the Rotary Foundation, plus your club’s 
matching £700 ($1,000) plus the other two 
clubs’ matching amounts which would make 
a total of over £4,000.  A worthwhile sum 
to raise for a reconstruction or re-supply of 
needed items for a community hub.

Yes, Rotary at RI and RGBI level does get 
involved in fire, flood, earthquake and famine, 
but smaller groups and communities need 
support too. This is where International 
Service at club level comes in. 

You and your contact clubs are there to lend 
a hand to those who have dropped through 
the cracks in a national support system and 
need a hand. So, when you are enjoying your 
contact club meeting, over the Pilsner or 
Chablis – do pose the question:
“Is there something we could do together as 
clubs to help?”

I would also like to make contact with any 
Greek speakers in the District who may have 
friends or relations in Greece, I am particularly 
interested in making contact with Greek 
Rotary on the island of Elia, who may have 
started a fund for those affected by the 
wild fires there.  Also would like pictures  to 
illustrate extent and scope of the recovery 
work needed.
 
Francis Hodge
(Int. Serv. Comm. Lead)



Bede’s pupils 
smash target 
in aid of Rotary 
homes project
Despite a drizzly and wet day, the 
children at Bede’s Prep School in 
Eastbourne set off on their annual whole 
school sponsored charity walk across the 
South Downs to help to raise funds for 
local charity Homes for Homeless.

With four times as many homeless people in 
Eastbourne now than there was five years ago, 
The Homes for Homeless project, which is part 
of a centenary project by Eastbourne Rotary 
Club, aims to raise up to £400,000 to finance 
the development of four self-contained 
homes. Here residents will be supported 
with long-term social support and care by 
Southdown Housing Association to help them 
recover from the trauma of homelessness and 
return to independent living.

Bede’s Prep pupils raised a staggering 
£4,829.96 including gift aid, more than 
doubling their original target with donations 
still coming in. Bede’s Prep Headmaster, Mr 
Mark Hammond said, “I am hugely proud 
of our pupils who, despite the weather 
conditions, completed our annual Whole 
School Charity Walk. The children were 
fantastic, singing along most of the way and 
never complaining. Thank you to everyone 
who has donated and all of your support. 

The sum raised will make a huge difference to 
the lives of young people living on the streets.
Ian Huke from Eastbourne Rotary added, “The 
motto in the Rotary is ‘Service above Self’ and 
all who took part epitomised the very reason 
why the Rotary exists - a noble demonstration 
of achieving something worthwhile to help 
others.  All the children are to be commended 
and we pass on our heartfelt thanks to all 
concerned. The amount raised is a remarkable 
achievement.”

Well done to all of the children and 
thank you to everyone for your generous 

support. If you would like to know more 
about this compassionate local initiative, 
please see www.homes-for-homeless.org 
There is still time to donate, see https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/
showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=BedesPrep
School&pageUrl=6



Special award 
for shopping 
centre manager
Bill Plumridge, the retiring Manager of 
the Beacon Centre, was the guest of 
honour at a 50th Charter Celebration 
lunch held at the Langham Hotel on 
Saturday 14th August. The event also 
marked the final Presidents Night of the 
Rotary Club of Eastbourne Sovereign 
which had been postponed from 26 June 
due to Covid.

Faiza Shafeek, President of the Rotary Club 
of Eastbourne Sovereign, presented Bill with 
a Paul Harris Fellowship in recognition of 
his many years of service to local charities 
including through the Win a Car Raffle held 
every year in the run up to Christmas.

A second Paul Harris Fellowship with a 
Sapphire (A Sapphire indicates a second 
presentation of the award to the recipient) 
was awarded to Chris Purcell of the Rotary 
Club of Eastbourne AM. This award was 
received by David Barker joint President of 
Eastbourne AM on behalf of Chris who was 
unable to attend because of ill health. Chris 
was praised for his part in the organisation of 
the Tree of Light over many years.

A certificate to record 50 years of Rotary 
Membership and service was presented to 
Mrs Pat Booth in memory of her husband, 
Alan, a founder member of the club, originally 
known as the Rotary Club of Polegate and 
Willingdon.

The final presentation, made by immediate 
past District Governor, Brian Dunne, was to 
Assistant Governor and Club President Faiza 
Shafeek for her work in the District and her 
support for the NHS vaccination roll out.

The event was much enjoyed by the Club 
members, past members and Rotary guests 
including the District Governor, Past RIBI 
President and four Past District Governors.





Channel Rotary’s Cycle Challenge on 
Romney Marsh is a great success

350 riders from all over the Southeast 
weren’t deterred by the uninviting grey, 
wet weather from 7.30am  when they 
set out on their chosen 30, 50 or 70 mile 
circular routes.
 
Aged from 9 to early 80’s, and including 2 
penny farthings and 2 tandems, they tackled 
the quiet, fully marshalled roads through the 
picturesque Romney Marsh countryside. 
Fortunately, the weather picked up and 
the returning riders were greeted by bright 
sunshine. The Ride has been based at The Star 
Inn at St Mary In The Marsh for the past 12 
years and it was a pleasure to see so many 
people relaxing in The Star’s garden for a 
well-earned pint and a bite to eat. 

This wasn’t a race day, but everyone received 
a souvenir medal and there were some 
creditable times despite the early weather 
Many of the riders had very personal reasons 
for taking part such as the memory of 
family and friends who had been victims of 
Covid-19. Together, they helped us to raise 
over £7,000 much needed funds for South 
Kent MIND and other local charities.

The introduction of the 70-mile route proved 
very popular and drew many compliments 
from cyclists. We are keen to add a 100-mile 
route next year.

General feedback was excellent. The members 
of the Canterbury Bicycle Club emailed to say: 
“We just wanted to thank the organisers and 
all the helpers on the day for an extremely
enjoyable ride. The event was well organised 
with very good signage and marshals 
who were friendly encouraging and good 
humoured (despite the early rain). Most of us 
have already made a note to come back next 
year and we will be spreading the word.”
Our grateful thanks to our sponsors FAS 
Financial Services and the Roger De Haan 
Charitable Trust, Star Inn landlady Terri and 
Channel Rotary partners, family and friends 

for all their invaluable support. Also, to Simon 
Dolby from South Kent MIND for his excellent 
video.

Two Penny Farthings completed the route.

Youngest rider Rory Collins (9) and his uncle on a tandem

Best Pedal Forward!

President Gary Calver 
presents a medal.

Folkestone Rugby Club



Dawn Patrol 
Rotary Club of 
Maidstone focuses 
on domestic abuse

This year Dawn Patrol is continuing to 
concentrate on its work in the area of 
Domestic Abuse. 

The programme includes assisting local 
Refuges, membership of Maidstone Domestic 
Abuse Forum, membership of the DA group 
of  Independent Police Advisory Group and 
working with One Maidstone on a project to 
publicise a single DA contact number within 
public loos within Maidstone. Additionally the 
sub group has lobbied Government as the 
Domestic Abuse Bill went through the House 
of Commons and will keep a watching brief 
on the implementation of the Bill now law. 

The Club is also involved with the launch of 
Domestic Abuse Champions by the Maidstone 
Safety Forum throughout Kent and will be 
hosting a Teams/Zoom event later in the year 
to bring this project to all District Rotary Clubs.

The President’s Charity is Child’s Vision which 
provides support and help for children who 
live in an atmosphere of DA. The hope is 
that there is less likelihood of these children 
becoming perpetrators by understanding 
healthy relationships. The Club also supports 
the charity – Protection against Stalking. The 
Club is taking women’s safety very seriously 
and is initiating a survey of local rail stations 
to see how far recommendations from 2006 
have been implemented.

However in all our work we recognise that 
men also suffer DA and their safety can also 
be compromised while travelling by rail and 
we support the charity Mankind.
Dawn Patrol is also collecting tools for Tools 
with A Mission as an environmental project 
and also tree planting to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. Litter picking is also a priority. 
Dawn Patrol continues to organise Maidstone 
Young Musician which remains a very 
successful project adapting to internet 
performances for this and last year. In fact 

there have been more entries and an even 
higher standard. A number of previous winners 
have gone on to stellar careers. Also for young 
people the Club has set aside funding for 
Buster’s Book Club to help a school where 
children have fallen behind over the past year.

The Overseas Charity is the support of St 
Francis’ Guild in their work to prevent the 
spread and the victims of leprosy. Rotary has 
worked incredibly hard to eradicate polio, but 
there are still 200,000 cases of leprosy per 
annum diagnosed throughout the world from 
Bangladesh to the Amazon basin.

The Club is aware of the need to expand 
membership and have a sub group to work 
on this as well as looking for opportunities to 
work jointly with the other Maidstone Clubs. 
Liaising and working with the other Clubs 
is an area of concentration. Marshalling at 
vaccination centres is illustrative of local clubs’ 
commitment to collaboration. This Christmas 
will be particularly busy as 2 very successful 
outings for the Christmas float last year has 
resulted in a number of requests to visit other 
areas this year.

Following the problems with meeting during 
Covid, the Club has decided to meet on a 6 
week cycle - 2 face to face meetings and a 
Zoom meeting in the hope that all members 
will be able to attend. As a Club we recognise 
the importance of Fellowship and having been 
unable to meet this year we are going to make 
sure we all get together.



Rotary Radio UK has made steady 
growth since its inception on the Isle 
of Sheppey in October 2018. We have 
built a worldwide audience for our 24/7 
internet broadcasting and recruited a 
small, dedicated team of technicians 
and presenters. In July 2020 we moved 
to larger premises at The Oast Business 
Centre in Sittingbourne, Kent and are 
now ready for the next phase of 
our expansion.

We have been working with Canterbury 
College to give students from their Media 
courses work experience in the art and 
science of running a radio station and plan 
to have them broadcasting as soon as Covid 
restrictions are lifted. This will be an exciting 
time for us all because they will broadcast 
music appealing to a younger audience, which 
should attract more people like them 
to Rotary.

In each hour of broadcasting we include 12 
minutes of good news about Rotary and we 
can include items about your club’s activities 
if you send them to us [rotaryradiouk@gmail.
com]. We can also make adverts for the 
events, free of charge, We need at least six 
weeks’ notice to make and set up the advert 
so it gets the widest publicity.

In July 2021 1,242 people tuned in to our 
station from 95 countries around the world 
and the average listening session was 65 
minutes. Thus, the next challenge for us is to 
increase the number of listeners in the UK and 
each Rotarian can play a part in this by tuning 
in themself, spreading the word to families, 
friends and fellow Rotarians and contributing 
items for broadcast.

We are keen to recruit new team members. 
Training in presentation skills is readily 
available so you could have your own radio 
show. This could be a music show or a talk 
show or a podcast, perhaps commentating 
on sport, entertainment or current affairs. It 
doesn’t matter where you live because there 

are methods on connecting you to our system; 
we already have contributors outside Kent, the 
most notable being Gwen Jones who sends 
us shows from her studio in the United States. 
Alternatively, you may like to join the technical 
team. Keeping the station “on the air” 24 hours 
a day is an interesting challenge and our Studio 
Manager, John Robinson, will be pleased to 
discuss ways in which you can assist.

The latest news is the acquisition of a PA system 
which will enable us to provide all types of music 
for Rotary events. If you have plans for a social 
occasion and need music we can provide it at 
very reasonable rates. All monies raised will be 
used to sustain and expand our output.

Please contact us at rotaryradiouk@gmail.com 
and visit our website www.rotaryradiouk.org

Rotary Radio UK set for expansion



WHAT DID YOU DO IN 
THE COVID PANDEMIC?
The members of The Rotary Club of 
Romney Marsh, like many in our district, 
have done their bit to help where we can 
during a difficult 18 months.

We were glad to be involved in the formation 
of the New Romney Community Hub and to 
be part of their team of volunteers cheerfully 
manning the vaccination centres at Lydd 
and New Romney Old School. 

Some of our members have been helping local 
charities by maintaining telephone support 
to the elderly and vulnerable in our area and 
all have been helping their neighbours with 
shopping, prescription collections and even 
just by having a chat over the garden fence. 
Opportunities for fundraising have been 
scarce and we especially missed being able to 
take out the Santa Sleigh in the weeks before 
Christmas and running the coconut shy at the 
New Romney Country Fair but we did manage 
to host the annual 10k run with the help of 
our friends at Nice Work and, for the first time 
in a long time, a very successful golf day at 
Littlestone Golf Club. 

Despite all difficulties, we have managed 
to donate over £8,000 to local charities 

and good causes and a further £600 to 
international relief aid as part of the global 
Rotary family. On the community service front 
we were delighted to be able to put a video 
message from Father Christmas onto the 
website over the Christmas period explaining 
why he couldn’t make his rounds this year and 
to deliver activity sheets and pencils to local 
Primary and Nursery Schools and the New 
Romney Day Centre for distribution to 
local children. 

We were also very happy to organise an appeal 
to local people and businesses for spare laptops. 
We collected over 50 which were securely 
wiped and refurbished before being delivered 
to schools and we have received some very 
generous cash donations which will enable 
us to purchase three more. In recognition of 
our efforts we were delighted to receive the 
Pride of New Romney award for services to the 
community by a group or organisation from the 
New Romney Town Council.

We have also managed to maintain our 
fellowship and contact with members by 
holding regular Zoom meetings for those 
willing to meet virtually, making telephone calls 
to those who prefer more personal contact 
and amusing ourselves with career talks, 
quiz questions and presentations from guest 
speakers.
http://www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk/

Disclaimer 
While every care has been taken in the compilation of this 
newsletter errors or omissions are not the responsibility of 
the publishers or of the editorial staff. 
All rights reserved. Rotary Club © 2021

Editor:       Peter Lindsey,  petelindsey30@hotmail.com
Published by: The Rotary Club District 1120
Printed by:      Custard Design & Print. Tel: 01323 430303 
      www.custard-design.co.uk
  

www.rotarysoutheast.org www.facebook.com/Rotary112007840 158103

Rotary
Southeast and Gibraltar


